
ACADEMIC DISSEMINATION (August 31, 2010) 

Fitna, the video battle:  

How YouTube enables the young to perform their religious and public identities 

 

Studies Talks Conference presentation Publications 

    

Study One: Performance 
of religious and political 
identy  
 

Talk at Nottingham Trent Uni, 
18-11-09 
 
Talk at LSE, 27-1-10 
 
Talk at U of Exeter, 10-3-10 
 
Talk at Loughborough Uni, 11-
3-10 

Phase 2 Launch conference, Religion, 
society and youth call, Lancaster , spring 
2009 
 
Media, religion and social change. CRESC, 
London, June 2009. 
 
Nordic Network for the Mediatization of 
Religion and Culture, October 2009. 
 
Media, Communication and the Spectacle, 
ECREA Rotterdam, November 2009 
 
Media, Communication and the Spectacle, 
ECREA Rotterdam, November 2009 
 
Islam and the media, Boulder University, 
US. 9-1-2010 

Zoonen, L. van, Müller, F. and F. Hirzalla (2009). 
De slag om Fitna [Fitna, the video battle]. In M. 
Aarts and M. van der Haak (eds). Popvirus: 
popularization of religion and culture. 
Amsterdam: Aksant Publishers. 
 

Zoonen, L. van, Vis, F. and S. Mihelj (2010). 
Performing citizenship on YouTube: activism, 
satire and online debate around the anti-Islam 
video Fitna , Critical Discourse Studies, 7(4), 
p.249 - 262. 

Study Two: Gendered 
performance of religious 
and political identity  
 

Feminist Review, accepted for publication 

Study Three: Stand up 
comedy and the 
performance of religious 
and political identity  
 

 Paper accepted for the conference 
Contesting religious identities, Utrecht 
October 2010. 

To be submitted to the Journal for the Scientific 
Study of Religion 

  



Study Four: Performance 
as an act of citizenship, 
network analysis  
 

Talk at Rotterdam Uni, June 10, 
2010 
 
Talk at Leicester Uni, 16-6-10 
 
Talk planned in York 
 
Talk planned in East Anglia 

 Zoonen, L. van, Vis, F, and S. Mihelj (under 
review). YouTube interactions between 
agonism, antagonism and dialogue: video 
responses to the anti-Islam film Fitna. Status: 
revise and resubmit with New Media and 
Society. 

Study Five: Performance 
as an act of citizenship: 
motives of posters  
 

 YouTube activists: contesting Geert 
Wilders' Fitna with visual means. Paper 
accepted at ECREA conference, Hamburg, 
October 2010 

To be submitted to the British Journal of 
Sociology 

Study Six: Effects of Fitna, 
and the debates about it.  
 

  To be submitted to Political Communication 

Study Seven: 
Methodological 
reflections  
 

Seminar contributing to the 
PhD training event: Research 
Methods in the Study of 
Contemporary Religion, Oxford 
- 6th-10th September, 2010 

Presentation at the AHRC/ESRC Religion 
and Society Program Conference: 
Innovative Methods in the Study of 
Religion, London, 29-30 March 2010 

Invited as a chapter to volume edited by 
Professor Linda Woodhead, director of the 
Religion and Society Program. 

Study 8: Contribution to 
theory and social debate  
 

Talk U of St. Andrews Scotland, 
October 26, 2010 

Phase 2 Follow up Conference, conference, 
Religion, society and youth call, November 
23-25 Lancaster 

To be submitted to the American Journal of 
Sociology 

 

 

 


