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1. Programme Aims:

· to provide an intellectually stimulating environment in which students can develop the critical and practical skills of the sociologist;

· to provide students with the opportunity to study sociology in a multidisciplinary context where the value of interdisciplinary analysis is explored;

· to enable students to gain a broad knowledge and understanding of sociology, especially concerning the relations between personal troubles of milieu and public issues of social structure;

· to enable students to gain a deeper knowledge and understanding of issues in sociology through specialist study and research;

· to enable students to learn about the key concepts, theories and methods of sociology;

· to enable students to interpret and analyse social processes and structures;

· to enable students to compare different social arrangements;

· to enable students to address key issues in sociological analysis and in society, including social inequality and cultural diversity;

· to enable students to appreciate alternative perspectives in the social sciences;

· to enable students to appreciate the value of sociological approaches in non-academic contexts
· to enhance students’ career and employment opportunities on graduating.

2. Relevant subject benchmark statements and other external and internal reference points used to inform programme outcomes:

· The Benchmark Statement for Sociology

· The Framework for Higher Education Qualifications 

· University Learning and Teaching Strategy

· Departmental teaching and learning policies

· The research interests and specialisms of the teaching staff and their professional involvement in the discipline.

3. Programme Learning Outcomes

3.1 
Knowledge and understanding
On successful completion of this programme, students should be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in the following areas:

· thinking sociologically about social issues;

· knowledge of classical and contemporary social theory;

· understanding and practical experience of a range of qualitative and quantitative research methods;

· capability of comparing social institutions, structures and practices historically and geographically;

· appreciation of social and cultural diversity;

· understanding of the main features of social inequality;

· awareness of the role of culture in a changing society;

· interpretation of discourse in social interaction;

· reflecting upon personal and social identity;

· grasp of the epistemological underpinnings of different research traditions in sociology.
Learning, teaching and assessment methods to enable outcomes to be achieved and demonstrated:

The programme is delivered by lectures (including visual aids, audio and audio-visual materials), group tutorials (linked to lecture topics), seminars (based on shared readings and exercises), workshops (for practising methods), one-to-one tutorials (for advice on assignments and supervision of final year projects).  Students are required to work individually (typically for researching and writing essays and conducting the final year project) and also in groups (typically on practical research exercises).  Students are provided with handbooks on departmental procedure, programme syllabus and for each module.  Module handbooks give details of lectures, tutorials and workshops, study guidelines, guided reading, assignments and assessment.

Students progress through the programme from descriptive understanding to critical analysis, synthesis and increasing scope for individual originality, in effect, from the role of a consumer to that of a producer of sociological knowledge.  Coursework is commented upon critically and constructively in marking so as to help students develop their understanding and progress intellectually through the stages of the programme.

Assessment is by a combination of coursework assignments (including essays, research reports and, where appropriate, innovative forms), final year projects and, typically, end-of-module examinations.

3.2
Skills and other attributes:

a. Subject-specific cognitive skills
On successful completion of this programme, students should be able to:

· engage in critical reasoning;

· apply sociological concepts and theories;

· formulate research problems and select appropriate methodologies; 

· articulate sociological arguments in speech, writing and other forms.

Learning, teaching and assessment methods to enable outcomes to be achieved and demonstrated
Discussion is stimulated by shared reading of exemplary sociological texts and writings on current issues in seminars and tutorials.  The expression of different views and debate amongst students are encouraged.  Alternative theoretical frameworks and research strategies are compared and evaluated.  Advice is given on structuring and substantiating arguments in written assignments.  Students are required to use academic conventions of citation and referencing in their written work.
Assessment of intellectual and cognitive skills such as critical reasoning and argumentative communication is combined with assessment of knowledge and understanding.

b. Subject-specific practical skills

On successful completion of this programme, students should be able to:

· locate and retrieve sociological information;
· use sociological research tools;
· design and implement research projects;
· demonstrate ICT competence

Learning, teaching and assessment methods to enable outcomes to be achieved and demonstrated
Students are advised on accessing library materials and using the Internet for research.  Guidance is given on the use of academic conventions and modes of presentation for producing assessed work.
Practical skills such as retrieval of information and data analysis are assessed in relation to assessment of knowledge and understanding.

c. Generic skills
On successful completion of this programme, students should be able to:

· locate and retrieve information using primary and secondary sources;
· participate effectively in group work;
· use communications effectively, including writing formats;
· manage their time effectively;
· understand qualitative and quantitative data;
· demonstrate ICT competence.

Learning, teaching and assessment methods to enable outcomes to be achieved and demonstrated
Practice at critical reading, interpretation of various kinds of data, individual research, essay and report writing all develop generic skills.  Group work develops collaborative skills.  Students are also advised to schedule work carefully in order to meet deadlines and cope with the various demands upon their time.

Generic skills, which are especially important for employability, are assessed in relation to intellectual and practical skills, knowledge and understanding.

4. Programme structures and requirements, levels, modules, credits and awards:

Full details can be found in the Programme Regulations at:

http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/ar/lps/progreg/year/0809/docs/Sociology%20BSc.doc 
5. Criteria for admission to the programme:

This information can be found on the on-line prospectus at:

http://www.lboro.ac.uk/prospectus/ug/courses/dept/ss/sociology/index.htm

6. Information about the programme assessment strategy:

Most modules are assessed by a mixture of written examination and coursework, although there are exceptions in Year 1 where some modules are assessed entirely by coursework and others entirely by examination.  First year assessment is for progression to the second year.  Second year and third year results are weighted in the proportions 40% : 60% in calculating final degree classifications.

Students follow modules weighted at 120 credits each year.  In order to progress to the next year of the programme, or to be awarded the degree at the end of Year 3, students must, each year, accumulate at least 100 credits and obtain a minimum of 30% in remaining modules.

Any student who fails to meet these requirements has the automatic right of reassessment on one occasion only in any module which is causing them to fail the year.
Full details of these arrangements are contained in the official Programme Regulations at:

http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/ar/lps/progreg/year/0809/docs/Sociology%20BSc.doc 
7. What makes the programme distinctive?
Sociology at Loughborough is a single honours degree taught in a multidisciplinary department characterised by interdisciplinary scholarship.  The Sociology programme is taught by academic staff who are both leaders in their research fields and committed teachers.  As such the Sociology programme provides a solid background in the essentials of sociological theory, research practice and substantive areas as well as a set of optional modules that represent the cutting edge work of the scholars based in the department.  

The programme is based on three related principles: that sociology forms the basis for much social science theory, methodological practice and substantive knowledge; that sociology should not be taught in isolation from its cognate disciplines; and that the contribution of sociology to interdisciplinary studies should be stressed.  

The sociology programme uses a range of teaching and learning methods and maintains a careful balance and integration between theoretical, methodological and substantive topics. 

8. Particular support for learning:

http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/ar/templateshop/notes/lps/index.htm
Additional Information for the Department of Social Sciences:

Library:

Social science staff regularly order new material for the Library, including both books and journals.  Students receive a detailed reading list for each module, and popular texts are placed in the Short Loan collection to ensure ready access.

Computing Services:

The Social Sciences Department has three technicians who provide IT support for both staff and students.  The Department has an open-access IT laboratory for student use, and several others which can be booked when not in use for teaching purposes.

Counselling Service and English Language Study Unit:

Within the Social Sciences Department individual members of staff are always willing to assist students with their study skills, and the Personal Tutor system gives students a first port of call if they have personal problems to resolve.

Disabilities and Additional Needs Service and Mental Health Support Service

At Departmental level, staff work in collaboration with the Services to take account of students’ special needs when preparing teaching materials.  A Departmental Disability Co-ordinator (currently Dr Karen O’Reilly – k.oreilly@lboro.ac.uk) acts as a source of advice and help for both staff and students.

Careers Centre:

The Careers Centre organises a successful work-shadowing programme specifically of interest to students in the Department of Social Sciences.

9. Methods for evaluating and improving the quality and standards of learning:

http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/ar/templateshop/notes/lps/index.htm 
