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SENATE
Subject:

Amendments to Regulations for Higher Degrees by Research (RHDR) and the 


Notes for Guidance: Academic Appeals
Origin:

Dr B P Vale, Assistant Registrar, Research Student Office
On the recommendation of Research Committee Senate is requested to approve amendments (in bold) to the RHDR and the Notes for Guidance in respect of Academic Appeals:-
1.
At present there are two types of academic appeal at research degree level, namely an appeal against termination of registration and an appeal against failure of a research degree submission.  Appeals are heard by a Committee of the Faculty Board which reports to the Faculty Board in the event of termination of registration and by a Committee drawing on a mix of members of Senate and a Professor who is not a member of Senate in the event of a fail recommendation.  In practice this approach is inconsistent.  There is a further argument for making Appeal Committees independent of the Faculty in which the student is registered.  In the Faculty of Engineering where there are a small number of Departments convening a Committee to hear an Appeal against termination of registration in accordance with the current provisions has become extremely difficult.  It is proposed therefore that both types of Appeal be heard by a Committee which is in accordance with the current arrangements for hearing an Appeal against a fail outcome for a research degree submission namely:-

2 Professors (at least one of whom shall be a Member of Senate)


1 Member of Senate (not being a Professor or a student)
Appendix 1


The Chair of the Committee shall be a Pro-Vice Chancellor, or a Dean or an Associate Dean (Research) from a Faculty other than the one in which the student is registered.

2.
The arrangements for the conduct of Appeal hearings are set out in the Notes for Guidance.  It is felt to be helpful for all parties to clarify the process in the light of current custom and practice.
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