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1. Aims of the programme:

· To enable students to gain advanced knowledge and understanding of the key debates, concepts and approaches appropriate to art and the public sphere.
· To provide knowledge to enable integration of art practice, art criticism and curatorial practices through an exploration of the theories, histories and practices associated with the art and the public sphere.
· To introduce ideas of collaborative and collective modes of cultural production and to develop an understanding of art as a hybridised set of practices.
· To enable students to develop a body of work appropriate for postgraduate level and in relation to key debates, concepts and approaches appropriate to art and the public sphere.

· To equip students with the range of critical, practical and transferable skills in order to function as artists, curators and writers.

· To enhance students’ career and employment opportunities on graduating.

2. Relevant subject benchmark statements and other external and internal reference points used to inform programme outcomes:

· Research Council Research Training Guidelines.

· QAA level descriptors for Programmes at M Level.

· Loughborough University Learning and Teaching Strategy.

· Departmental learning and teaching policies.

· Provision of equal opportunities.

· Framework for Higher Education Qualifications

· Periodic Programme Review
3. Intended Learning Outcomes

3.1 
Knowledge and Understanding:

Students will gain knowledge, understanding and competencies as follows:

· Demonstrate a knowledge of theories, histories and practices appropriate to art and the public sphere 

· Understand both the practical and theoretical relationship between art, writing and curation 

· Demonstrate the ability to managing projects, work within public contexts consistent with professional and ethical practice.
· Understanding of skills, methodologies and tools for research

Teaching, learning and assessment strategies to enable outcomes to be achieved and demonstrated:

Knowledge and understanding are acquired through the use of lectures, tutorials and seminar discussion, assignments, student presentations and guided independent study. 

The Public Project: Final Major Project, which is devised and developed by the student (based on the Project Proposal/Learning Agreement submitted in the Research, Practice and Proposal module) will provide a context for student learning. To support the development of the Public Project: Final Major Project individual staff/student tutorials are used for providing feedback and supervision of the student’s proposal and the work carried out during the project. 

Assessment procedures in individual modules include a combination of different coursework assignments, designed to encourage students to engage actively and critically with the theories, histories and practices associated with art and the public sphere. 

Module assessment tasks require students to explore and apply their understanding of art and the public sphere, via writing, presentation, curation and art practice.

3.2
Skills and other attributes:

a. Subject-specific cognitive skills:

On successful completion of these programmes, students should be able to demonstrate:

· Analytical and conceptual skills related to the theories, histories and practices of art and the public sphere

· Analytical and critical skills in understanding their practice in relation to ideas of collaborative and collective modes of cultural production
· Critical and evaluative skills in relation to the possibilities and problems created by art, curating, and writing practices within the context of Art and the Public Sphere

Teaching, learning and assessment strategies to enable outcomes to be achieved and demonstrated:

Students are introduced to the broad base of knowledge pertinent to understanding the historical roots and contemporary theorizing of such concepts as Public, Public Art, Public Sphere, Citizenship and Civil Society in relation to art practice, art writing and art curating with a questioning focus on the individual's own subject discipline. Cognitive/intellectual skills are acquired and enhanced by student participation in seminars, tutorials, group and individual presentations, and through the use of coursework tasks requiring demonstration of the skills relevant to specific modules, stages of the programme. The range of assessment procedures used in the programme allows for development and demonstration of these skills. Coursework assignments enable students to demonstrate their ability to make advanced level work (art, curation or writing) in context to the issues pertinent to art and the public sphere. 
b. Subject-specific practical skills:

On successful completion of these programmes, students should be able to demonstrate:

· Application via practice (art, curation and writing) of the issues relating to theories, histories and practices associated with art and the public sphere.
· The ability to practice as an artist, writer and curator in the public realm.

· Professionalism and awareness of the social and ethical issues involved in the initiation and management of a public event.

Teaching, learning and assessment strategies to enable outcomes to be achieved and demonstrated:
Subject-specific skills are developed through the focus of modules that enable students to apply their understanding of the theories, histories and practices of art and the public sphere. Students are engaged with the development of ideas for an advanced body of work, via art practice, curation and writing. In conjunction with this, the programme provides the opportunity to develop practical skills in relation to working on an event in a public context.
The participation of students in structured discussion, individual and group presentations and assessment tasks requires the application of knowledge, analysis and evaluation. The Public Project: Final Major Project requires the student to synthesise skills and knowledge gained from modules in the programme into the planning, management and contextualisation of their proposed student’s individual project. 
c. Key/transferable skills: 

On successful completion of these programmes, students should be able to achieve the following:

· Management of self-learning (using the Library and other printed, audio-visual and electronic resources; reading efficiently, problem solving, action planning, self-motivation, time management).
· Exercise initiative and responsibility with regard to professional development
· Demonstrate decision-making with regard to complex issues 
· Written, verbal and visual communication
· IT skills
· Project design and management
· Participation in group discussion and presentation
Teaching, learning and assessment strategies to enable outcomes to be achieved and demonstrated:

Key transferable skills are explicitly developed and promoted by the use of seminars, tutorials, group and individual presentations and through management and presentation of project work to strict deadlines. Coursework is required to be word-processed, and students are encouraged to use a variety of media as resources for their presentations, assignments and their practice. A major contribution to enhancement of these skills is the focus of the programme on forms of collaboration when working in public contexts; this programme acknowledges and focuses on integrating the different disciplines associated with producing an event in a public context. Working in the context of art and the public sphere requires the continual process of self-evaluation. 
4. Programme structures and requirements, levels, modules, credits and awards:

Full details can be found in the Programme Regulations at:
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/ar/lps/progreg/year/0809/index.htm
5. Criteria for admission to the programme:

Candidates for the programme will normally be expected to have obtained a good honours Bachelor degree or equivalent in an art and design discipline(s) or a closely related subject. A lower level qualification with appropriate professional/industrial experience may also be considered.

6. Information about assessment:

For the award of M.A. candidates must obtain 180 module credits.

All taught modules will be assessed on the basis of coursework.

A candidate will normally be permitted to proceed to the Final Project and Presentation after studying taught modules with a total modular weight of 120.

Each module in the Programme will be assessed and credit awarded in accordance with the levels of achievement specified in Regulation XXI.

In accordance with the Regulation XXI, candidates who have the right of re-assessment in a module will be offered an opportunity to be re-assessed in a special assessment period.

7. What makes the programme distinctive:

The programme has a number of distinctive features.  A unique aspect is its inter-disciplinary approach as it will bring together artists, curators and writers who are interested in interrogating and exploring contemporary art and its relation to the notion of the public sphere. The programme develops the discourse from art in public space to a broader interrogation of what we might understand to be ‘public’. Importantly, it emerges from a series of current developments taking place within contemporary art production: the rise of the uber curator as signature name for events over and above the artist; the Biennial phenomenon; the affect of ‘third way’ politics on the development of cultural policy; the development of critical, cross-disciplinary developments in art practice today; art as action (relational) as well as interpretation (discourse) and the ‘social turn’ in art. The course considers art, art criticism and curatorial practices as an integral and vital aspect of culture in the 21st century and it operates by bringing together practice and theory as praxis. Importantly, it sets out to bring together art, art criticism and curatorial practices through an exploration of the theories, histories and practices associated with 'publics'. Another distinctive and innovative aspect of the programme is its emphasis on collaborative and collective modes of cultural production and starts from an understanding of art as a hybridised set of practices. 

The programme will have close links with Radar, the University’s contemporary arts programme and students have the option of working alongside Radar to realize projects in the public realm. Radar is not confined to a particular location but inhabits a range of spaces across the campus and town. Students will have the option of developing their major project with a public agency; LUSAD has a number of regional contacts which will help support this option, these include; IKON Birmingham, EASTSIDE Birmingham, QUAD Derby, Lighthouse, New Art Gallery Walsall, Leicester's City Gallery, DOT Leicester, Henry Moore Institute, Leeds. 
8. Particular support for learning:

Particular support for learning

i) Departmental Support
The department has an integrated structure for the management, appraisal and planning of teaching and learning. This is comprised of a Co-ordinator of Teaching and Learning (who manages teaching committee and has overall responsibility for teaching matters).

Programme Co-ordinators have responsibility for the academic content and the general organisation of the course, and the academic welfare of the students), Year Co-ordinators monitor students performance and attendance and Personal Tutors who are responsible for matters relating to academic welfare. A tutor to co-ordinate support for international students.

The Department prepares a handbook for students, which is available via the internet with important information including the management structure of the department, programme and module specifications and general points relating to coursework, assessment and student advice and support. 

Students are also assigned a personal tutor who is responsible for their personal welfare who arranges to see them regularly during the first semester. Thereafter the personal tutor arranges to see their tutees at important times, such as after assessment, at the start of a new year or when problems have been raised in respect to the tutees by Year Coordinator, Programme Director or Director of Teaching.

The Internal examiners for each module meet with students after every semester to discuss performance, to give constructive feedback and to indicate possible additional sources of help.

ii) Technical Support
The School has well equipped workshops with experienced technical staff in all programme areas, which are available to all students, irrespective of their programme specialisation. In addition, it is often possible to find specialised technical advice from staff in other university departments.

University Support Facilities

http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/ar/templateshop/notes/lps/index.htm http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/ar/templateshop/notes/lps/index.htm
9. Methods for evaluating and improving the quality and standards of 
learning:

http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/ar/templateshop/notes/lps/
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