
LOUGHBOROUGH UNIVERSITY  
 

Library Users’ Committee 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 16th October 2013 
 

Mr A Sutton (Chair) 
 

Julie Fisher Martin Hallnas Richard Hodgkins Andrea Jenkins 
Rachel Sandford Rob Seager Gilbert Shama  

 
In attendance from the Library: Gary Brewerton, Jeffrey Brown, Ginny Franklin, Charlotte Greasley, 
Rebecca Laing, Steph McKeating, Sharon Reid, Emma Walton 
 
Antony Sutton gave thanks to all involved in the library refurbishment. With special thanks to Brant 
Hickman, Matt Cunningham, Graham Walton and the Systems Team.  
 
 

1. Introductions to new members and apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from: Dave Coates, Clive Edwards, Louise Fletcher, Jeremy Leaman, 
Catherine Rees, Graham Walton, Justine Wood, Dominic Wring 
 

2. Minutes of the last meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on 24th April 2013 were confirmed. 
 

3. Matters arising 
ACTION 1: Graham Walton to circulate study into the use of online resources report to the 
members of the users’ committee once completed. 
 

4. Draft Library Annual report and Librarian’s report 
Jeff Brown introduced the Draft Annual report for discussion and answered queries 
relating to reported expenditure. The report will go to Senate. 
 

o Ruth Jenkins, the University Librarian, became University Librarian at Manchester 
Metropolitan University and left at the end of July.  

o Jeffrey Brown became the Acting Librarian at the beginning of August.  
o The PC clinic is now located in the Library and, so far, has been very well used. 
o The centralisation of IT services has meant that Gary Brewerton,Jason Cooper and 

Jon Knight will now work for IT services and will be relocated to Holywell Park.  
o The Library now manages the open access budget. If you are RCUK funded the 

Library may be able to pay for open access as long as the article fulfils the criteria 
listed on the Library’s web pages. 
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/services/library/research/openaccess/rcuk/  

o The Library was awarded the Investors in People gold award. 
o A large rise in the operating costs is down to additional money being spent on items 

for the refurbishment. 
 
ACTION 2: Bring your own device paper to be added to the website and circulated to the 
Library Users’ Committee by the end of November.  
 

5. Reflection on the refurbishment project 

http://www.lboro.ac.uk/services/library/research/openaccess/rcuk/


Emma Walton gave a short presentation on the refurbishment project. 
The Library opened on 30th September at 8.30 AM. Level 4 was made available on 11th 
October.  
On-going snagging issues are being addressed by contractors. 
Library services continued through the summer with services such as providing study spaces 
across campus, book fetching and enquiry services.  
Thanks were given to departments for giving a space to the Academic Librarians over the 
summer. As this was proven to be successful it was agreed that this will continue. 
Feedback on the Library is available on the Library website and feedback has also been given 
through Twitter.  
Further meetings are taking place with regards to the access gates.  
 

6. CLA data collection exercise 
Loughborough University Library has been randomly selected to take part in a data collection 
exercise. The exercise will comprise of 2 elements , website data and photocopying by 
academic and administrative staff for teaching purposes. 
The exercise will begin in February and last for 6 weeks. The Library is currently liaising with 
Jennifer Nutkins (Academic Registrar) on how to get this message out to all departments .  
 

7. Announcements and departmental developments  
Dominic Wring Suggested that, in light of the new school structure, the serials review 
process be discussed. The current system requires that departments review their lists of 
subscriptions within a budget allocated by a formula. Consideration was given to altering the 
system to allow greater movement of subscriptions based on usage. Unfortunately no 
suitable alternatives were found. However the Library are able to provide individual 
departments with usage statistics for their titles. 
 

8. Any other business 
The issue was raised that if the University is a research intensive institution why was there 
no uplift in Library budget for the purchase of new resources?  
 
Rachel Sandford asked about access to ebooks, her query was passed on to Louise Fletcher 
AL for Sport. 
 
Discussion about the timing of the Autumn term meeting it was agreed to move it to week 4 
or 5 for academic year 2014/15. 
 

9. Date of next meeting 
Wednesday 12th February 2013 
 

 
 


