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Proposals for Amendments to the Code of Conduct on Traffic and Parking
Origin:
Academic Registrar and Security Manager
Background

The University is committed to promoting and encouraging diversity within its student cohort and mature students (defined as over 21 on entry to an undergraduate programme) are a particular priority as they are currently under-represented and have a higher drop out rate.  This is highlighted within the Access Agreement with the Office for Fair Access and milestones for student recruitment. Mature students at Loughborough will receive double value bursaries under the new student funding arrangements.
There are a number of initiatives being taken forward to assist the growth in numbers of mature students and through this work, the issue of parking has been raised a number of times.  Mature students with family responsibilities are finding it increasingly difficult to attend lectures on time when they have children to drop off at school and then are unable to park on campus.  Many schools do not permit children to be delivered before 8.45am and then mature students may need to be in a lecture by 9am back on campus.

Some of these mature students also live within one mile of the University campus and therefore, due to current parking policy, are not eligible for a parking permit.  This does not assist with the reputation of the University with potential mature students, as we are not always seen as being considerate to their needs.
Proposal

Minor revision of the Code of Conduct on Traffic and Parking is proposed to allow students (of any age) with dependents who live within the one mile radius of the University to be granted parking permits in exceptional circumstances. It is anticipated that the numbers of students involved will be less than five each year.

The opportunity has also been taken to clarify the wording of a small number of other paragraphs and to make clear that disabled students are entitled to free permits.

It is also proposed that Senate be asked to devolve final approval of amendments to the Code to the Estates Management Committee.

Code of Conduct on Traffic and Parking

1. Use of Motor Vehicles 

1.1 All persons using a motor vehicle on University premises will, if required to do so by security personnel, supply their names and departmental details. Additionally students will, if requested, provide details of their student registration number and their place of residence.

1.2 Students' motor vehicles are not normally allowed within the Student Village unless under the control and direction of the University Security Staff.

2. Registration of Motor Vehicles

2.1 Applications for registration parking permits shall be made annually to the University Security Office. Such applications shall be accompanied by the appropriate fee. Applicants may be required to produce a valid driving license and certificate of insurance.

2.2 Registration Parking permits are valid for one year only, in the case of staff from 1 August to 31 July, and in the case of students from their initial date of registration to 30 September following. Any permit issued after 1 August or after the initial date of registration shall nonetheless expire on 31 July or 30 September next, as appropriate. There are no refunds or fee reductions.

2.3 2 Registration Parking permits are issued annually in the form of a coloured permit, which must be displayed in a prominent position inside the front windscreen of a car, or on an easily visible inspection point on a two-wheeled motor vehicle.

2.4 Should a permit holder transfer or dispose of his/her motor vehicle, the Security Office should be informed immediately. Permits are transferable to any replacement motor vehicle. However, where a motor vehicle is disposed of and not replaced the permit should be surrendered immediately to the Security Office. Failure to notify transfer or disposal of a motor vehicle may lead to penalties being imposed in accordance with Ordinance XXIII on Traffic and Parking in the University.

2.5 Members of staff and students who have registered a motor vehicle with the University will have their identification card activated by the Security Office which will enable access to be gained via the authorised barriers. Visitors to the campus will be issued with temporary exit cards. There will be an administrative charge levied for the replacement of lost cards.

3. Car Parking

3.1 Student Car Parks

Students living in Halls of Residence may be allocated a parking space in a designated Student Car Park. Cars registered in this way may not be parked elsewhere on the campus between 8.30 a.m. and 5.30 p.m. Monday to Friday.

Exception: 

Students allocated a parking permit for Car Park 7 will be restricted to the use of that Car Park at all times.

Disabled students will be allocated permits free of charge and may park in any disabled parking bay or in any space in designated Student Car Parks.

First year undergraduate students living in Halls of Residence will not in normal circumstances be issued with a parking permit although a temporary permit may be issued on medical grounds if mobility is seriously impeded and the circumstances are supported by appropriate documentation from the applicant’s medical practioner.

Out-of-hall students may be allocated a parking space in a designated Student Car Park. Cars registered by out-of-hall students may not be parked elsewhere on the campus between 8.30 am and 5.30pm Monday to Friday, except that out-of-hall postgraduate students with registered motor vehicles may use car park 1.

Students living out-of-hall who reside within a one mile radius (as the crow flies) of their department will not in normal circumstances be issued with a parking permit although a temporary permit may be issued on medical grounds if mobility is seriously impeded and the circumstances are supported by appropriate documentation from the applicant’s medical practioner. In exceptional circumstances, and on the recommendation of the Academic Registrar, the Security Manager may allocate a permit to a student with dependents who resides within the one mile radius.

Special Temporary permits issued on medical grounds shall permit the student to park a motor vehicle on any University car park, except in reserved spaces or disabled bays, but do not permit any infringement of Ordinance XXIII or this Code.

Short Term Temporary Parking Permits for periods of 1 – 14 days may be issued on application in exceptional circumstances for reasonable non medical grounds to students living on the campus. Issue is subject to the approval of Security Manager and payment of an administration charge. Temporary Parking Permits permit the student to park a motor vehicle on a named University car park, except in reserved spaces or disabled bays, but do not permit any infringement of Ordinance XXIII or this Code of Conduct.

A Head of Department may apply to the Security Manager for permission for named postgraduate students to use a nominated car park for a specific University purpose.

3.2 Staff and Visitors

Staff and authorised visitors may park registered motor vehicles in any authorised car park, except those designated for student use, at any time.

3.3 Reserved Parking Spaces

Reserved parking spaces are provided for the exclusive use of Heads of Departments and other Senior University officers. All other applications for the allocation of reserved spaces, including the provision of reserved parking for departmental motor vehicles and staff living on campus shall be considered by the Security Manager whose decision shall be final.

4. Unauthorised Motor Vehicles

4.1 Undergraduate students are not normally allowed to leave their motor vehicles on University property whilst they are away from the University. Undergraduate students wishing to use car parks during vacations or outside their period of residence in University accommodation must seek permission from the Security Office. Any unauthorised undergraduate motor vehicle left on University premises is liable to be removed.

4.2 Any costs incurred by the University in the immobilisation or removal of a motor vehicle will be charged to the owner of the motor vehicle. If such a motor vehicle is not claimed and removed from the University by the owner within one month of notification in writing, the University may dispose of the motor vehicle at its entire discretion and from the proceeds recover the cost of removal and any other expenses. Any costs incurred by the University and not covered by the proceeds may be recovered as a civil debt.

5. Immobilisation of Vehicles

5.1 Vehicles belonging to students, staff or visitors that are parked in contravention of the Ordinance on Traffic and Parking in the University or this Code may be immobilised and a fee charged for release.

6. Amendment of this Code

6.1 Amendments to this Code are subject to approval by the University Senate and by the Estates Management Committee on behalf of the University Council and Senate.
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