
SPARK Awards Stimulate Commercial Success 
 
Spark Awards – awards of £5,000 to tackle problems of relevance to SMEs and 
build long term relationships academics and companies – were introduced by the 
EEP KTN’s predecessor, the PRIME Faraday Partnership.  They awards have 
proved highly successful in delivering their objectives and have since been 
copied by many other organisations. 
 
An innovative electric thruster with underwater vehicle and marine turbine 
applications , which was developed at the University of Southampton using the 
£5,000 Spark Award, plus support from the Engineering and Physical Sciences 
Research Council (EPSRC) and industry, is now being produced by UK company 
TSL Technology and sold around the world. Customers include the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), which is using it on a new 
underwater vehicle. 
 
The new device scores over traditional thrusters in its compact design. Rather 
than coupling the motor to the propeller shaft, the propeller is fitted inside the 
motor, which forms a ring around it. The stator is sealed within the thruster duct 
space, resulting in a motor with a large gap, a very short axial length and a high 
number of poles (A good quality image is available on request). 
 
Paul Palmer, Director of the EEP KTN, says, “The SPARK Awards have proven 
to be an effective means to stimulate new and productive relationships between 
academics and companies.  We are delighted to see that others have copied the 
concept while keeping to the original sprit of the awards.” 
 
The next call for SPARK Award proposals from the EEP KTN will open 1st 
October 2007. 
 
 
ENDS 
 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
The EEP KTN has evolved from the PRIME Faraday Partnership which has been 
in successful operation for over ten years from 1997 to 2007. For further details, 
see www.electronicproductsktn.org.uk
 
The Knowledge Transfer Networks are part of the Technology Strategy Board 
Programme (http://www.berr.gov.uk/innovation/technologystrategyboard
  
 
The technical scope of the EEP KTN covers the design, optimisation and 
manufacture of complex integrated products where intelligence needs to be 

http://www.electronicproductsktn.org.uk/
http://www.berr.gov.uk/innovation/technologystrategyboard


incorporated alongside mechanical functions. Achieving this requires 
competences in electronics manufacturing technologies alongside mechanical 
design and manufacture, polymer processing, optics and other skills. 
 
The EEP KTN is a partnership that draws upon complementary skills from 
Loughborough University, The University of Nottingham and research and 
technology organisation Pera. The Network has also extended its European links 
by encompassing the internationally renowned TEG Fraunhofer Institute as an 
associate partner.  
 
Current news items are also published via an RSS news feed at: 
http://www.technologywatch.org.uk/EEP_KTN_RSS/news.xml  

http://www.technologywatch.org.uk/EEP_KTN_RSS/news.xml

