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Do I have to register?
Most students and family dependants aged 
over 16, who are citizens of the countries or 
territories listed below, and who have been 
given permission to enter or remain in the UK 
for more than 6 months will be required to 
register with the Police.

Afghanistan
Algeria
Argentina
Armenia
Azerbaijan
Bahrain
Belarus
Bolivia
Brazil
China
Colombia
Cuba
Egypt
Georgia
Iran
Iraq
Israel
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan

The requirement also applies to stateless 
persons and people travelling with non-
national travel documents.

If you are required to register with the police 
your visa sticker, BRP or decision  letter 
should include this requirement. Unless the 
requirement has been included on your visa 
sticker, BRP card, stamped in your passport, 
or written in your visa decision letter, you do 
not have to register, even if you are one of the 
nationalities that normally has to register.
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If you are from one of the countries listed 
and you initially entered the UK for a period 
of less than 6 months, you may not have 
been required to register with the Police. 
However, if you are later granted further 
permission that allows you to stay for a total 
period of longer than 6 months, it is likely that 
you will then be required to register, check 
your decision letter to see if it includes a 
requirement to register.

The list of nationalities is subject to review 
by UK Visas and Immigration (UKVI). If you 
are from a country that is no longer on the 
list, but you have already had your passport 
stamped with a requirement to register, UKVI 
can cancel this requirement the next time you 
apply for an extension of stay.

Occasionally passports of other nationals may 
be stamped with the requirement to register 
with the Police. If you are not a national of 
one of the listed countries above and you 
have been required to register with the Police 
please contact us.

Any requirement to register with the Police 
is a condition of your stay in the UK. If you do 
not register and keep your certificate details 
up to date as required your permission to stay 
in the UK can be cancelled.

Failure to register with the Police, when 
required to do so, is also a criminal offence 
and could lead to prosecution.

If you are required to register with the Police 
and fail to do so UKVI will not process an 
application for an extension of stay until you 
have registered. The Home Office can also 
refuse future immigration applications or 
remove you from the UK. You could be barred 
from returning to the UK for a certain period.
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The Student Advice and Support Service is authorised to provide immigration advice and services by an order made 
under section 84(4)(d) of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 (The Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 (Part V Exemption: 
Educational Institutions and Health Sector Bodies) Order 2001 (Statutory Instrument 2001 No. 1403)). Should you have a 
complaint about the service you can use the Student Advice and Support Service’s complaints procedure or you can use the 
OISC Complaints Scheme. 

Lebanon
Libya
Moldova
Morocco
North Korea
Oman
Palestine
Peru
Qatar
Russia
Saudi Arabia
Sudan
Syria
Tajikistan
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
United Arab Emirates
Ukraine
Uzbekistan
Yemen
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Where do I need to register?
If you live in an area of London covered by the 
Metropolitan Police you must register at the 
Overseas Visitors Records Office:

Overseas Visitors Records Office (OVRO)
323 Borough High Street
London  SE1 1JL

Normal opening hours are Monday, Tuesday 
Wednesday and Friday 9.00-4.00.

Tel: 020 7230 1208  
(This is a 24 hour recorded information line 
but messages are not accepted)

If you live outside the Metropolitan Police 
area you will need to contact your local police 
station to find out where to register.

Reporting changes in 
circumstances to the police
You must inform the Police if any of the details 
recorded on your certificate change.
• A change of residential address must be 

reported to any Metropolitan Police station 
within 7 days. 

• A new visa or BRP must be reported to 
OVRO within 7 days of re-entry to the UK  
or receipt of your BRP.

• Any other change must be reported to  
the OVRO within 8 days.

Metropolitan Police area
www.met.police.uk/police-forces/
metropolitan-police/areas/about-us/ 
about-the-met/jurisdiction/

Registering with the Metropolitan 
Police for the first time
If you are registering for the first time or you 
have registered with another police force and it 
is your first time to report into the London area 
you must visit the OVRO to register.  

The OVRO website provides guidance on the 
required documentation and how to complete 
the registration form. You will need to take with 
you the following:
• Your original passport(s)
• Completed, printed and signed registration 

form
• ONE UK passport sized colour photograph 

measuring 45mm x 35mm glued to the 
registration form.

• BRP (if applicable)*
• Your UKVI decision letter/email confirming  

dates of the leave granted to you and/or the 
requirement to register with the police

• The registration fee of £34 payable by card 
or cash (there is no charge if you have 
registered with another police force and 
already have a certificate)

*If you have just arrived in the UK and not yet 
collected your BRP you can register with your 
UKVI visa decision letter instead.

The Police will issue a registration certificate 
(PRC), which you will need to keep up to date 
by reporting changes throughout your stay in 
the UK.

Other relevant changes in circumstances 
include:
• Changes to passport details  

(eg when you get a new passport)
• Name or marital status 
• Change of course 
• Change of place of study

You will need to take with you appropriate 
documentation as evidence of the change  
of circumstance.

If you fail to notify the Police of a relevant 
change of circumstances the Home Office 
can refuse to accept an application for an 
extension of stay until you do so. 
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https://www.met.police.uk/police-forces/metropolitan-police/areas/about-us/about-the-met/jurisdiction/
https://www.met.police.uk/police-forces/metropolitan-police/areas/about-us/about-the-met/jurisdiction/
https://www.met.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/ov/registering-overseas-visitor/
https://www.met.police.uk/contact/contact-us/find-a-police-station/
https://www.met.police.uk/contact/contact-us/find-a-police-station/
https://www.met.police.uk/police-forces/metropolitan-police/areas/about-us/about-the-met/jurisdiction/
https://www.met.police.uk/police-forces/metropolitan-police/areas/about-us/about-the-met/jurisdiction/
https://www.met.police.uk/police-forces/metropolitan-police/areas/about-us/about-the-met/jurisdiction/
https://www.met.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/media/downloads/central/advice/met/overseas-records-office/registration_pro_forma_2016.pdf
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What if my Police Registration 
Certificate is lost or stolen?
If the certificate is either lost or stolen 
you must attend OVRO with the relevant 
documents mentioned in ‘Registering with  
the Metropolitan Police for the first time’.  
An administration charge of £34 will be  
made for a replacement.

What if I leave the UK?
The Metropolitan Police do not require you  
to hand in your certificate.  If you return to  
the UK within 12 months you may continue  
to use your existing certificate.

Useful links
UKVI
www.gov.uk/register-with-the-police/ 
who-needs-to-register

Metropolitan Police area
www.met.police.uk/police-forces/
metropolitan-police/areas/about-us/about-
the-met/jurisdiction

Metropolitan Police OVRO
www.met.police.uk/advice/advice-and-
information/ov/registering-overseas-visitor

Find your local police
www.police.uk/#search

Find your local Met Police station
www.met.police.uk/contact/contact-us/ 
find-a-police-station

OVRO registration form
www.met.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/media/
downloads/central/advice/met/overseas-
records-office/registration_pro_forma_ 
2016.pdf

Change of circumstances – required 
documentation
www.met.police.uk/advice/advice-and-
information/ov/registering-overseas-visitor/
af2/af/reporting-change-circumstances- 
new-visa

http://www.gov.uk/register-with-the-police/who-needs-to-register
http://www.gov.uk/register-with-the-police/who-needs-to-register
http://www.met.police.uk/police-forces/metropolitan-police/areas/about-us/about-the-met/jurisdiction
http://www.met.police.uk/police-forces/metropolitan-police/areas/about-us/about-the-met/jurisdiction
http://www.met.police.uk/police-forces/metropolitan-police/areas/about-us/about-the-met/jurisdiction
http://www.met.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/ov/registering-overseas-visitor
http://www.met.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/ov/registering-overseas-visitor
http://www.police.uk/#search
http://www.met.police.uk/contact/contact-us/find-a-police-station
http://www.met.police.uk/contact/contact-us/find-a-police-station
http://www.met.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/media/downloads/central/advice/met/overseas-records-office/registration_pro_forma_2016.pdf
http://www.met.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/media/downloads/central/advice/met/overseas-records-office/registration_pro_forma_2016.pdf
http://www.met.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/media/downloads/central/advice/met/overseas-records-office/registration_pro_forma_2016.pdf
http://www.met.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/media/downloads/central/advice/met/overseas-records-office/registration_pro_forma_2016.pdf
http://www.met.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/ov/registering-overseas-visitor/af2/af/reporting-change-circumstances-new-visa
http://www.met.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/ov/registering-overseas-visitor/af2/af/reporting-change-circumstances-new-visa
http://www.met.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/ov/registering-overseas-visitor/af2/af/reporting-change-circumstances-new-visa
http://www.met.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/ov/registering-overseas-visitor/af2/af/reporting-change-circumstances-new-visa


@LboroSASS
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Please contact us if you require this information in an alternative format.
All information and figures are correct at the time of writing but may be subject to change

Loughborough University
E: advice@lboro.ac.uk
For appointments phone: +44 (0)1509 222765
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Members of AdviceUK, UKCISA, NHAS and regulated by 
the Office of the Immigration Services Commissioner.


