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Proposal for a New Programme

This form is available for downloading from admin/ar/templates/new_prog - spaces can be expanded as required.

This proposal is in     Strategic Phase
        

Operational Phase
     
	1.
Name of Department and Departmental contact

     SSES, M.R. Yeadon

	2.
Award and Title of proposed new programme (see * below)

       BSc (Hons) Sport and Exercise Science (Gymnastics)
     * Note that this will be a pathway within / alongside the existing BSc (Hons) Sport and Exercise Science programme


	3.
Month and Year of first intake to the programme

       October 2008

Will the programme be offered as:



full-time


 FORMCHECKBOX 

part-time


 FORMCHECKBOX 

full-time and part-time



	4. If the proposed new programme is a revised version of an existing programme, state how this will be phased in, i.e. - year(s) that Parts B, C, D will commence; pathway for students currently on placement/leave of absence and resit students

Not applicable to this proposal.  


	5. List the numbers of any new modules proposed.

PEA004  Analysis and Performance in Gymnastics.  This will be compulsory and will only be open as a 10 credit module to students on the gymnastics pathway.  
PEC004  Research Project in Gymnastics.  This will be compulsory and will only be open to students on the gymnastics pathway.  The research project provides an opportunity for students to access the records of British Gymnastics as well as performances of national team members.  


PEC050  Gymnastics Research and Implications for Coaching.  This will be a compulsory module and will only be open to students on the gymnastics pathway.  

List the numbers of any restructured modules (changed credit weighting) proposed.  
For students on this pathway the 10 credit module in gymnastics PEA004 Analysis and Performance in Gymnastics will replace the 20 credit module on two sports PEA001 Analysis and Performance in Sport.  It will only be available as a 10 credit module to students on this pathway.  
       For students on this pathway PEC004 Gymnastics Research Project module will replace the PEC003 Research Project module in the BSc (Hons) Sport and Exercise Science.  It will have the same credit weighting (40) as the present module but will have different aims and assessment requirements.  It will be a compulsory module and will only be open to students on this pathway who will have access to the records of British Gymnastics and national squad members.  
 This pathway will be clearly distinct from the BSc (Hons) Sport and Exercise Science in a number of ways.  The selection of modules will be largely prescribed with most modules compulsory in each year.  There will be the three modules listed above which can only be taken by students on this pathway.  There will be modules which are compulsory for the BSc (Hons) Sport and Exercise Science which will not be taken by students on the gymnastics pathway.  The pathway will have a sufficient specific focus on gymnastics since the third year will include 70 credits for modules on gymnastics (Gymnastics Project 40, Gymnastics Research and Implications for Coaching 10, Applied Sports Science – Gymnastics 20).    

 

	6.
Is it intended that any modules will be available by full/partial Distance Learning?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes













   No

Is it intended that the programme will be fully Distance Learning?



 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes













   No

Guidelines on full/partial DL provision are available on the intranet at:

https://internal.lboro.ac.uk/admin/registry/uniwide/
QAA Guidelines on the Quality Assurance of Distance Learning should be followed and are available at:

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/public/dlg/contents.htm


	7.
Reasons for the proposal: its purpose and relevance; how it will enhance calibre of teaching and learning; implications for existing programmes and modules in the department (see * below)
    The proposed pathway has arisen against a background of research in gymnastics, sports science support for British Gymnastics, the establishment of the Centre for Gymnastics Research, the construction of the National Gymnastics Performance and Research Centre, and the appointment of a Director of Gymnastics who delivers a third year module on Applied Sports Science in Gymnastics on the current BSc (Hons) in Sport and Exercise Science.

     The pathway will have an internal departmental code and entry will be via application to the BSc (Hons) in Sport and Exercise Science and will draw its numbers from within that quota.  The pathway will provide a specific route for obtaining the relevant sports science background for advanced gymnastics coaching, administration and research.  There will be an opportunity for students taking this pathway to obtain coaching qualifications and coaching experience in parallel but separate from the degree.  This will take advantage of the unique gymnastics facilities at Loughborough University and the expertise of the Director of Gymnastics.  British Gymnastics has agreed to give access to national squad gymnasts and administrative information to students on this pathway for their third year gymnastics research project module.   
    The impact on the Sport and Exercise Science programme and existing modules will be small since student numbers will be small and will be drawn from the total pool.  


	8.
Expected student numbers

       5 - 10


	9. Staffing implications - adequacy of existing departmental resources; net increase/reduction in staff teaching effort or demands on support staff

There will be no increase in students numbers as a result of the introduction of this pathway since the student numbers for this pathway will come from within the total numbers of the BSc (Hons) in Sport and Exercise Science intake.   There will be no increase in staff teaching effort for module PEA004  Analysis and Performance in Gymnastics since the content and delivery already exists as part of PEA001 Analysis and Performance in Sport.  There will be a re-distribution rather than an increase in staff teaching effort for module PEC004 Gymnastics Research Project since students on this pathway will be taking this module rather than the existing research project or other modules within the current BSc (Hons) in Sport and Exercise Science.  The expertise for the new module PEC050 Gymnastics Research and Implications for Coaching exists within the current complement of staff and the delivery of this module will have minimal impact since the load will be spread across a number of staff.  Again there will be a concomitant reduction in student numbers on other modules.  


	10.
Additional Library requirements

There will be a number of articles from existing journals within the library that students will use.  Copies will be provided to students by lecturers and so the implications for the library are minimal.  



	11.
Additional Computing Support required 

No additional support will be required.  
        FORMCHECKBOX 
   Network/Software (please elaborate):

        FORMCHECKBOX 
   Lab Space (please elaborate):



	12. Other resource implications, e.g. - lecture room, lab and other space requirements; equipment, materials; timetabling constraints (block-teaching for example); any special residential requirements

There will be no additional resource implications other than a lecture room for 5-10 students for the module PEC050 Gymnastics Research and Implications for Coaching.  


	13. Implications for other departments both providing and receiving 

It is planned that students will take the Human Sciences second year module HUB213 on Growth and Development.  Human Sciences have indicated that it will be possible to accommodate the small number of additional students.  



	14. Evidence of demand and suitability; views of lecturers; current/prospective students; external examiners/ assessors, professional/industrial bodies etc.

The proposal has been considered by the Learning and Teaching Committee and by Management Committee in SSES and has been approved to proceed to this application.  Current students taking the third year Applied Sports Science - Gymnastics module (PEC103) have indicated that they would have been interested if such a pathway had been available.  Two external examiners have been contacted and have written in support of the proposed pathway in gymnastics.  British Gymnastics see this degree development at Loughborough University as a means of securing the long term development of gymnastics in the UK from the perspective of informed coaching and administrative personnel.  


	 15.
Implications for employability

       There will be opportunities for employment as a gymnastics coach both centrally within British Gymnastics and at the national gymnastics performance centres.  There will be opportunities for employment as an administrator within British Gymnastics and elsewhere.  There is the potential for these students to continue into gymnastics support or research positions associated with the Centre for Gymnastics Research at Loughborough University as well as support and research positons elsewhere.


	16. Any other relevant information

      British Gymnastics are very keen to develop degree studies in gymnastics at Loughborough University given the more than twenty years of collaboration with LU on sports science support and research.  This is an opportunity to be innovative with good PR implications.  If such a development is to occur in the UK it should be here at Loughborough University.  
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