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The Department of English and Drama has supervised theses in Creative Writing in accordance with the current  guidelines but has not found them helpful because of the lack of emphasis on addressing a research question and a lack of standardisation with the requirements for a conventional PhD. At the request of the Department of English and Drama, and on the recommendation of Research Committee, Senate is asked to approve the following amendments to the Notes for Guidance for Higher Degrees by Research in respect of PhDs by Creative Writing for implementation in the next academic year.

Guidelines

The Creative Writing thesis should be designed so as to address an overarching research question, answering this partly through academic research, and partly through a creative component.

The PhD submission should consist of an extended and original piece of creative work and a shorter critical evaluation in which this creative work is interrogated.  The creative element could be a cycle of poems, novel, section of a novel, novella, play script, or collection of short stories.  The word length of this section will normally be between 50,000 and 70,000 words, depending on the genre.  It should be of a professional and publishable or performable quality according to standards set by the Examiners.  In the case of a play script, the Examiners will normally be concerned with the script itself rather than any particular performance.
In addition there should be an analytical element of 10,000-30,000 words . This should place the creative element in its academic and/or theoretical context , and show explicitly how the thesis as a whole leads to new or substantially improved insights.
The critical component will involve a self-reflective and evaluative analysis about some aspect of the creative or research process.  This may include reference to thematic preoccupations, wider literary, theoretical, or poetic contexts and discussion of research material.  For instance, where relevant, the analysis may discuss how the creative piece relates to the research on which it is based; it may examine how the creative piece relates to other writers' theorisations of the art-form concerned; it may describe how the creative piece contributes to wider cultural debates. 

In all other respects the thesis must conform to the same standards required for a conventional PhD submission. It should normally be no longer than 80,000 words in length ,  make an original contribution to knowledge, demonstrate appropriate research methods and training and be worthy of publication in whole or in part. 

Candidates will be required to undertake research training appropriate to their field of study.
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