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24 When positioning higher education qualifications within the FHEQ, higher education providers will wish to assure the public that the achievements represented by qualifications are appropriate and represented consistently. Higher education providers are responsible 

for demonstrating that each of their qualifications is allocated to the appropriate level of the FHEQ. In considering the appropriate level for a qualification, higher education providers consider: 

· the relationship between the intended outcomes of the programme and the expectations set out in the qualification descriptors 

· whether there is a sufficient volume of assessed study that will demonstrate that the learning outcomes have been achieved 

· whether the design of the curriculum and assessments is such that all students following the programme have the opportunity to achieve and demonstrate the intended outcomes.
76 Failure at a higher level does not mean that a lower qualification cannot be awarded. However, where a student does not demonstrate the outcomes set out in a qualification descriptor, a lower qualification should only be awarded if the student has demonstrated the outcomes required for that qualification. 

77 Higher education providers ensure that: 

· the outcomes required for each of their qualifications are specified clearly 

· achievement of those outcomes is demonstrated before a qualification is awarded 

· assessment procedures that permit compensation or condonation are not applied in a way that might allow a qualification to be awarded without achievement of the full 

outcomes being demonstrated.

QAA Guidelines for preparing Programme Specifications: Annex 2

What are 'learning outcomes' and how are they written? 

Learning outcomes are statements that identify what learners will have gained as a result of their learning; they should be linked directly to the knowledge, understanding, skills, capabilities and values that a student will have gained after completing a programme, and they should be set at an appropriate level by reference to the FHEQ. 

Learning outcomes should be written for the programme at a particular level. One way of doing this is to consider what it is that the successful student is expected to know and understand, together with the skills that they should be able to demonstrate on successful completion of the programme. Learning outcomes are an expression of such considerations, also identifying how they can be achieved and within the context of the aims of the college.

QAA CoP section 7: Appendix 2

Level 

· At what level is the programme being designed/evaluated? 

· What is the level of the intended learning outcomes for the programme for any named stages in the programme? (A level is an indicator of the relative demand, complexity, depth of study and learner autonomy involved in a programme. Various systems are currently in use to identify levels, including descriptors indicating the intellectual and skill attainment expected of students). 

· What is the location of the programme on The framework for higher education qualifications in England, Wales and Northern Ireland? Are there any European or other reference points that should be considered with regard to level?

