Proposal for a New Programme

This form is available for downloading from admin/ar/templates/new_prog - spaces can be expanded as required.


This proposal is in Strategic Phase


Operational Phase

	1.
Name of Department and Departmental contact
       Department of Information Science: Dr Fytton Rowland/Heather Rees – Ext 3077

	2.
Award and Title of proposed new programme (see * below)

       BSc (Hons) Publishing with E-Business



	3.
Month and Year of first intake to the programme
      October 2006


Will the programme be offered as:


√
full-time


 FORMCHECKBOX 

part-time


 FORMCHECKBOX 

full-time and part-time



	4.
If the proposed new programme is a revised version of an existing programme, state how this will be phased in, i.e. - year(s) that Parts B, C, D will commence; pathway for students currently on placement/leave of absence and resit students
       N/A



	5.
List the numbers of any new modules proposed.

None


List the numbers of any restructured modules (changed credit weighting) proposed.

      ISB026 Editing and Marketing

      ISB027 Publishing Design and Production



	6.
Is it intended that any modules will be available by full/partial Distance Learning?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes













√  No

       Is it intended that the programme will be fully Distance Learning?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes













√  No

Guidelines on full/partial DL provision are available on the intranet at:

https://internal.lboro.ac.uk/admin/registry/uniwide/
QAA Guidelines on the Quality Assurance of Distance Learning should be followed and are available at:

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/public/dlg/contents.htm


	7.
Reasons for the proposal: its purpose and relevance; how it will enhance calibre of teaching and learning; implications for existing programmes and modules in the department (see * below)
      The existing publishing programme in DIS, BA(Hons) Publishing with English (PwE), requires students to have achieved at least a grade B in ’A’ level English, and one-third of the teaching for this programme takes place in the Department of English & Drama.  Constraints on numbers imposed by English & Drama prevent the growth of numbers in that programme beyond an intake of 30 students per year.  Some students wishing to proceed to careers in publishing (especially electronic publishing, a growth area) may not have attempted ‘A’ level English, and we are not providing for these students at present.  Knowledge of e-commerce, to a degree of detail beyond that provided within the PwE programme, can be provided through modules currently taught by DIS but currently delivered solely to students of the Department of Computer Science on their Computer Science and E-Business programme.  By combining DIS’s modules in publishing with those in e-business, we believe that we will produce a coherent programme particularly suited to students wishing to pursue careers in the electronic publishing industry, which will be attractive both to student applicants and to prospective employers.  As such careers are likely to be in the scientific & technical or business & professional sectors of publishing, the lack of English Literature in the programme will not be a drawback.



	8.
Expected student numbers
       Fifteen per year (45 over a three-year programme)



	9.
Staffing implications - adequacy of existing departmental resources; net increase/reduction in staff teaching effort or demands on support staff
       No net increase in departmental undergraduate recruitment quota is proposed and no new modules are to be introduced, but there will be a rebalancing of numbers between the department’s programmes.  Thus some modules will have larger numbers and some fewer than is the case at present.  No net increase in demand on academic staff or other resources is expected.

      

	10.
Additional Library requirements
       Little, since no new modules are proposed.  A small number of additional copies of core texts for modules that take increased numbers may be needed.



	11.
Additional Computing Support required 

       Again little additional demand is expected since no new modules will be taught.  The departmental      

        computer laboratories in DIS may be used for timetabled classes a little more intensively

        FORMCHECKBOX 
   Network/Software (please elaborate):

        FORMCHECKBOX 
   Lab Space (please elaborate):



	12.
Other resource implications, e.g. - lecture room, lab and other space requirements; equipment, materials; timetabling constraints (block-teaching for example); any special residential requirements

       None

	13.
Implications for other departments both providing and receiving 

      Students on the proposed programme will take SSA301 and SSA302 Introduction to Communication and Media Studies A and B, a pair of 10-credit first-year modules in the Department of Social Sciences.  This will add fifteen students to the numbers for this module.  In return the Department of Information Science is willing to take up to fifteen first-year Communications and Media Studies students from the Department of Social Sciences, taking the DIS 20-credit first-year module running across both semesters, ISA004 Introduction to Publishing, as an option.

      Students on the proposed new programme will take COC003 Internet Marketing, a ten-credit module taught in semester 1 in part C.  This module was formerly a DIS module but is now taught by the Department of Computer Science.  In the steady state this will add fifteen students to this module, but these numbers are not likely to be reached until the academic year 2010-2011.



	14.
Evidence of demand and suitability; views of lecturers; current/prospective students; external examiners/ assessors, professional/industrial bodies, etc.
       Letters of support have been obtained from a prospective employer, the current External Programme Assessor for Publishing with English and a graduate from the former Information and Publishing Studies programme.



	15.
Implications for employability
      A research project undertaken for the Department of trade and industry some years ago (see Oppenheim, C., Greenhalgh, C. and Rowland, F., ‘The Future of Scholarly Journal Publishing’, Journal of Documentation , 56(4), 2000, 361-398) indicated that lack of electronic publishing skills was hampering the growth of the publishing industry in the UK.  Evidence from recruitment of Publishing graduates more recently, and evidence of the growth of electronic publishing, suggests that there will be an even greater demand now for students with knowledge of both publishing and e-commerce. 

	16.
Any other relevant information
This proposal is part of a phased process of balancing the Department’s undergraduate programmes to achieve something closer to equality of numbers between the Information Management programmes and the Publishing programmes, thus reducing unhealthy dependence on one programme area.  As all of the department’s present programmes include substantial involvement from other departments, it is also felt desirable to offer an alternative that is offered predominantly within this department, making us less vulnerable to policy changes made by other departments.


· A department proposing a group of new programmes/titles with a high proportion of common modules, or proposing to add a new programme/title to an existing group of this kind, should produce information clearly defining the award pathways and justify the differentiation of the award titles.  Proposals of this type should be flagged up during the strategic phase, bearing in mind that the case may be driven by non-pedagogic issues (such as marketing, recruitment or administration).

For proposals of this kind, Departments are advised to produce a single set of Programme Regulations and one Programme Specification, identifying clearly the pathways to, and the ILOs for, the award titles.  

STRATEGIC PHASE


Financial Statement attached


Howard Jones (Student Recruitment and Admissions) and Tony Westaway/
Jonathan Clapham (International Office) have been consulted about the 
proposed title of the programme)

Departments having terminology in common in their programme titles 
and for which this may be a concern have been consulted 
e.g Management, Business, Design.  Consultation forms are attached

Head of Department Signature:…………………………………………………………….

Date: …………………………………..

Comments from Associate Dean (Teaching):

This proposal has been discussed with the Department and can now be submitted to the Faculty Directorate and Operations Sub-Committee.

Yes/No

Associate Dean (Teaching) Signature: ………………………………………………………..

Date: ……………………………………

Forms not including both the Head of Department's and Associate Dean (Teaching)'s signature will not be accepted.

OPERATIONAL PHASE

Programme Regulations attached (with any Distance Learning Modules identified)                (
Programme Specification attached                                                                                           (
(see Template Shop website for updated Prog Spec Template and Guidance Notes,

and Prog Spec Exemplar Intranet Site for exemplars.)

New and Restructured Module Specifications (CIS versions) attached                                   (
(to include a completed proposal form for module changes as used for 

the Annual Update process, excluding the Approval Route page for signatures
 – one form will suffice for common responses)

Assessment Matrix attached (for all modules)                                                                        (
Evidence of External Support attached                                                                                  (
Consultation forms attached and considered:

Other Academic Departments                                                                                                (
Computer Science
Social Sciences

Library                                                                                                                                    (
Careers Centre                                                                                                                      (
Computing Services                                                                                                              (
Media Services                                                                                                                     (
Professional Development (where appropriate for the development, support and              N/a

provision of distance learning)

Quality Assurance Statement attached (for collaborative proposal only)                            N/a
Head of Department Signature:

                                                        ………………………….…………………..… 

                                            Date:    …………………………………..

Comments from the Associate Dean (Teaching):

This proposal can now be submitted to Curriculum Sub-Committee

Associate Dean (Teaching) Signature:               

                                                                    ………………………………………..

                                             Date:               ……………………………………

Forms not including both the Head of Department's and Associate Dean (Teaching)'s signature will not be accepted.

WHEN SUBMITTING OPERATIONAL PROPOSALS please forward an electronic copy of the proposal form and the programme regulations/specification as an email attachment to J.E.Elliott

(February 2006)







