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How can I self-archive AND get my paper published?

The following table helps you to see how you may both self-archive AND get your paper published, without breaking publishers’ Copyright Transfer Agreements.  A couple of points to remember:

· If your publisher only asks for a non-exclusive licence then you are free to self-archive your work at will.  

· Whatever you do with your own work before transferring copyright is entirely your business.  A publisher may  refuse to publish a previously self-archived work, but about 25% don’t ask you to warrant that has not been previously ‘published’.  Where possible, therefore, we recommend that you self-archive before signing any agreements.  

· Some publishers may officially prohibit self-archiving, but will still be willing to negotiate.  Remember, authors are a publisher’s primary asset and they will be keen to consider your requirements.

· To check out which publishers have self-archiving-friendly policies, use the Project RoMEO Publisher Self-archiving Policy Directory at http://www.lboro.ac.uk/departments/ls/disresearch/romeo/Romeo%20Publisher%20Policies.htm




This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NoDerivs-NonCommercial License. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd-nc/1.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, 559 Nathan Abbott Way, Stanford, California 94305, USA. 

	Copyright Transfer Agreement details
	To self-archive the preprint
	To self-archive the post-print

	
	If copyright assignment required pre-refereeing

	Allows self-archiving of  preprint
	No problem
	Will not be able to self-archive post-print without negotiation. Could self-archive the preprint and add corrigenda file after refereeing.

	Allows self-archiving of postprint
	Publisher may not accept manuscript if it’s already been self-archived.  They may negotiate or ask for it to be removed.
	No problem

	Allows SA of both
	No problem
	No problem

	Prohibits self-archiving
	Publisher may not accept manuscript if it’s already been self-archived.  They may negotiate or ask for it to be removed.
	Will not be able to self-archive post-print without negotiation. Could self-archive the preprint and add corrigenda file after refereeing.

	
	If copyright assignment required post-refereeing

	Allows self-archiving of  preprint
	No problem
	Publisher may refuse to publish if post-print has been made available.  They may negotiate or ask for it to be removed.  You could self-archive the preprint and add corrigenda file after refereeing.

	Allows self-archiving of postprint
	Publisher may not publish manuscript if it’s already been self-archived.  They may negotiate or ask for it to be removed.
	No problem

	Allows self-archiving of both
	No problem
	No problem

	Prohibits self-archiving
	Publisher may not publish manuscript if it’s already been self-archived.  They may negotiate or ask for it to be removed.
	Publisher may refuse to publish if post-print has been made available.  They may negotiate or ask for it to be removed.  You could self-archive the preprint and add corrigenda file after refereeing.
























































