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Learning and Teaching Committee
Subject:
Proposed Policy for Admitting Students under the Age of 18
Origin: 
Director of Student Recruitment and Admissions


Executive Summary:

This paper summarises the issues in relation to admitting students under the age of 18 and a proposed new policy


Action Required: 
Learning and Teaching Committee is asked to approve the policy


1.
Background

Since the Age Discrimination Act came in to force in October 2006, an applicant cannot be discriminated against solely on the basis of his/her age.  This means that the University cannot operate a minimum age for entry to its courses but must simply consider the applicant against the published entry criteria.  

However, those under 18 are classed as children under law and it is therefore necessary to put procedures in place to ensure that parents/guardians are aware of the University’s responsibilities in relation to such applicants.

2.
Proposal


In order to safeguard the students and the University, it is proposed that an under 18s policy is adopted which specifies that an applicant cannot be accepted on to a course at Loughborough University unless their parent/guardian has signed the consent form (Appendix B) agreeing to the procedures outlined in the attached document (Appendix A).


The Admissions Policy should be amended as follows (additional section in italics):


‘The University is committed to achieving an educational and working environment which provides equality of opportunity, and freedom from discrimination on the grounds of race, colour, nationality, ethnic origin, gender, marital status, disability, religious or political beliefs, age, sexual orientation or social or economic background.


This Admissions Policy aims to address the requirements of the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000 and the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Act 2001.


Any applicant who will be under the age of 18 on 1 December after the start of their course will be required, along with their parent/guardian, to sign a consent form before they can take up their place at the University (link to information and consent form)’
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Arrangements for Students Under the Age of 18 Years

Introduction

Occasionally the University admits students who are under the age of 18 years. In most cases this will be a very temporary situation, as the student will be approaching their eighteenth birthday. The University treats all its students as independent, mature individuals and students who are under the age of 18 years will be treated in the same way. The usual personal and academic support arrangements will apply to students who are under 18 years.  This normally includes the allocation of a personal tutor and a comprehensive range of specialist student services.  If the student is resident in University owned or leased accommodation, a Warden will be allocated.  The University acknowledges that anyone under the age of 18 is legally a child and recognises that students under the age of 18 may therefore have additional needs in relation to their support and welfare. 

Parental responsibilities

The University is not able to take on the usual rights, responsibilities and authority that parents or guardians have in relation to a child, and it will not act in loco parentis in relation to students who are under the age of 18 years.  

Contracts

As a student who is under the age of 18 years may not be able to enter into legal contracts, the University require a student’s parents to honour all obligations under any contracts that the student enters into with the University prior to his or her eighteenth birthday (eg payment of fees due to the University).  By signing the enclosed pro-forma, the student’s parent or guardian agrees to this.

Student Accommodation

Parents and guardians should recognise that residential accommodation offered by the University is generally intended for the use of adults and that special arrangements cannot usually be made for students who are under the age of 18 years. 

Field Trips

Courses may involve compulsory or optional field trips, excursions or other periods of study away from the University.  The University is not able to take any additional responsibility for a student who is under the age of 18 years in relation to such activities. Unless indicated otherwise, by signing the enclosed pro-forma, parents or guardians give consent for the student to take part in these activities on that basis.

Alcohol 

It is illegal for alcohol to be sold to or bought by students who are under the age of 18 years. The University will take reasonable steps to seek to ensure that the law is not broken in relation to licensed premises under the University’s control but cannot undertake to supervise any individual student.  The Students’ Union is responsible for ensuring that appropriate arrangements are in place for its own licensed premises.  

Relationships with staff

Under the Sexual Offences (Amendment) Act 2000, it is a criminal offence for any person in a position of trust (which may include members of University staff) to engage in sexual activity with someone who is under 18 years.  

Child Protection

As a matter of law, a person under the age of 18 years is a child.  The University has a responsibility to protect those under the age of 18 years from abuse and will report any suspicions or allegations of abuse of children to the appropriate Social Services officer.  Any such suspicions or allegations will be reported to the Chief Operating Officer who will contact the appropriate authorities.  Wardens, the student’s personal tutor and any other appropriate staff will be CRB checked.

Notification

The relevant Head of Department and Warden will be notified, prior to registration, of any student within their School or Hall who will be under the age of 18 years on entry to the University.  The personal tutor will also be notified.  Teaching and other staff will not routinely be made aware of a student’s age.

Parental involvement

It is the University’s usual policy that it deals with students (with whom it has a contractual relationship) and not with parents or guardians and this approach will apply equally to students who are under the age of 18 years. The University will therefore correspond with students, not parents or guardians.  

Emergency Contact

It is particularly important that emergency contact details are provided for students under the age of 18 years. If a medical emergency arises and it is not possible for the University to contact the named individuals, a senior member of the University will, on behalf of the student’s parent or guardian, give such consent to treatment as is in the best interests of the student.  By signing the enclosed pro-forma, the student’s parent or guardian indicates their consent to this.
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Consent Form for Applicants Under the Age of 18
This section to be completed by the applicant: 

Name of Applicant: 

UCAS Personal ID: 

Programme of Study:

I hereby confirm that I have read and accept the conditions outlined in the ‘Arrangements for Students Under the Age of 18 years’ document provided by Loughborough University.  
Name of signatory (student):

________________________________

Signed:




________________________________

Date:




________________________________
This section to be completed by the parent/guardian of the applicant:

I hereby confirm that I have read and accept the conditions outlined in the ‘Arrangements for Students Under the Age of 18 years’ document provided by Loughborough University.  
I accept that Loughborough University will not act in loco parentis.
Name of signatory (parent/guardian):
__________________________________
Relationship to applicant:

________________________________
Signed:




________________________________

Date:




________________________________
