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1. Strategic Partnerships

1.1   DTI Centre of Excellence in Fuel Cells and Low Carbon Technology

A company, CENEX has been set up, as a joint venture between six companies in the Low Carbon Vehicle Partnership.  CENEX has formally accepted the DTI offer letter of £6.5m for five years, for the Centre of Excellence.  Much of this £6.5M will be routed to LU to conduct work for the Centre, and how much will depend on our responsiveness.  Discussions are ongoing between LU, emda and Advantage West Midlands to fund the refurbishment of the rolling roads facility, adjacent to the Centre to provide the facilities to conduct work for the Centre.

1.2 Rolls-Royce Fuel Cell Systems


Work is progressing on the refurbishment in Holywell and the second tranche of funding for £950k was agreed by emda in April.  Contracts are with solicitors.  RRFCS are holding a launch event on 30th June, with the Duke of York expected to open the facility.

1.3 Rolls Royce UTC

A SRIF bid to the University for a Combustion Aerodynamics Laboratory in Holywell is being submitted in late May. Negotiations are in progress with emda and Rolls Royce to contribute funds matching SRIF for the facility.

1.4  emda
emda have seconded a person to work half-time on developing an agreement with LU over development of an Industrial Research Park around the Holywell Building. This is intended to formalise and give structure to the ad hoc requests for funding individual projects which have been submitted up to now.   emda indicate they will only consider future applications once this agreement is in place.

1.5   SEIC

The  DSTL secondments are nearing the end of their period.   The relationship has been productive and discussions are underway with regard to the next phase.

The application by our Electrical Engineering Department for an Engineering Doctorate Centre in Systems Engineering was successful.

The final consideration for the EPSRC/BAe Joint Research Fund being led by our Professor John Andrews is in the final stages of consideration.

Recruitment of the two funded Chairs is being undertaken by the Dean.
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Loughborough Innovation Centre

Phase 2 has completed on time and in budget.  Most of the large new units have been taken, and there is strong interest in the remainder.   Occupancy is at 80%.  The Hot Desk facility, which has been sponsored by a number of local firms and the development Fund, is open for business and is also nearly full.


3
Intellectual Property, Spin Out Companies & Licensing

HEIF targets are generally being met with the exception of a number of spin outs, where we are below target.   However, a number of new opportunities are being evaluated and it looks likely that over the 2 year HEIF grant, targets will be met.   

Our new Spin Out Manager has commercial experience and is focussing on the ‘top 6’ companies in terms of improving performance and extracting value for the University.   A second licence has been agreed for the polymer guitar.

4 Consultancy

Consultancy quotes for the half year total is £1,015,669 with approximately half of this amount being converted into firm projects.   The team are confident that turnover will be higher than last year, as the order pipeline looks healthy.
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Knowledge & Technology Transfer Centre

We have 12 KTP/KTC projects with companies worth a total value of £1.2M, including the first CTA funded project with the NHS and Social Sciences.

To date this year we have had 17 graduates on placements with companies on the Graduate Gateway programme.

6 Collaborative Training Accounts

The CTA currently funds 23 Engineering Doctorate students, 11 Research Assistant in Industry Secondments, 7 CASE programmes, 5 Masters Training Packages, and 1 Knowledge Transfer Partnership.
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