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4 November 2010

Notes of the meeting of the E-learning Advisory Group held on 
Monday 26 April 2010 at 2.30pm in the Council Chamber, Admin 2

Present: Morag Bell (Chair), Robert Bowyer, Paul Byrne, Adam Crawford, Tony Croft, Martin Harrison, Chris Peel, Keith Pond, Charles Shields.

1.  
Apologies

John Dickens, Jan Tennant, Ruth Jenkins, Phil Richards and Kelly Friend
2.
Minutes
The minutes of the last meeting were approved.
3.
Matters arising

Lecture capture is reported under item 4 distance learning

Web 2.0 policy to be deferred to a later meeting
4.
Strategic issues
4.1 
Distance Learning Fund programme

Enabling Project


a. Further automated lecture capture fixed installations have been implemented across campus with a total of 8 scheduled by the end of the project. We also have 5 personal capture licences for capturing audio and synchronised PowerPoint at any location on campus. 
ACTION CS: To look at forming a group which provides strategic oversight of lecture capture and feeds into the E-learning Advisory Group.
b. A thorough review of web conferencing tools has been conducted which will be suitable for use across all projects. This has been narrowed to a choice of Elluminate and Wimba Classroom.  Following further consultation with suppliers a final decision will be made in May. The chosen solution will be disseminated as the university supported system.

c. The ability to customise Learn for distance learning is being investigated and the first new look theme has been developed. The Programme will meet to look at this in more detail next month.

Departmental development projects

On the whole the projects are progressing well. A number of new distance learning staff development sessions have been delivered to support the programme and we are seeing improved sharing of ideas and expertise.

1. Aeronautical and Automotive Engineering are enabling development through resourcing Anoma Malalasekera to develop the project and we are starting to see quicker progress.

2. The Business School have shot several video resources and will start work shortly on interactive content through the bought in developer.

3. The CREST Virtual Lab and advanced lecture capture facilities are progressing to schedule, there have been some delays to the remote lab due to tendering for equipment.

4. Materials have been delayed in buying in the external industry experts within the timescale, we are hoping to overcome this through capturing talking heads videos.

5. SSEHS have seen some progress through resources produced by the bought in developer.

6. WEDC have embraced the project wholeheartedly and have undertaken substantial work in developing their expertise and capacity.

7. Wolfson School are working on several modules using the bought in developer for flash based resources and a Research Fellow working with the academics to make the course content appropriate for the target audience.

ACTION AC CS: Update at the next meeting
4.2
Electronic module feedback
Two papers from PQ Team on module feedback were presented.

PR confirmed via e-mail that ‘IT Services colleagues are happy with the PQ recommendations on on-line module feedback’

The papers concluded that: “In the light of the pilots, it was proposed that electronic questionnaires should not be routinely used to collect module feedback at this time.”
ACTION AC: investigate costs and issues for using electronic voting systems as the data capture element for collecting online feedback. 
4.3 
E-Assessment Review
Support for Question Mark Perception (QMP) version 4 will cease in 2012 when the version become obsolete. Loughborough needs to decide whether to move to QMP version 5. The existing university requirements for summative CAA are extensive and need to be met by QMP 5 or an alternative system. 

The Department of Mathematics would like the Open University System, ‘Open Mark’, considered in an evaluation as you can render Latek.

ACTION CS: Evaluate alternatives, identify costs and consider question transfer issues.

ACTION KF: Include E-assessment as a major agenda item at the July 13th ELAG meeting
5.
Review of learning technologies in maths education from Sigma CETL
Tony Croft presented a paper on “e-learning and technology in the teaching & learning of mathematics: what can we learn from the sigma CETL experience?” 

Which described the SIGMA experience in 6 key areas:

· Lecture capturing devices

· Interactive classroom technologies

· Software for learning or supporting the learning of mathematics

· Mobile devices

· Video conferencing and remote teaching environments

· Miscellaneous technologies used to enhance teaching and learning of mathematics, or to

· aid staff with course administration
ACTION CS: Key outcomes to be disseminated through staff development sessions.

6.
Report on LUSI Stage Team meeting (postponed from 25 Jan)
IT Services are looking at developing a co-ordinated approach to the development of student-related information systems to ensure the optimum use of resources and to avoid duplication of effort. They are developing a structure to manage and co-ordinate the various groups involved in the development of student-related information systems. 
ACTION MB: Progress will be reported at the next meeting. 

7.
Update on Learning Spaces conference
A paper was tabled by by Maurice FitzGerald entitled ‘Learning Landscapes and the Idea of the University: Efficiency, Effectiveness and Expression a copy of a conference report’ 
The conference summary was welcomed by the group and will also be debated at Programme Quality Team.

8.
Any Other Business

The students union are re-developing some of their space within the union building to include meeting rooms using new learning technology hardware.
ACTION CS and CP: To meet with SU member Henry to discuss an online booking system.
There is a current JISC call for Open Educational Resources (OER) funding, deadline 24th June. 

ACTION CS: To assess interest across campus and meet key parties to discuss potential proposals.
9.
Dates of future meetings
The next meeting is scheduled for 2pm Tuesday 13th July in Committee Room 2, Admin 2.

ACTION KF:  To arrange further meetings
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