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Summary of 

proposed project: 

Young peoples’ voices have been somewhat absent in discussions about what it 

means to be physically educated, particularly as it relates to curriculum 

development. Much of what we know focuses on issues around pedagogy and 

policy rather than what knowledge is transmitted to young people and how this 

shapes their understandings of what it means to be physically educated to them. 

PE in the UK has long been associated with the development of sport skills and 

physical health, regardless of changes to national curricula. Furthermore, PE is 

often seen as a conflicting space for young people with issues of meaningfulness 

and relevance often levelled at it. Going beyond current literature, we might begin 

to raise questions over the relevance of current PE policy and practice to young 

people, with the focus of this project being twofold. Firstly, it looks to engage with 

young people to examine their experiences of PE across the UK. It then aims to 

work with young people to explore the possibilities of PE and how the subject 

might be enhanced moving forward to ensure it is relevant for young people and 

provides them with meaningful experiences. In doing so, the project will look to 

adopt participatory research methods which allow young people to share their 

experiences of PE.  

Required skills, 

experience, and/or 

education: 

Applicants will need to hold, or expect to gain, at least a 2:1 degree (or equivalent) 

in Sport and Exercise Science, Sport Science, Physical Education and Coaching or a 

related subject. A relevant Master’s degree will be an advantage. Experience of 

work within a school/education context is desirable. 

 

Link to School 

research theme: 

Sport, Business and Society  

 


