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House-hunting

What type of accommodation 
are you looking for?

Private rented 
accommodation
Accommodation can vary in type (a house or a 
flat/apartment), and in size. You will have your 
own bedroom and share communal areas 
such as the living room, kitchen and  
the bathroom. 

You will either have a joint or individual 
contract, which is likely to be an Assured 
Short-hold Tenancy agreement (AST). You 
should be aware of the implications of signing 
a contract before you commit yourself – 
please see ‘Contracts’ section.

Accommodation is normally fully furnished 
but you are expected to provide your own 
bedding and towels and often smaller 
domestic items (desk light, iron, kettle, 
toaster). Check what is supplied when you 
view the property.

Halls of residence
Loughborough University has 17 halls of 
residence both catered and self-catered.  
A range of different room types are available 
and you can find this information at www.lboro.
ac.uk/services/accommodation/halls/.

Private halls of residence
There are a number of private student 
apartment blocks providing single and shared 
accommodation. These are owned by private 
landlords and are not linked to Loughborough 
University Halls of Residence. 

There are approved private halls of residence at 
Loughborough University London. You can find 
further information on these here  
www.lborolondon.ac.uk/study/before-you-
arrive/accommodation/

Lodgings 
This involves living in your landlord’s home and 
sharing the accommodation with them. You 
may have your own room, but you will need to 
follow their rules. It is important to consider 
this carefully, as lodgers have very few legal 
rights and can be easily evicted.

Where to find accommodation 
in Loughborough

Halls of residence
If you want to live in halls of residence 
on campus, apply through the Student 
Accommodation Centre 
www.lboro.ac.uk/services/
accommodation

Private rented 
accommodation
If you wish to rent off campus then we 
strongly advise you visit Studentpad 
which is managed by the Student 
Accommodation Centre (SAC). 

All properties advertised on this site: 

1. have been inspected by SAC
2. are accredited by Decent and 

Safe Homes (DASH) Landlord
Accreditation 

3. meet the standards set 
in partnership with 
Charnwood Borough Council.

For information regarding the 
accreditation standards please  
refer to the DASH website:  
www.dashservices.org.uk

Marks Out of Tenancy
LSU have teamed up with  
Marks Out of Tenancy  
www.marksoutoftenancy.com  

to enable you to see how  
previous students have rated  
their landlord/letting agent  
and accommodation.
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Personal contacts
Accommodation may be found by word of 
mouth or via social media. Get as much 
information as possible and view the 
accommodation yourself.

Letting agents
Some places are rented directly from the 
landlord and others are let through a letting 
agency. Letting agents can’t charge you  
fees for:
• referencing
• credit and immigration checks
• administration
• renewing your contract

The only fees you can be charged for will be:
• the cost of replacing a key if you lose one
• if you are more than 14 days late with 

your rent
• if you want to change your tenancy or bring

it to an end

Letting agents must advertise their fees 
before you enter into any agreement. They 
should be clearly displayed on their website 
and in their offices. 

Letting agents also have to be part of one of the 
following redress schemes:
• the property ombudsman
• the property redress scheme

This helps to protect your consumer rights 
if you have a problem with the agent. Please 
contact us if you think a letting agent is not 
complying with the law.

Look for the ‘SAFE’ kite mark if you use an 
agent – all SAFE agents have client money 
protection, which means any money you have 
paid to the agent will be protected if the agent 
goes out of business.

Websites
Spareroom.co.uk, easyroommate.com and 
houseshare.com are all websites that offer 
rooms to rent. You can either search for a room 
or post your own details on there. Remember; 
do not rent a room without inspecting it first,  
it may not even exist.

1. Who to live with
There is no need to rush your decision about 

who you live with next year. Delaying your 

decision until Semester 2 will help you to be 

confident you’ve picked the right group.

Be upfront with each other about what you can 

afford and remember that if you sign a joint 

contract, you will be jointly liable for the rent 

(see Contracts section).

Try to choose housemates with whom you 

share a similar approach to tidiness, work and 

partying. Your home will be a happier place if 

you have similar expectations.

Don’t panic if your flatmates in halls have all 

found housemates for next year. Ask friends on 

your course or in the same societies as you if 

they would like to find somewhere together.
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2. Money
You will need to know what budget you have to live on.

Look at what money is coming in and what money is/will be 
going out and prioritise what you really need to spend your 
money on. We have more information on our website about  
how to budget: www.lboro.ac.uk/services/sass

Properties with bills included can seem like a good option. 
However, you are not just paying for the bills, you are paying for 
a service. You could save money by paying the bills yourself.

Gather all the necessary information and ask questions.  
Some questions to ask include:

• What utilities are included ie gas, electricity, TV licence?
• What is the inclusive rent compared to rent without bills?
• Is there a cap? What is it?
• Will this be enough? What have the bills been like in the past?

3. What do you want in the property?
Not everything will be possible but your group could draw up
a list of essentials and desirables. This will help you when you
start viewing properties.

4. Location
Explore areas near campus to decide where you want to  
live. Rent levels vary depending on different factors, such as 
distance from the town centre and public transport links.  
In Loughborough many students choose to live in a property 
located in the ‘Golden Triangle’ which is half way between the
University and town.

5. Travel
Living out means you will be further from the University so you 
will need to consider public transport links and what the costs 
are likely to be over the year.

Properties in the golden triangle can be more 
expensive than others and at night this area 
gets very noisy. If you want cheaper rents and 
a quieter location, look in another area!

Top 5 things to think 
about before you look
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Viewing a property
You should always go and see the accommodation before 
you agree to move in or sign any written agreements.  
Never agree to a place on someone else’s recommendation. 

You should inspect a potential house systematically.  
This can save you time, money and problems in the future. 

• When viewing the property, take your time (don’t be 
rushed by others). To help you we have put together a 
checklist which identifies some of the key things you 
should look for. Look at ‘Viewing a property checklist’ 
section. Take this along with you when viewing properties.
You will soon forget which property had what. You can 
find copies on our website.

• Arrange a viewing during the day in order to have a look
at the property from the outside. 

• Prior to the viewing have a walk around the area at 
different times of the day and make sure you like the
atmosphere and feel safe. 

• Visit the area after dark with your housemates to ensure
that you feel comfortable in the area at night. This 
property may be your home for the next 12 months and 
you need to be safe and secure. 

Before you sign
Don’t rush into a decision or sign for the first property 
you see.  

Letting agents understandably want to secure tenants as early as possible. 
This can sometimes lead to tenants being placed under undue pressure 
to sign the contract early. Take your time to get the contract checked and 
ensure the property is right for you and your housemates before you sign. 

Warning signs that you are being placed under undue pressure may 
include:

• Letting agents taking telephone calls from other potential tenants
of the property in your presence;

• Letting agents insisting on a holding fee being paid immediately;
• Letting agents telling you the property will be gone if you do not

sign today.

Students who wait until later in the year may have more bargaining power 
to negotiate the terms of the contract with the landlord. 

If repairs are needed to the property or you want it professionally cleaned 
before you move in, ask the landlord/letting agent before you sign the 
tenancy agreement. Get this confirmed in writing. 

Things to consider:

• Make sure everyone understands when the rent is due and how the bills
will be paid.

• Who will have each room? If the room sizes differ, will you divide up the
rent to reflect this? In a joint tenancy, this will be up to the tenants to 
agree amongst themselves. 

• Decide with your housemates how you would like to pay the bills
(see Living in the property). 

• Check that you have a realistic understanding of the likely cost of your
energy bills. You can ask the landlord, agent or current tenants how 
much the bills cost in the last year. 

The Energy Performance Certificate will give you information about a 
property’s energy use, typical energy costs, and how efficient the property 
is. An EPC gives a property an energy efficiency rating from A (most 
efficient) to G (least efficient) and is valid for 10 years.

If you are unsure about any aspect of the tenancy, ask the landlord/letting 
agent for more details. 

The Student Advice and Support Service offers a contract checking service 
and we encourage you to get your contract checked before you sign.
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Viewing a  
property checklist

Outside the property
 £ Is there a garden? Who maintains it? Are tools provided? 

 £ Are windows in good condition? 

 £ Check the roof – is it in good condition? 

 £ Are any slates or chimney pots missing? 

 £ Are the gutters free of rubbish and vegetation? 

 £ Are the drains clear? 

 £ Is any of the woodwork rotting or unsafe? 

 £ Adequate facilities for refuse disposal and recycling? 

Security and safety
 £ Are all external doors solid, secure and lockable? 

 £ Do all ground floor windows have locks?

 £ Do all rooms have suitable curtains or blinds?

 £ Is there a burglar alarm system?

 £ Are smoke detectors or fire alarms fitted?

 £ Are there any fire extinguishers in the property?

 £ Is there a fire blanket in the kitchen?

 £ Has the house got any fire doors?

 £ Are there means of escape in the event of fire?

 £ Carbon monoxide alarm?

Furniture and fittings:

Bedrooms
 £ Do all rooms have a bed, desk, chair, wardrobe and suitable 

floor coverings? 

 £  Do you have enough cupboard space?

 £ Is the furniture, including the bed and mattress, in good condition?

 £ Does all the furniture comply with regulations on fire safety?

 £ Which furniture comes with the property and which belong 
to the tenants?

 £ Any signs of damp? Look in and behind the wardrobes.

Kitchen
 £ Sufficient space to store and prepare food? 

 £ Is there a fridge big enough for all of you?

 £ Enough cupboards for everyone?

 £ Are the cooker, grill and oven in working order?

 £ Are there instructions on how to use the appliances? 

 £ Do extractor fans in the kitchen and bathroom work? 

Social Space
 £ Is there enough furniture for you all? 

 £ Is it in good condition? Does any need replacing? 

 £ Is there a connection point for telephones and the Internet?

Plumbing
 £ Is the bathroom in good condition?

 £ Are there enough bathrooms/toilets?

 £ Is there a shower?

 £ Any fittings dripping or leaks? (Look up and check the ceiling).

 £ Does the hot water get hot enough?

 £ Do all the taps work and does the toilet flush?

 £ Do the sinks drain?

 £ Are there any signs of pests (mouse droppings, slug trails, fleas) 
in the house?

Electricity and gas
 £ What form of heating does the property have? Check the Energy 

Performance Certificate .

(Electric heating will be more expensive)

 £ How does the heating operate? 

 £ Does the heating cover all areas of the house, and 
does it work? 

 £ Adequate heating for the winter? How much will the heating cost? 

 £ Do all of the rooms have adequate electrical sockets that work?

 £ Do the electric/gas fires work? 

 £ Have you seen the current year’s gas safety certificate?

 £ When were the electrics last safety checked? 

 £  Can they evidence this?

 £ Have appliances been Portable Appliance Tested (PAT)?

Extras
 £ Any additional services provided by the landlord? 

 £ If you have a car, are there parking facilities?

 £  Is there an extra cost? 

 £  How many spaces are available?

 £  Do you require a permit?

 £ Is there bicycle storage?

Notes:
What is supplied by the landlord? Anything else agreed? Make sure 
everything works.

Questions to ask current tenants

1. How quickly does the landlord carry out repairs?

2. Does the landlord enter without permission or is notice given?

3. Was your deposit protected and were you given the
‘prescribed information’?

3. General opinion of the landlord

Address

Landlord

Letting agency

Length of tenancy  

(negotiate for 10 months instead of 12 if preferred)

Rent (can you afford it?)

Deposit

Take this with you when you view the accommodation. 
You can print extra copies from our website.




