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GUIDANCE NOTES FOR INVESTIGATORS

Secondary or Pre-Existing Human Data

For studies which involve the analysis of pre-existing data, ethical review may not be required as long as the
data is fully anonymous or already in the public domain (books, newspapers, tweets).

If you are using data which is not public you must obtain permission from the data owner.

Does your study involve
the collection of any
NEW DATA from
humans?
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integrity/re search-ethics /ethical-revie w/

NO
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This is not secondary data. You must apply for
Ethical Review through LEON and select ‘new

study involving human participants.’
Refer to: https://www.lboro.ac.uk/internal/research-ethics-

Is the data publicly
available?

Is the study purely
secondary analysis of
pre-existing data that
has already been

Are you able to access and
analyse the data without
permission from the author/
owner of the data or without
paid subscription?

—YES—> —YES—>

collected? NO
| \ 4
NO Will your study involve
4 administrative or secure

Refer to: hitps:/
www.lboro.ac.uk/internal/research-
ethics-integrity/research-ethics/
ethical-review/

data that requires
permission from the
appropriate authorities

before use? (This is data
collected by public authorities in

—YES—>

the course of their work e.g.
Councils)

I
NO
v

Was the data collected
with consent for use in
research?

|
NO

v

You must apply for
Ethical Review through

LEON.

Refer to: https://
www.lboro.ac.uk/internal/
resea rch-ethics-integrity/research-
ethics /ethical-review/
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—YES—>

<«—NO

Further Ethical Reviewis
not required.

You must apply for
Ethical Review through

LEON.

Refer to: https://
www.lboro.ac.uk/internal/
research-ethics-integrity/research-

ethics /ethical-review/

Is the data completely

anonymous*?

Data must not contain any
identifying information. This
includes names, date of birth,
address details or personal
sensitive data. If thereisany
possibility of linking the data to
the individual it is not anonymous.
Pseudonymised* * data is not
anonymous.

—YES—>

Further Ethical Review
is not required but you
may still require
permission from the
data owner.

* Anonymous — data that has been
completed de-identified and cannot
be attached to an individual.

** pseudonymous — data where
names have been replaced, this is not
anonymous.






