
LOUGHBOROUGH UNIVERSITY 
 
 

Library Users’ Committee 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 28 February 2007. 
 
 

Mr G Murdock (Chair) 
 
Prof A S Alexandrov (abs) Dr R J Heath (abs) 
Ms P Alfrey (abs) Dr R E Kinna (abs) 
Dr S M Allin  Prof Y V Kurylev (abs) 
Mr W Chen (abs) Dr J Lawrence (abs) 
Dr D S Coates  Dr M Lindley 
Dr R Craig (abs) Mrs M D Morley 
Ms S Driscoll (abs) Dr F Rowland 
Dr G Egan  Dr A Salagean 
Dr M A Evans (abs) Mr R D Seager  
Dr M Gil-Molto  Dr G Shama  
Dr D Graham  Dr L Webb (abs) 
Prof N A Halliwell (abs)  

 
In attendance: 
 
Jeff Brown, Marion Shields and Kelly Friend. 
 
1. Apologies  
 

Apologies were received from Ms Alfrey, Mr Chen, Ms Driscoll, Dr 
Evans, Dr Lawrence and Dr Webb. 

 
2. Minutes 
 
 The minutes of the meeting held on 25 October 2006 were confirmed. 
 
3. Matters arising 
 
 There were none. 
 
4. Electronic backfiles and discards 
 

A proposed amendment to the collection management and collection 
development policy, circulated prior to the meeting, was discussed. 
 
While the majority of departments represented at the meeting 
supported the proposal, concerns were expressed that external visitors 
could not consult e-journals; that there was a loss of the ability to 
browse effectively; and over what would happen to the discarded 
material. 
 



While the loss of physical browsability is inevitable, the Library is in the 
process of giving access, where licences permit, to external visitors via 
an externally-networked pc and the JANET roaming service.  This will 
give access to IP-authenticated journals.  Wherever possible discarded 
items are recycled within the academic community.  Last year the 
Library donated a number of items to libraries in Africa and some were 
taken by individual members of staff or researchers, but inevitably 
stock for which there is no demand will be disposed of.   
 
The proposed amendment to the collection management and collection 
development policy was agreed. 

 
5a. Missing books: replacing or purging the catalogue  
 

A request was received from English & Drama that the Library 
Catalogue be purged when books are classed as missing. 
 
Current practice is that library material is classified as ‘missing’ when 
borrowers and Library staff cannot locate the item on the shelves.  The 
missing item is then searched for over the next 3 months.  During this 
period the item remains in the Catalogue.  If the item has not been 
found after 3 months it is then defined as ‘lost’ and removed from the 
Catalogue.  Replacement copies are purchased if the items are in 
demand. 
 
The Committee agreed that the three month period should remain. 

 
5b. E-Books 
 

Gabriel Egan attended a meeting of the JISC e-books working group in 
October 2006, and raised the issues discussed at a previous 
Committee meeting.   
 
The working group agreed that excessive digital locking of e-books is 
not acceptable, and that this message is being taken on board by some 
publishers.  Springer, for example, have agreed that all their text books 
will be fully available electronically. 

 
6. 24/7 Library opening 
 

Marion Shields, Facilities Manager, gave a brief presentation on the 
preliminary outcomes from the first trial period of 24/7 Library opening.  
Results from head counts and surveys completed during the trial period 
show a very positive outcome, and the trial was considered a success. 
 
The next pilot period will take place from 7th May until the end of 
Semester 2, again during the exam and revision time.  Extended 
opening during these peak times in future years was strongly 
supported by the Committee. 

 
 
 



7. Library budget 2007-2008 
 
 Parameters for the budget submission are that forecast pay costs will 

be fully funded, and the non-pay budget increased by 2.5%.  Bids for 
additional funding must be justified.  The Committee wished the 
submission to include: 
 
• additional funding to continue the 24/7 opening on the same basis 

as this year, at a cost of approximately £20,000 
• a £200,000 increase in the amount available for the provision of 

information and library materials to support research and learning.  
Given that the additional funds requested for last year were not 
granted, the Committee considered this sum to be the minimum 
necessary to address existing shortfalls in the collection and keep 
pace with current developments in information provision. 

 
Any further suggestions should be passed to Mary by mid-March. 

 
8. Librarian’s report 
 

The report was noted.  
 
9. Operational plan, 2006-2007 
 
 Progress against the plan was noted. 
 
10. Any other business 
 

There was none. 
 
11. Date of next meeting 
 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 23 May 2007 at 1pm in 
Library Training Room 1. 

 


