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APPENDIX B

REGULATION XXI: Postgraduate Awards
 Programme Mark, Merits and Distinctions

16. For each student, the Module Marks (as defined in paragraph 12 hereof) awarded for every module will be weighted in proportion to the relevant modular weight and used to determine the Programme Mark. Where a student is awarded a Postgraduate Diploma or a Postgraduate Certificate in accordance with paragraphs 31.6 and 31.7 respectively, the Module Marks from all modules attempted shall be included in the calculation of the Programme Mark.
17. Requirements for awards shall be as follows:

17.1 Degree of Master - 150 credits and Module Marks of not less than 40% in further modules with a weight of 30

17.2 Postgraduate Diploma - 100 credits and Module Marks of not less than 40% in further modules with a weight of 20

17.3 Postgraduate Certificate - 60 credits
18. Students who meet the requirements for an award shall be eligible for a merit or distinction in the following circumstances only:
Merit 
	Degree of Master
	180 credits achieved at the first attempt and a Programme Mark of not less than 60% 

	Postgraduate Diploma
	120 credits achieved at the first attempt and a Programme Mark of not less than 60%

	Postgraduate Certificate
	60 credits achieved at the first attempt and a Programme Mark of not less than 60%


Distinction 
	Degree of Master
	180 credits achieved at the first attempt and a Programme Mark of not less than 70% 

	Postgraduate Diploma
	120 credits achieved at the first attempt and a Programme Mark of not less than 70% 

	Postgraduate Certificate
	60 credits achieved at the first attempt and a Programme Mark of not less than 70%.


19. At the discretion of the Programme Board, any or all of the Programme Mark thresholds detailed in paragraph 18 hereof may be lowered by not more than 3%. In such a case, the revised threshold(s) shall be applicable to all students under consideration by that Programme Board.

 Programme Board Powers

20. Programme Boards shall be appointed in accordance with the provisions of Regulation XXII and shall have the following powers delegated by Senate:
20.1 To confirm Module Marks and the award of associated credit;

20.2 To consider impaired performance claims and determine appropriate actions in accordance with paragraph 22 hereof;

20.3 To instigate viva-voce panels, consider resulting recommendations and determine appropriate actions in accordance with the provisions of Regulation VII and paragraph 24 hereof;

20.4 To determine whether students have met the requirements for the award of merit or distinction in accordance with paragraph 18 hereof;

20.5 To determine which marks a student may carry forward at reassessment in accordance with paragraph 35 hereof;

20.6 To produce and publish pass lists;

20.7 To terminate a student’s studies in a module.

 

 

Impaired Performance and Viva-Voce Decisions

22. If, in accordance with the provisions of Regulation XVII, a Programme Board or Review Board receives a recommendation from the relevant Impaired Performance Panel, or a Review Board brings the case of an individual student to the Programme Board’s attention, in accordance with paragraph 23 hereof, then the relevant Board may for any module that is being taken into account:
22.1 increase any of the student's component marks;

22.2 substitute alternative component marks derived from appropriate sources;

22.3 where the student was taking the module on a first attempt basis, permit the student to repeat any or all parts of the module assessment on a first attempt basis;

22.4 where the student was taking the module on a second attempt basis, permit the student to repeat any or all parts of the module assessment on a second attempt basis;

22.5 take no action.

23. A Review Board which receives a recommendation from an Impaired Performance Panel in accordance with paragraph 22 hereof may bring the matter to the attention of the Programme Board and shall bring the matter to the attention of the Programme Board where marks have been adjusted in accordance with paragraph 22.1 or an alternative mark inserted in accordance with paragraph 22.2.

24. If in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 20.3 hereof and Regulation VII, a viva-voce panel has been instigated, then, upon receipt of the recommendation from that panel, the Programme Board may:

24.1 For any module that is being taken into account:

24.1.1 Where the student has not submitted an impaired performance claim:

24.1.1.1 increase any of the student's component marks;

24.1.1.2 take no action.

24.1.2 Where the student has submitted an impaired performance claim:

24.1.2.1 increase any of the student's component marks;

24.1.2.2 substitute alternative component marks derived from appropriate sources;

24.1.2.3 where the student was taking the module on a first attempt basis, permit the student to repeat any or all parts of the module assessment on a first attempt basis;

24.1.2.4 where the student was taking the module on a second attempt basis, permit the student to repeat any or all parts of the module assessment on a second attempt basis;

24.1.2.5 take no action.

24.2 Award a merit or distinction which would not be awarded as determined by the scheme detailed in paragraph 18 hereof alone.

25. Where a student is permitted to repeat a module assessment in accordance with paragraph 22 or 24 hereof:

25.1 the Module Mark considered for the Module Assessment will be the higher of the original and the new mark;

25.2 the Programme Board or Review Board may permit the student to carry out some further work on an existing assessed piece of work for resubmission;

25.3 The Programme Board or Review Board shall specify whether the repeat module assessment will take place either in the University's Special Assessment Period or during the next academic year;

25.4 Where a Dean of School approves leave of absence under the provisions of Regulation IX for a student who has been permitted to repeat a module assessment, this will be taken as approval for deferral of that repeat assessment and the Dean of School shall be required to specify the revised repeat assessment timescale prior to the leave of absence approval being processed.

 

Programme Board Meetings and Pass Lists

29. A Programme Board shall meet and shall receive for each candidate the Module Marks which are to be taken into consideration. The Programme Board shall determine the classification of each candidate by reference only to the Module Marks received by each candidate in accordance with paragraph 12 hereof amended as the case may be in accordance with paragraph 22 or 24 hereof.
30. The Pass List shall be signed by those of the following who are present: the External Programme Assessor, the person chairing the meeting, the Independent Board Member, and shall show the names of every student considered, arranged in alphabetical order within each classification group. In accordance with the provisions of Regulation XVI, the classifications of those candidates who have failed to discharge all obligations to the University will be withheld from the published list until such time as all obligations have been met.

31. Programme Boards shall, for each student that is being considered, and in accordance with the provisions of this regulation, take one of the following decisions which shall be published in the Pass List:

31.1 Pass with Distinction;
31.2 Pass with Merit;
31.3 Pass;

31.4 Eligible to resit;

31.5 Permit Repeat as a First Attempt;

31.6 Permit Repeat as a Second Attempt;

31.7 Fail - studies terminated (eligible for Postgraduate Diploma);

31.8 Fail - studies terminated (eligible for Postgraduate Certificate);

31.9 Fail - studies terminated (no award).

32. Programme Boards and Review Boards shall report upon their proceedings in a form and manner approved by Senate.
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