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Information on the scheme and application 
requirements is included in the Home Office 
Tier 4 Policy Guidance which you should read 
and use this guide as a supplement.

Our guides to extending a student visa 
and Tier 4 responsibilities give relevant 
information on the general Tier 4 
requirements. This guide gives additional 
information which is specific to DES.

Who can apply?
You can extend your stay under the scheme if:
• You are currently attending a full-time PhD 

or other eligible doctorate programme at 
the University

• You currently hold Tier 4 (General) 
immigration permission.  

• The Doctoral College Office has issued 
a new CAS for the Doctorate Extension 
Scheme.

• You apply no more than 60 days before the 
expected completion date stated on your 
DES CAS.

• You have sufficient funds.
• You have up to date ATAS clearance  

(if required).
• You have not previously been granted 

permission for DES.

If during the 12 months prior to your 
application you have been fully funded for  
all fees and living expenses by a government 
sponsor or international scholarship agency 
you must have a letter from your sponsor 
giving consent for you to stay under the 
scheme.

This scheme was introduced in April 2013. It gives international 
students who have almost finished their PhD (or other eligible 

doctorate qualification) an additional 12 months permission under 
Tier 4 (General). After you have been awarded your degree you are 

allowed to take full-time work or set up a business.  
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Confirmation of Acceptance for 
Studies (CAS)
The University can only issue a CAS for the 
scheme when you are within 60 days of 
completing your studies to the standard of 
being awarded your degree. This timescale 
cannot be established until after your 
examination, it will depend on the examiners’ 
decision and how long will be required to 
complete any additional work to bring your 
thesis to the required standard.

If you wish to take part in the scheme you 
should let the Doctoral College Office know 
this as early as possible in the examination 
process, for example when you are ready 
to submit your thesis. The Doctoral College 
Office will ask you to sign an agreement to 
confirm your compliance with the scheme 
requirements. When the new expected 
completion date is established the CAS details 
can be sent to you by email no earlier than  
60 days beforehand.

The details of the CAS will confirm it is being 
issued for DES purposes. You should check 
the details are correct, let the Doctoral 
College Office know if you believe anything 
needs changing or updating.

The CAS will confirm your academic progress 
and English language ability, so there is no 
need for you to provide further evidence of 
this within your Tier 4 application.

What is the Doctorate Extension 
Scheme (DES)?

Contents

The Student Advice and Support Service is authorised to provide immigration advice and services by an order made 
under section 84(4)(d) of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 (The Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 (Part V Exemption: 
Educational Institutions and Health Sector Bodies) Order 2001 (Statutory Instrument 2001 No. 1403)). Should you have a 
complaint about the service you can use the Student Advice and Support Service’s complaints procedure or you can use the 
OISC Complaints Scheme. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-application-for-uk-visa-as-tier-4-student
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Academic Technology Approval 
Scheme (ATAS)
If you are conducting research in certain 
science, engineering or technology subjects 
you will require ATAS clearance to obtain Tier 
4 permission. If your studies require ATAS 
clearance, it is likely you will have previously 
obtained an ATAS clearance certificate.

In accordance with Tier 4 policy previous 
ATAS clearance will be deemed to cover the 
duration of studies confirmed on your CAS 
plus three months. If you already hold ATAS 
clearance that covers your current research 
throughout its duration up to and including 
the expected completion date on your DES 
CAS you do not need further ATAS clearance 
for any further period to be spent in the UK 
under DES.

If the period for which you previously applied 
for ATAS clearance does not cover the time 
up to the expected completion date or there 
have been any other significant changes to 
your research content you may need to apply 

How much money do I need?
For all Tier 4 extension applications you 
need to prove you have enough money for 
any outstanding tuition fees and your living 
expenses as calculated in accordance with  
the Tier 4 policy guidance.

Most students applying for DES will have no 
further tuition fees outstanding, this will be 
confirmed on the CAS. DES applicants need to 
show funds are available for 2 months living 
expenses (£2,030 in Loughborough, £2,530 in 
London). Usually the funds need to be held 
throughout a 28-day period ending no earlier 
than 31 days before the date of application.

You may need to plan ahead to ensure that 
you always have the required funds in your 
account before you can apply. You need to 
make sure your financial documents comply 
with the Tier 4 policy guidance.

Certain ‘low risk’ nationals as defined in the 
Tier 4 policy guidance can declare they have 
the required evidence of funds instead of 
providing it in the application but the Home 
Office may subsequently request the evidence. 

for further clearance to cover the entire study 
period and provide the certificate in your 
Tier 4 application. It can take several weeks 
for ATAS clearance to be issued and there is 
limited time within which to submit a DES 
application, therefore;
• You should make any new ATAS application 

as early as possible; you do not have to wait 
for your new CAS, you can use your own 
forecast of your new expected end date 
within the application.

• We recommend you explain in your ATAS 
application that the clearance is required 
for the Doctorate Extension Scheme, 
referring to the ATAS certificate number 
of any previous clearance for the same 
research may also help speed up the 
process.

It is possible that you have to submit your 
DES application while waiting for a new ATAS 
clearance. In such circumstances you may 
need to submit your Tier 4 application quoting 
your new ATAS reference number with a copy 
of your previous certificate, acknowledgment 
email for the new application and explain that 
the certificate will be forwarded as soon as it 
is issued. 

When can I apply to stay for the 
Doctorate Extension Scheme?
You should apply:
• Before your current permission expires.
• After you have received your DES CAS.
• Before the Doctoral College Office provides 

formal notice to you of the examiners’ 
decision that you have successfully 
completed your studies to the standard to 
be awarded your degree.

• When you can prove you have held enough 
money for maintenance throughout the  
28-day period.

The exact timing of an application will  
depend on the individual circumstances.  
One factor will be how much time is required 
to formally complete your studies following 
your examination; this will determine the 
expected completion date for DES purposes.  
You will not know this before your exam and 
therefore you may need to be prepared for  
all eventualities.
 
The most common examiners’ decision is to 
award a pass subject to minor corrections 
which can be completed within several months.  
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https://www.lboro.ac.uk/study/apply/support/atas/
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Provided there is sufficient time left on your 
visa you should have ample opportunity 
to receive your CAS and make your DES 
application before the final examiners’ 
decision and you are formally notified of the 
completion of your studies.

If the examiners’ decision means you require 
many months further study which takes you 
significantly beyond your current visa you may 
have to consider whether you can extend your 
visa under the general terms of Tier 4 before 
applying for DES when you are within 60 days 
of the expected completion.

In the rare event that the examiners’ pass 
your degree at your examination without any 
further work required there will be very little 
time for you to receive your CAS and submit 
your application before the Doctoral College 
Office formally notifies you of the result.

How do I apply to stay?
You must submit an online Tier 4 application 
while you are in the UK. The application asks 
whether you are applying for DES. There is a 
guide to the visa extension process here. 

What are the conditions of  
my visa?
If your application is granted you should be 
issued a biometric residence permit giving 
12 months permission from the expected 
completion date as stated on your DES CAS.  
You do not have to complete your studies 
before the expected completion date.

You cannot extend your visa under DES 
beyond the 12 months. If you wish to stay 
longer in the UK for work purposes you will 
need to switch to another type of visa.

Your biometric residence permit will be 
endorsed;
‘T4(G) DOCT EXT SCH’ and ‘WORK FULL TIME 
NO DR/DEN/SPORT POST COURSE’

The date at which you complete your PhD 
affects your right to work. While you are still 
studying you can work in accordance with the 
normal Tier 4 conditions, eg part time work 

of no more than 20 hours per week. After 
you successfully complete your studies you 
can work up to full-time as you wish but you 
cannot work as a Doctor or Dentist in training 
or a sportsperson (including coaches).

You will have ‘no recourse to public funds’ as 
defined by the immigration rules.

Certain nationals will be required to register 
the extension with the police.

Your Tier 4 visa will be sponsored by the 
University. You must remain in contact with 
the Doctoral College Office as and when 
required in order to comply with the terms 
of your DES agreement. In order to protect 
your visa status you must comply with the 
conditions of your visa and the scheme.

Can my dependants stay with me 
or come to the UK?
If you are in the UK and your spouse or 
partner and children are with you as your 
dependants they can apply to stay while you 
stay longer under DES.

If your spouse or partner and children are 
overseas they can submit an application for 
permission as your dependants if you already 
have permission under DES.

Applicants with dependants should 
seek advice about the additional rules, 
maintenance requirements and fees.

Useful links
Tier 4 Policy Guidance
www.gov.uk/government/publications/
guidance-on-application-for-uk-visa-as-tier-
4-student

ATAS 
www.lboro.ac.uk/study/apply/support/atas/

Tier 4 application
www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa/extend-your-
visa

Public Funds
www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-
funds--2/public-funds

https://www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa/extend-your-visa
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/services/isas/visa-advice/insideuk/extendingyourvisaintheuk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-funds--2/public-funds
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-application-for-uk-visa-as-tier-4-student
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-application-for-uk-visa-as-tier-4-student
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-application-for-uk-visa-as-tier-4-student
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-application-for-uk-visa-as-tier-4-student
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/study/apply/support/atas/
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/study/apply/support/atas/
http://www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa/extend-your-visa
http://www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa/extend-your-visa
http://www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa/extend-your-visa
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-funds--2/public-funds
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-funds--2/public-funds
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-funds--2/public-funds


Please contact us if you require this information in an alternative format.
All information and figures are correct at the time of writing but may be subject to change

Loughborough University
E: advice@lboro.ac.uk
For appointments phone: +44 (0)1509 222765
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Members of AdviceUK, UKCISA, NHAS and regulated by 
the Office of the Immigration Services Commissioner.

@LboroSASS

/LboroSASS


