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The following is a brief guide and more 
information is available from UKVI and 
UKCISA. For individual advice contact the 
Student Advice and Support Service.

At Loughborough University you are only likely 
to need to know about the short-term study 
visa if:

• You need to study at the University, and
• You need immigration permission to enter 

the UK and
• Your studies are not appropriate for the 

University to issue a Confirmation of 
Acceptance for Studies (CAS) under Tier 4. 
If it is not appropriate to issue a CAS the 
Academic Registry may be able to provide 
you with a short-term study letter instead.  
The University will routinely issue a CAS 
for pre-sessional English language studies 
so that a Tier 4 visa can be obtained and 
extended for further studies as required.

You may need a short-term study visa if  
you are:

• A student taking assessments without 
tuition, eg a taught student taking 
reassessment without attendance, a 
research student wanting to return to the 
UK just to take a viva voce examination and 
final thesis submission.

• A visiting student taking part in an 
exchange or partnership scheme who only 
needs to attend the university for less than 
6 months at any given time. 

• A student coming to conduct research 
studies as part of an overseas course that 
is equivalent to a UK degree.

A short-term study visa allows someone to come to the UK to study for 
up to 6 months (or 11 months for English language courses). It does not 
allow any type of work (including work experience as part of a course).

• A distance learning student needing to 
attend the University for a short period for 
tuition and/or assessment. To qualify you 
must be studying for the majority of your 
time outside of the UK for a Loughborough 
University qualification on a course that is 
longer than 6 months and stay no more than 
56 days in the UK in any 6 month period.

If you are travelling to the UK to just attend 
your graduation ceremony you should apply 
for immigration permission as a standard 
visitor (the same category used by tourists)  
as you will not be studying.

What are the short-term study 
visa requirements?
In order to get immigration permission for 
short-term study you need to demonstrate:

• You are 16 or over 

• You are genuinely seeking entry to the UK 
for a period not exceeding 6 months

• You have been accepted on a course of 
study provided by Loughborough University 
(this includes those conducting a period 
of research studies as part of an overseas 
degree)

• You intend to leave the UK within 30 days 
of the end of your short period of study, 
or before your visa expires, whichever is 
soonest

• You can meet the costs of your living 
expenses, accommodation and return or 
onward journey from the UK

• You do not intend to work or engage in any 
business or professional activity
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The Student Advice and Support Service is authorised to provide immigration advice and services by an order made 
under section 84(4)(d) of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 (The Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 (Part V Exemption: 
Educational Institutions and Health Sector Bodies) Order 2001 (Statutory Instrument 2001 No. 1403)). Should you have a 
complaint about the service you can use the Student Advice and Support Service’s complaints procedure or you can use the 
OISC Complaints Scheme. 

https://www.gov.uk/study-visit-visa
https://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Visas-and-Immigration/Short-term-student-visa
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• ATAS approval, if your study or research is 
in one of the relevant subjects. Your offer 
should confirm if this is required, further 
information is available at www.lboro.
ac.uk/study/apply/support/atas/. You 
should apply for an ATAS certificate at  
least one month but no more than 6 months 
in advance.

How do I apply for a short-term 
study visa?
Visa nationals must apply for a short-term 
study visa before travelling to the UK. You can 
only apply for permission for short-term study 
from outside the UK, usually online:  
www.gov.uk/study-visit-visa/apply .  

Non-visa nationals can apply for leave to 
enter from a Border Officer on arrival in the 
UK.  Make sure you carry confirmation of 
your studies and finances. Check that short-
term study permission is stamped in your 
passport so that you can show your right 

to study at the University. You may instead 
choose to apply for an entry clearance before 
you travel by following the visa application 
process, this could make entry at the border 
quicker especially if you have had any 
previous immigration problems. As entry to 
the UK from the Republic of Ireland is not 
always staffed it may not be possible to obtain 
short-term study permission on arrival, if you 
plan to travel this way it is advisable to apply 
for an entry clearance in advance. It is not 
possible to gain short -term study permission 
by entering the UK via the eGates fast track 
process. You should avoid using eGates and 
see a Border Officer to ensure you are given 
the correct short-term study permission. To 
help you explain that you need to see a Border 
Officer, you should download a “request for 
a passport stamp” document. Entering via 
the eGate may limit your rights to stay as a 
‘visitor’, you may then have to travel again to 
re-enter the UK with the correct permission 
to study.

If you have a passport from Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar or the United Arab Emirates you can 
obtain permission as a short-term student 
using an electronic visa waiver (EVW). Show 
your EVW when you travel to the UK. You can 
print it or show it on an electronic device, such 
as a phone or tablet. Make sure you carry 
confirmation of your studies and finances. 
Check that short-term study permission is 
stamped in your passport so that you can 
show your right to study at the University.

What documents will I need?
The documents required will depend on your 
circumstances but should include:
• Loughborough University short-term study 

letter.  
a) The Admissions Office can issue letters 

for new students
b) Continuing taught students can ask for a 

letter from Student Enquiries 
c) The Doctoral College Office can provide a 

letter to eligible research students   

• If you are coming to conduct research 
studies as part of an overseas course that is 
equivalent to a UK degree you need to provide 
a letter from the overseas course provider 
confirming this and your course details.

• Evidence of how you will pay for any 
outstanding tuition fees, your living 
expenses, accommodation and travel 
costs, eg personal bank statements for 
at least three months, sponsorship letter, 
employer’s letter.

• Any evidence of your intention to leave 
the UK, eg letter confirming you have to 
return to work or further studies in your 
home country, proof of business activities, 
property ownership and other family or 
economic ties to your home country, return 
or onward flight booking.

• Any document not in English should be 
accompanied by a professional translation.

http://www.lboro.ac.uk/study/apply/support/atas/
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/study/apply/support/atas/
https://www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa
https://www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa
https://www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coming-to-the-uk/faster-travel-through-the-uk-border
https://homeoffice.brandworkz.com/BMS/albums/index.cfm?lightboxAccessID=E753F155-B094-4EDA-B867025B5608751B&album=1463&
https://homeoffice.brandworkz.com/BMS/albums/index.cfm?lightboxAccessID=E753F155-B094-4EDA-B867025B5608751B&album=1463&
https://www.gov.uk/get-electronic-visa-waiver
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/services/registry/admissions/
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/students/enquiries/
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/services/registry/doctoral-college-office/
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What visa permission is given for 
short-term study?
Permission will usually be granted for 6 
months for any short course or period of 
study/research. However, you should leave 
the UK within 30 days of the end of your short 
period of study, or before your visa expires, 
whichever is soonest, distance learners stay 
no more than 56 days in the UK in any 6 month 
period. You will not be allowed to do any work 
or have access to public funds.

For short-term study up to 6 months you are 
not required to pay the Immigration Health 
Surcharge, This means you would not have free 
access to full NHS services and it is advisable 
for you to take out your own travel insurance 
including medical cover for your trip.

Staying longer in the UK
It is not possible to extend short-term study 
permission nor can you switch to another 
visa category while in the UK. Applications for 
frequent and/or successive visits for short-
term study may be refused if there is little gap 
between visits such that the actual studies 
appear longer than short-term. 

Student’s family members
There is no short-term student dependant 
visa category. Any spouse/partner or child 
wishing to come to the UK at the same time as 
a short term student can apply for permission 
as a standard visitor.

Academic visitor visa 
This is a different type of visa for people 
who are already qualified as a professional 
academic, any queries about this should be 
directed to Human Resources.

Useful websites
• UKVI 

www.gov.uk/study-visit-visa

• UKCISA 
www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/
Visas-and-Immigration/Short-term-
student-visa

• ATAS  
www.lboro.ac.uk/study/apply/support/atas/

• Visa or non-visa national 
www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa

• Online visa application 
www.gov.uk/study-visit-visa/apply

• eGates 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/
coming-to-the-uk/faster-travel-through-
the-uk-border

• Admissions Office 
www.lboro.ac.uk/services/registry/
admissions

• Student Enquiries 
www.lboro.ac.uk/students/enquiries

• Doctoral College Office 
www.lboro.ac.uk/services/registry/
research-student-office/

• Electronic Visa Waiver 
www.gov.uk/get-electronic-visa-waiver

• Standard visitor visa 
www.gov.uk/standard-visitor-visa 

https://www.gov.uk/standard-visitor-visa
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/services/hr/
http://www.gov.uk/study-visit-visa
http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Visas-and-Immigration/Short-term-student-visa
http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Visas-and-Immigration/Short-term-student-visa
http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Visas-and-Immigration/Short-term-student-visa
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/study/apply/support/atas/
http://www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa
http://www.gov.uk/study-visit-visa/apply
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coming-to-the-uk/faster-travel-through-the-uk-border
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coming-to-the-uk/faster-travel-through-the-uk-border
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coming-to-the-uk/faster-travel-through-the-uk-border
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coming-to-the-uk/faster-travel-through-the-uk-border
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/services/registry/admissions
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/services/registry/admissions
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/students/enquiries
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/services/registry/research-student-office/
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/services/registry/research-student-office/
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Please contact us if you require this information in an alternative format.
All information and figures are correct at the time of writing but may be subject to change

Loughborough University
E: advice@lboro.ac.uk
For appointments phone: +44 (0)1509 222765
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Members of AdviceUK, UKCISA, NHAS and regulated by 
the Office of the Immigration Services Commissioner.


