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The Committee considered the report and subsequent recommendations of a Validation Panel in respect of proposed FD programmes in

· Sports Coaching

· Sports Performance (Motorsport Driving).

Supporting documents can be consulted at: http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/committees/learning-teaching/papers/2006/ltc06-p22
It was noted that the College had responded to issues identified by the panel in its original report by submitting revised documentation for both programmes.  This had been scrutinised independently by the members of the panel and the subject advisers; their comments had been drawn together by the AD(T) of SSH and the PDQ Team Manager and discussed with the PVC(T) as panel chair.  A summary of outstanding issues had been produced and forwarded to the College for further action.  

(i) Sports Coaching

The Committee was informed that the outstanding issues on Sports Coaching were minor points which would involve further adjustments to the programme documentation.

It was therefore resolved to recommend to Senate that the proposed programme leading to a Foundation Degree (FDSc) in Sports Coaching be validated for an initial period of five years from 2006/07, subject to the College making final adjustments to the programme documentation as requested, to the satisfaction of the AD(T) SSH.

(ii) Sports Performance (Motorsport Driving)

The Committee was informed that similar adjustments to the programme documentation would be required in the case of Sports Performance (Motorsport Driving), but in this case there was also a small number of more substantive issues requiring further attention (for example, the suitability of certain methods of learning, teaching and assessment for DL students, and arrangements for reassessment at the end of Part A).  It was proposed that there be further discussions between the AD(T) of SSH and the PDQ Team Manager on behalf of the panel with the College programme team to ensure that these were appropriately resolved.  

The Committee considered it particularly important to monitor the standards of the Motorsport element of the programme, which was to be delivered by the Race Drivers’ Academy, and resolved that the validation of the programme should be subject to review after the first cohort of students had completed the programme.  (It is expected that students will normally complete the programme in three years.)  

The Committee was not prepared to approve the proposed programme title and resolved that the College be asked to amend the title to Sports Performance (Motorsport).  It was noted that the College had indicated the intention of bringing forward further versions of the FD in Sports Performance, in fields such as Rugby and Football.

It was resolved in the light of the discussion, therefore, to recommend to Senate that the proposed programme leading to a Foundation Degree (FDSc) in Sports Performance (Motorsport) be validated initially for four intake cohorts, starting with the 2006 intake, the extension of which will be subject to a satisfactory review to be conducted early in 2009/10.  This recommendation is subject to the College making further adjustments to the documentation and addressing the issues identified by the panel as requested, to the satisfaction of the AD(T) SSH and the PVC(T).

It was resolved that the College be asked to address as many points as possible before the Senate meeting on 28 June 2006 and to give an assurance at that stage that all points will be attended to before the end of July 2006 at the latest.

The Committee wished to record its concern that the validation process be amended in order to provide the opportunity in future for the Committee to consider points of principle at an earlier stage.
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