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Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 23rd February 2011 
 

Mr R D Seager (Chair) 
 

Prof A Alexandrov    Ms P Alfrey 
Dr L Budd     Dr D Coates 
Dr G Egan     Dr R Heath 
Dr R Hodgkins     Ms R Jenkins 
Dr C Kirk (abs)    Dr T Klein      
Dr A O’Brien     S Rasciute   
Dr D Reidenbach    Dr G Shama (abs) 
Dr J.-S. Kim     Dr L Webb (abs) 
 
In attendance from the Library: Jeffrey Brown, Rebecca Laing, Stephanie McKeating, 
Sharon Reid and Ruth Stubbings. 
 
In attendance from the Library Ambassadors – David Evans and Malle Koido. 
 

1. Apologies 
Apologies were received from Dr G Brown, Ms A Jenkins, Prof J McGuigan and Mr A Sutton. 
 

2. Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 20th October 2010 were confirmed. 
 

3. Matters arising 
• The library regulations will now be discussed at March senate meeting. 
• The E-reader devices report has been drafted. Ann O’Brien noted that e-readers are 

designed for leisure reading rather than academic reading, but it is worth assessing 
how they might be used for academic reading. 

• PRIMO has been purchased.  Data migration is set for 10th March. A final extract will 
be completed by the end of March with a soft launch aimed for mid April. The Library 
will be holding a competition for a re-name of PRIMO, so please send your 
suggestions to Jeff Brown. It is important that the name is self-explanatory. The 
service will be officially launched in July and the Library catalogue and MetaLib will 
be withdrawn. 

• The Library has received some negative feedback from the reduced 24/7 opening 
times. This will be reviewed for next year with the possibility of more midnight 
closures. 

 
4. Changes to University Structure 

Support Services, including the Library, are being encouraged to consider moving towards 
having one contact person per School and one budget per School. In the Library’s case, this 
would mean only one LLO and one library materials allocation per School. It is likely that the 
new Deans will have a view on this – for example John Binner, Dean of AAE, Chemical 
Engineering & Materials has already indicated that he would like a single LLO for this 
School.  
 
  



The Librarian said that she was very keen to hear the views of current LLOs on this. The 
LLOs at the meeting expressed a preference for continuing to have one than one LLO for 
certain of the new Schools where this would be needed reflect the range of disciplines within 
those Schools. For example, it would be difficult to ask a single LLO to represent Maths, 
Physics, Chemistry, IT and Information Science. Further discussions with School Deans will 
take place in March. The Library will be restructuring the Faculty Teams into either two or 
one subject teams. It was confirmed that the Library will maintain the same amount of 
Academic Librarians. 
 
The LLOs also expressed a preference for the budget to be divided at the subject discipline 
level not School. Jeff Brown confirmed that there will be interim arrangements based on 
existing departments for the next academic year, but that this may not be possible in the 
long term as staff and student numbers in the new Schools may start to diverge from current 
numbers based on departments. 
 

5. Librarians report 
E-journal packages 
Ruth Jenkins gave a presentation from RLUK about the rising costs of e-journal packages in 
the light of current negotiations with Elsevier and Wiley-Blackwell. Elsevier ScienceDirect 
accounts for a fifth of our library materials expenditure. Both publishers are pushing for a 5% 
annual increase in subscriptions, which we and other libraries cannot afford. Academic 
libraries are proposing that if Elsevier and Wiley-Blackwell do not negotiate affordable deals, 
that all should not renew their subscriptions.  The consequence of this action is that in 
January 2012 we may temporarily not have access to Elsevier ScienceDirect and/or Wiley-
Blackwell e-journal packages. The Librarian is keen to ensure that academics understand 
the situation, and is very happy to give a shorter version of the presentation at local 
meetings in departments if this would be helpful.  
 
Update from the Library ambassadors 
The Library ambassadors have sought feedback from their peers regarding study 
preferences and concerns during the exam period. Most of the respondents preferred to 
study in the Library, used their own lecture notes for revision and struggled to manage their 
time.  In addition the majority were unaware of the Library Know-How courses and wanted 
more study spaces in the Library. In response to the findings the Library Ambassadors 
produced three videos on study space across campus, using MetaLib and booking agroup 
study room.  They can be found at - http://www.youtube.com/user/PilkingtonLibrary.  Library 
staff also set up a display in the Library foyer where students could add their top exam 
revision tips. Photos of this can be found here - 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/loughboroughuniversitylibrary/with/5388849532/ 
 
Online reading list system 
The new version of the online reading list system was launched on Monday 14th February.   
Approximately 2,500 reading lists (or 92,500 citations) were migrated across from the old 
system.  Feedback from students, although limited, has been very positive about the new 
interface.  It is intended that further development of this new system will take place during 
the coming months and we have already received a couple of suggestions from academics 
for additional functionality. If you have any comments or suggestions about the new system 
then please use the feedback option provided in the system or contact your friendly 
neighbourhood academic librarian.  In addition Academic Librarians are keen to run 
workshops down in departments for academic and support staff, so please feel free to 
contact them to organise a convenient time.  The Library Liaison officers wish to give thanks 
to Gary for all his hard work on the new version of the online reading list system. 
  

http://www.youtube.com/user/PilkingtonLibrary
http://www.flickr.com/photos/loughboroughuniversitylibrary/with/5388849532/


 
6. Changes to procedure for requesting Interlibrary loans 

Departments no longer have to pay for Inter Library Loans (ILL). Charges for ILL requested 
from August 2010 to date have been refunded to departments. The Library recommends that  
there should be limits to the number of ILL that individuals can order to prevent misuse of the 
service as authorising signatures are no longer required. Any further comments or queries 
are to be sent to Jeff Brown. 
 

7. Announcements and departmental developments 
None 
 

8. Any other business 
None 
 

9. Date of next meeting 
To be confirmed 
 


