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1. Aims of the programme: 

· to create a specialist environment for the creative use and in-depth knowledge of ceramic materials and processes
· to foster a higher creative ethos for the investigation of ceramic form, material, and process
· to encourage critical and reflective analysis of materials based creative practice, and awareness of the need for a balance between intellectual understanding and technical knowledge and skills.
· to foster knowledge and understanding of the critical and historical context of individual creative practice and develop students awareness of the professional and ethical context for their practice and enable students to identify their own personal creative and career pathways
· to develop in students the ability to articulate ideas visually  (through a variety of media) verbally, and in writing.

· to develop students’ research skills in relation to the theory and chemistry of materials used in studio ceramics

2. Relevant subject benchmark statements and other external and internal reference points used to inform programme outcomes:
· Loughborough University learning and teaching strategy (http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/ar/policy/learning_and_teaching/index.htm).

· The School of Art and Design and Design learning and teaching policies.

· Loughborough University academic quality procedures handbook (http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/ar/policy/aqp/index.htm).

· the research interests and subject specialist knowledge of the teaching staff and their 

professional involvement in the discipline.

· Loughborough University equal opportunities policy. (http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/personnel/harassmentandb/equalopps.htm).
· The framework for Higher education Qualifications
(http://www.qaa.ac.uk/academicinfrastructure/FHEQ/default.asp) 
· the QAA Policy Statement on a structured and supported process for personal development (see PDP outline section in the student handbook -http://www.lboro.ac.uk/departments/ac/Studenthandbook/contents.htm)


Note: that there are currently no subject benchmark statements for masters level Art and Design programmes.
3. Intended Learning Outcomes, 
3.1 Knowledge and Understanding:
On successful completion of this programme, students should be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of:

· advanced creative uses of ceramics materials and process
· the physical characteristics and properties of ceramic materials and their use in clay 


bodies and glazes at an advanced level 
· methodologies for the critical analysis of  studio ceramics production, and how to articulate verbally and in writing the ideas, aims, and objectives of creative work
· how to develop a high level of personal creative practice in a professional context

· how to advance their articulation of creative concepts and outcomes.
· the visual, practical,  and research methodologies required to undertake a professionally developed Final Project 

Teaching, learning and assessment strategies to enable outcomes to be achieved and demonstrated:

Modules will engage the students in workshop and studio practice methodologies while exploring through negotiated and self set briefs, specific and individually defined and tailored projects. These will be developed through tutorial guidance in response to the student’s own visual, material, and contextual research interests. Lectures, seminars, individual and group tutorials will advance knowledge and understanding of the wider context of research and professional development.
Formative assessment feedback will be achieved through individually documented tutorials; module assessment will include coursework assignments, presentations, essays, and reports. Summative assessment feedback will be given for each module. There are no formal timed examinations.
3.2
Skills and other attributes:

a. Subject-specific cognitive skills:

On successful completion of this programme, students should be able to:


· apply their knowledge and understanding to evaluate, synthesise, and reflect upon the creative, professional, ethical issues raised by their own work and that of their peer group, and develop strategies for their implementation.


· build a framework of understanding of how to create a body of creative work and implement strategies to realize their aims and objectives in an appropriate professional environment.

Teaching, learning and assessment strategies to enable outcomes to be achieved and demonstrated:


Lectures, tutorials, seminars and self directed studio projects will enhance cognitive development and it’s application within and beyond the course parameters. Formative and summative assessment, self assessment, coursework assignments, and feedback will emphasise the need for a high standard of cognitive awareness.
b. Subject-specific practical skills:

On successful completion of this programme, students should be able to:
· utilise their knowledge and understanding of creative studio practice through the use of materials and workshop processes.

· to communicate the aims and objectives of the work.

Teaching, learning and assessment strategies to enable outcomes to be achieved and demonstrated:


Practical skills within the subject will be developed through tutorials, workshops, demonstrations and individual research and exploration. Both formative and summative assessment will focus on the practical outcomes and the appropriate values as defined and evaluated by the student in the Learning Agreement and the end of module student self evaluation.

c. Key/transferable skills:

On successful completion of this programme, students should be able to:

· deal with the complex and inter-related issues in the production of creative work analytically, creatively, and professionally.


· apply knowledge, understanding, and practical experience in the use of workshops, materials and process creatively, practically and with due regard to all issues of health and safety


· be self motivated, independent, manage time efficiently and be able to professionally engage with clients, suppliers and colleagues in the work environment.

· demonstrate visual, verbal and literacy skills at a professional level

Teaching, learning and assessment strategies to enable outcomes to be achieved and demonstrated:

The negotiation of the Learning Agreement for each module through group and individual tutorials,  emphasis on the necessity for clear communication with fellow student and academic and technical tutors in the workshop. Through assessed module assignments which will involve the students in visual and technical research, the compilation of reports, essays, and presentations, engagement with appropriate external and professional bodies and individuals.


4. Programme structures and requirements , levels, modules, credits and awards:


CONTENTS 
	Code
	Title
	Weight
	Sem
	Status

	SAP201
	Challenging Traditions – New Practice                             
	15
	1
	Compulsory

	SAP204
	Material and Process Research                                         
	30
	1 
	Compulsory

	SAP006
	Research Methods and Methodologies                           
	15
	1
	Compulsory

	SAP003
	Practice, Research, & Entrepreneurial Skills                    
	25
	2
	Compulsory

	SAP205
	Context and Practice                                                          
	35
	2
	Compulsory

	SAP206
	Final Project                                                                        
	60
	2 (summer)
	Compulsory


5. Criteria for admission to the programme:

Candidates for the programme will normally be expected to have obtained a good honours Bachelor degree or equivalent in an art and design discipline(s) or a closely related subject. A lower level qualification with appropriate professional / industrial experience may also be considered.

6. Information about assessment regulations:

· For the award of M.A. candidates must obtain 180 module credits

· All taught modules will be assessed on the basis of coursework

· A candidate will normally be permitted to proceed to the Final Project after studying taught modules with a total modular weight of 120.
· The MA and the Loughborough Postgraduate Certificate/Diploma will be awarded ‘with Distinction’ to those candidates who fulfil the relevant requirements as specified in Regulation XXI. 
· In accordance with the Regulation XXI, candidates who have the right of re-assessment in a module will be offered an opportunity to be re-assessed in a special assessment period.
7. What makes the programme distinctive:
Ceramics at Loughborough is a well established specialist art & design facility with a good range of studio accommodation, equipment, and facilities for a wide range of ceramic production and process. It is particularly well resourced in technical and practical studio facilities and expertise with gas, oil, wood, and electric kilns; and facilities and storage to produce individual and bespoke clay bodies in small to medium batches for a wide variety of studio ceramic applications.

The programme can accommodate breadth but is specifically and uniquely aimed at graduates and practitioners who wish to develop and challenge their current knowledge and practice in studio ceramics through engagement with ideas, materials and process.
The programme originates from previous and current research interests of the core staff into aspects of studio production and process, it is situated in a University which allows contact with a wider range of practical and theoretical research facilities, and can offer opportunities for involvement with practitioners, design manufacturers, and local industry. 
· 8. Particular support for learning:

These can be found from the link below:
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/ar/templateshop/notes/lps/index.htm 

9. Methods for evaluating and improving the quality and standards of learning:

· These can be found from the link below:
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/ar/templates/notes/lps/
