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1. Aims of the programme:

· to provide a supportive environment where students have the freedom to explore the widest possible range of studio processes and ideas

· to generate enthusiasm for fine art practice and media, as a means for students to develop their ideas through to material outcomes whether these are images, objects, texts, sounds or other manifestations

· to encourage excitement for all aspects of art making, with special emphasis on risk-taking, curiosity, innovation and adventurousness

· to provide access to learning basic skills relating to the production of art

· to enable an understanding of a broad range of materials and processes, the use of new technologies in art making and issues in contemporary art through familiarity with contemporary examples

· to enable students to engage with a wide range of activities, such as curating, exhibiting, and exhibition review that foster the making and critical understanding of art

· to enable students to develop the skills for generating images and forms that will articulate their experience and perspective as participants in contemporary society

· to enable students to develop the research skills which will help them to access information and imagery for use in the formation of their ideas

· to develop a deep understanding of the diverse methodologies which constitute practical and theoretical research in fine art and to be familiar with their use

· to enable students to gain an historical perspective on contemporary issues in fine art with the intention that this knowledge will make it possible for them to realise the potential of their studio and theory interests

· to provide access to a wide range of visiting artists and theorists. 

· to provide a high quality honours programme in fine art which maximises students’ opportunity to graduate with a good degree and enhance their employability

2. Relevant subject benchmark statements and other external and internal reference points used to inform programme outcomes:

· The Definitive Version (Draft) of the Art & Design Subject Benchmark Statement
· LUSAD Learning and Teaching Strategy
· The research interests and specialisms of the teaching staff and their professional involvement in the subject
National Qualifications Framework

Accreditation documents

Etc…
3. Intended Learning Outcomes

Knowledge and Understanding:

The fine art degree engages with a very broad range of interests on the basis that professional artists today benefit from expertise in diverse media. The multi and inter-disciplinary nature of the programme is designed to enable each student to extend their knowledge and abilities in whatever fine art field they have chosen to work. The fine art degree gives students the opportunity to develop their knowledge and understanding of fine art practice in the following areas:

1.
Project initiation: with emphasis on, for example, conceptual approaches, development of ideas, initiating visual enquiry, self-directed study, generating inventive treatment of themes and materials

2.
Project development: with emphasis on, for example, researching visual imagery, processing of ideas through a range of practices, creative approaches to the interrelationship of various fine art technologies

3.
Project appraisal: with emphasis on, for example, critical assessment of practice, terminology for discussing visual, historical and conceptual aspects of fine art practice, approaches to analysing other artists’ work, grasp of relation between their own and other artists’ practices

4.
Research methods in studio practice: with emphasis on, for example, collection and categorisation of images and related textual material, use of library, archive and internet resources, critical evaluation of research material, gallery visits and appraisal of exhibitions, approaches to curating

5. Generating an identifiable personal studio practice: with emphasis on, for example, sustaining vision and adapting work processes to respond to issues and ideas arising in the practice

6.
Assuming responsibility for content and direction of creative work and, in relation to their final studio project and dissertation, being responsible for maintaining independent work over a sustained period of time

7
Commission process: with emphasis on, for example, site visits and preparing project brief, presentation of brief, timely completion of commission

8.
Entrepreneurial and Business practices in fine art: with emphasis on, for example, writing a curriculum vitae, composing applications for funding, further study, marketing methods

9.
Research methods in Art History and Theory: with emphasis on, for example, locating and evaluating textual and visual sources, organising ideas, developing critical perspectives on research material, developing a range of writing skills and the ability to present ideas in discussion

10.
Interpretation and analysis in Art History and Theory: with emphasis on, for example, the contemporary debate around the interpretation and production of meaning in fine art, the historical context for contemporary issues in fine art, the relationship between such issues and the student’s own practice

Teaching, learning and assessment strategies to enable outcomes to be achieved and demonstrated:

At the beginning of their undergraduate studies, students are provided with information as to how to access an electronic handbook on the departmental infrastructure and procedures, programme and module information and examination structure. Deadlines for assessed coursework are produced by the internal examiner for each module and distributed to the students. Assessed coursework is submitted according to the procedures and protocols of the department concerned. Student feedback is collected regularly by the School of Art and Design. Action is taken to improve modules and programmes where appropriate.

Coursework is commented upon critically and constructively with written and verbal feedback accompanying the returned work in order to allow the students to improve their understanding and intellectual development.

Knowledge and understanding of sections 1-6 is acquired by seminars, lectures, individual and group tutorials, group critiques, group presentations, and by guided independent research and studio work. Assessment is by course work and individual presentations, including the major component of the last semester of the third year, the final exhibition project.

The practical knowledge acquired in sections 1-6 is introduced through workshops and demonstrations. This is quantified by demonstrable skills.

Knowledge and understanding of section 7 is acquired by studio work and presentations. Assessment is by coursework alone.

Knowledge and understanding of section 8 is acquired by lectures, workshops and seminars. Assessment is by coursework alone.

Knowledge and understanding of sections 9 and 10 is acquired by seminars, lectures and students’ research for presentations. Assessment is by coursework essays and in year three by a dissertation project.

Skills and other attributes:

a. Subject-specific cognitive skills:

On successful completion of this programme, students should be able to:

1.
initiate their own studio work with appropriate media, undertaking the research necessary to sustain their practice and to generate ideas, objectives, questions and solutions, either individually or collaboratively

2.
have a working familiarity with a range of media and select what is appropriate for developing particular themes and ideas through to material outcomes whether these are images, objects, texts, sounds or other manifestations

3.
be confident and skilled in discussing issues raised by their own work and that of their colleagues and be articulate in relating these issues to examples of both historical and contemporary practice

4.
install artwork in coherent and communicative exhibitions and to discuss their decisions

5. 
research art historical themes and issues and to present their conclusions lucidly in essay, presentation and dissertation form

6.
understand the application of professionalism and resourcefulness in establishing students’ own practice or promoting that of others and ensuring success with their post-course intentions

Teaching, learning and assessment strategies to enable outcomes to be achieved and demonstrated:

Cognitive skills are promoted by lectures, seminars, workshops and demonstrations, small group presentations, reading groups and discussion during tutorials. There are individual assessment feedback meetings. Students are guided in their personal studio research and dissertations are supervised individually with tutorials available for advice on essay work.

Cognitive skills are assessed by examination of coursework. In the second and third year students are asked to show their work to the examining staff in the context of a short verbal presentation in addition to an exhibition of coursework. The students prepare for this by reflecting on the content of their work, on the issues with which it engages and the appropriateness of the materials they use. In this way they demonstrate the extent of their understanding of their own practice in relation to their other interests and, where relevant, to other artists’ work. The final exhibition enables the student to understand how the installation of artwork can be made to communicate effectively. 

Written coursework allows the student to develop and demonstrate skills of research, selection of material and its coherent compilation. They are able to demonstrate their skills in writing and informed argument.
b. Subject-specific practical skills:

On successful completion of this programme, students should be able to:

1.
develop a significant body of innovative studio work through experimental procedure, adventurous application of technical knowledge and creative translation of ideas into practice
2.
understand and effectively use the materials and processes of fine art practice. 

3.
become competent in photography techniques such as camera use, film processing and darkroom procedure; become capable in computer imaging including scanning and image manipulation, storage systems and digital printing; if they desire, become skilled at digital video editing and sound generation

4.
discuss and respond in their studio work and presentations to themes and issues relating to contemporary visual culture, which have been generated through their own research in reaction to exhibitions, lectures, tutorials and seminars
5.
research and organise material relating to studio practice, art historical and theoretical studies, leading to skills in communicating ideas in diverse formats including presentations, tutorial feedback, studio notebooks, short essays and dissertation
6.
report on museum and gallery exhibitions by summarizing their responses and making a public presentation that incorporates visual material
7.
curate polemical and significant exhibitions both of their own work and of other artwork and related material
8.
respond inventively to commission requirements and be prepared to complete

a commission brief
9.
compile a convincing curriculum vitae and presentable application to further study
Teaching, learning and assessment strategies to enable outcomes to be achieved and demonstrated:

Practical skills are promoted through emphasis on inventive studio work. Skills are developed through workshops and through tutorials and seminars with a range of academic staff. Group presentations enable students to develop skills of presenting their research collectively and give an opportunity for recognising effective presentation skills.

Assessment is through coursework and emphasises a relationship of technical abilities to cognitive skills, considering the conceptual content of artwork as well as the inventiveness with which media have been used. 
c. Key/transferable skills:

On successful completion of this programme, students will have acquired:
1.
Information technology: demonstrate information technology skills in word processing and image manipulation skills; students who have become involved with digital video will have further computer-based abilities
2.
Managing Self learning: to quickly take on new practical and research skills in response to a developing programme of activity as well as in response to unforseen needs

3.
Problem solving: be resourceful in identifying and working with appropriate materials and processes to resolve questions arising in their work 

4.
Teamwork: be skilled at working in groups, in determining the scope and goals of the project, in researching as a team and in delegating the separate tasks necessary for effective group presentation of material

5.
Communication skills: be experienced in lucidly presenting their work to diverse audiences both verbally and in writing 
Teaching, learning and assessment strategies to enable outcomes to be achieved and demonstrated:

Key skill 1, information technology, is developed in computer workshops in the first year and in the emphasis on word-processed written work throughout the programme. Students who respond to the invitation to take the digital video workshops will acquire additional skills.
Key skills 2 and 3, relating to research, skill acquisition, problem solving and stamina, are stimulated by course work requirements in relation to the expectations of the students to develop an inventive fine art practice and engage actively in art historical and theoretical work. They are addressed in tutorials and are at the core of the seminar and reading group teaching, as well as being central components of the essay and dissertation work.
Key skills 4 and 5, relating to team work, adaptability and communication are developed in group seminars and in the team projects that are set during the second year. Preparation for assessments also involves these skills.

Assessment of key skills takes place in all module assessments where students’ coursework is subjected to wide enquiry according to the module assessment criteria.

4. Programme structures and requirements , levels, modules, credits and awards:

	Year 1
	Semester One
	Semester Two

	
	Module title
	Credits
	Module title
	Credits

	
	SAA123 Introduction and Development of Fine Art Practice
	40
	SAA124 Critical Practice in Fine Art
	40

	
	SAA588 Fine Art Research & Documentation 
	20
	SAA590 Critical Themes in 

Fine Art Practice
	20


	Year 2
	Semester One
	Semester Two

	
	Module title
	Credits
	Module title
	Credits

	
	SAB114 Fine ArtPractice  1 


	30
	SAB115 Fine Art Practice 2


	50

     

	
	SAB502 Entrepreneurial and 

Business Skills
	10
	
	

	
	SAB522 Fine Art Theories and Histories (Sem 1, 20 credits and semester 2, 10 credits)
	     30


	Year 3
	Semester One
	Semester Two

	
	Module title
	Credits
	Module title
	Credits

	
	SAC126 Fine Art Dissertation
	   30
	SAC117
 Fine Art Practice Final Project


	   60



	
	SAC116 Professional Fine Art Practice
	30
	
	


Year 1 Options Available:

Workshops will include: Painting (Stretchers), Painting (Grounds), Printmaking (monotype, relief printing, linocuts), Printmaking (etching), Printmaking (screen printing), Sculpture (materials: plaster, wood, stone, polystyrene etc.), Sculpture (Construction and Fabrication), Digital film and Video, Sound.

Year 2 Projects will include:

Gallery Practice: Exhibition report and exhibition curation

Options for Art History and Theory include: Art and Otherness, Music and the Visual Arts, Music and Visual Connections, The Fabricated Self, The Domestic Interior, Expressionism in 20th Century Art, Cinema and Society: Film Noir, Cinema and Society: Film Noir


5. Criteria for admission to the programme:

Application is considered through UCAS Route B only.

 

Typical Offer:

 

Pass Art and Design Foundation, BTEC National Diploma in Art and Design or AVCE Art and Design (Double) 12 units minimum. Applicants without a pre-degree course should contact the Admissions Co-ordinator within LUSAD.

 
6.Information about assessment regulations:

Part A and Part B assessment is for progression to the second and third year respectively. Second and third year results are weighted 40:60 in calculating final degree classification.  

Students follow modules weighted at 120 credits per year.  In order to progress to the next year of the programme, or to be awarded a degree at the end of Part C, students must, each year, accumulate at least 120 credits.  Pass mark of 40% is applied to each module

Any student who fails to meet these module requirements has the automatic right of reassessment on one occasion only for any module that has been failed. Students who have achieved a minimum of 60 credits for the year can opt for reassessment in either the September following the end of the academic year or during the course of the following academic year. Students with less than 60 credits must wait until the following year to be reassessed.  Students who are reassessed in the following year may choose to take the reassessment with or without tuition. 

7. Indicators of quality:

The Programme is the responsibility of the The School of Art and Design within the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities. The School of Art and Design received a near-perfect 23 out of 24 in the national Teaching Quality Assessment in ?

The Fine Art Programme has a long-established sponsorship scheme from Astra-Zeneca who commission work from students and award prizes at the degree show.

Charnwood Arts also make awards to degree show students.

8. Particular support for learning:

Careers:

The Careers Service provides a continuous service for students seeking careers guidance and help with job-search techniques, together with a library of careers resources.  Careers Service personnel visit Departments to talk to student groups and are involved with students and parents from recruitment and induction onwards. In the UK Graduate Careers Survey, sponsored by the Times Newspaper, Loughborough University Careers Services was rated top of the league.  Over 11000 finalists from 25 leading Universities were interviewed and the Careers Service at Loughborough achieved the joint highest score with 79% of students rating the service as good or excellent.

Library:

The University Library (The Pilkington Library) provides technologically advanced support for student learning in a purpose-built building.  It holds a stock of more than half a million volumes, monographs and an extensive serials collection; numerous PC workstations (100+); networked printing facilities and self-service photocopiers.  The Library is also a designated EDC (European Documentation Centre).  The computerised library catalogue (OPAC) is available on-line, as are electronic versions of reading lists.  Opening hours are lengthy and there is on-line access to subject-specific data bases and networked CD-ROMs from networked labs and study bedrooms on campus.  The Library organises self-guided tours for First Year students, and presentations from librarians are an integral part of the postgraduate research methods and design module.  User support is also available from staff at the Library help-desk, via printed and online guides and through a series of 'Lunchtime in the Library' training sessions.  There are a variety of study environments in the Library, including individual and group study desks, private carrels and group study rooms.

Computing Services:

Computing Services provides the University IT infrastructure, and works in close collaboration with Faculty IT Co-ordinators and Departments' IT Support Specialists in maintaining staff PCs and departmental networked laboratories.  There is a dedicated server for web based teaching support, the LEARN server, accessible both on and off campus; each member of staff is able to edit web pages on this server relating to their own modules.

Learning and Teaching Development:

Learning and Teaching Development (LTD) is the University's centre for teaching and learning innovation providing support for teaching, learning and assessment by acting as a reference service for students for learning and study skills.  It works with tutors seeking to help particular students as well as providing general guides on studying, learning and assessment.

Staff Development:

Staff Development (SD) provides continuing professional development in teaching and other skills.  Probationary staff attend a full programme of SD courses and, in their third year, the Quality Assessment Unit assesses their teaching through direct observation and a portfolio.  Accreditation for this process has been awarded by the Institute for Teaching and Learning (ILT).  Permanent staff take refresher courses and investigate new developments in teaching through SD courses.

Counselling Service and English Language Study Unit:

The Counselling Service and English Language Study Unit are able to support individual students in resolving problems and in improving communication skills for international students.

Faculty of Engineering Teaching and Learning Support Centre:

The Faculty of Engineering Teaching and Learning Support Centre supports the implementation of innovative Teaching and Learning Methods into the curriculum, within the Faculty of Engineering, via the use of appropriate technologies.  The Centre provides a focus for computer based learning and teaching activities in the Engineering Faculty, unlimited advice on Computer aided learning/assessment and distance learning materials, a limited amount of free software development  time, and help to secure funding and manage projects relevant to learning and teaching 

The Mathematics Learning Support Centre: 

The Mathematics Learning Support Centre, based in the Department of Mathematical Sciences, provides a range of services designed to support any undergraduate student in the University in their learning of mathematics.  In particular it aims to help students in the earlier stages of their studies who might benefit from resources and tuition over and above that normally provided as part of their programme.

Disabilities & Additional Needs Service:

The Disabilities & Additional Needs Service (DANS) offers support for students including  adaptation of course materials into Braille/large print/tape/disk/other formats; organising mobility training;  BSL interpretation;  provision of communication support workers;  notetakers in lectures/tutorials; assessment of specific support, equipment and software needs;  individual/small group tuition for students who have dyslexia;  representing students’ needs to academic and other University departments;  organising adapted accommodation to meet individual needs;  helping to organise carers to meet any personal care needs;  organising appropriate support for students who have a mental health problem. 

DANS has links with the RNIB Vocational College, Derby College for Deaf People and the National Autism Society to offer effective support to students at the University. It regularly takes advice from other national and local organisations of and for disabled people. 

Where a student has complex support or accommodation needs, contact with DANS  is strongly advised prior to application.

9. Methods for evaluating and improving the quality and standards of learning:

The University has a formal quality procedure and reporting structure laid out in its Academic Quality Procedures handbook, available online at:

 http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/central_admin/policy/academic_quality/contents.html

and directed by the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Teaching).  Each Faculty has an Associate Dean for Teaching responsible for all learning and teaching matters.  For each Faculty there is a Directorate (responsible for the allocation of resources) and a Board (responsible for monitoring quality issues within each department).  Support is provided by the Staff Development Unit and the Quality Assessment Unit. Student feedback on modules and programmes is sought at regular intervals, individual programmes are reviewed annually, and Departments review their full portfolio of programmes as part of a Periodic Programme Review (every five years).

Minor changes to module specifications are approved by the Associate Dean (Teaching) on behalf of the Faculty Board, and ratified by the University Curriculum Sub-Committee in accordance with the University's quality procedures.  Major changes are formally considered by the University Curriculum Sub-Committee.

All staff participate in the University's staff appraisal scheme, which helps to identify any needs for staff skills development.  Both probationary staff and those seeking promotion to Senior Lecturer are subject to a formal teaching evaluation scheme, administered by the Quality Assessment Unit and accredited by the Institute for Learning and Teaching.
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