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Prizes Committee

P09-M2
Minutes of the Prizes Committee Meeting held on Friday 11 December 2009 

Present: 
Dr M Barnard, Dr A Bolsinov, Dr K Gregory (Chair), Professor R Jones,  Dr A Sutton, Dr S Walsh
Apologies:
H Beasley, R Keating, Dr J Leaman

In attendance:
M Ashby 

09/10
Welcome to New Members
The Chair welcomed new members to the Committee. 
09/11
Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 27 January 2009 (P09-M1) were confirmed.
09/12
Matters Arising from the Minutes
09/12.1
Chair’s action – Establishment, Amendment, Discontinuation of Prizes 
PC09-P11 (attached for Senate members)

The Committee AGREED to ratify the action of the Chair in approving the following:

a)
the establishment of the following prizes:


(i)
University Prizes


Mature Student Achievement Prizes 

(ii)
Department of Chemical Engineering

Research Student Seminar Prize
(iii)
Department of Chemistry
Oxford University Press Achievement in Chemistry Prize
RSC East Midlands Universities Prize for Practical Chemistry 
(iv)
Department of Civil and Building Engineering
Society of Construction Law Prize

(v)
Department of Computer Science
Final Year Project Prize 
(vi)
Department of Electronic and Electrical Engineering
Bill Forsythe Part B Merit Prize
(vii)
Department of Geography

Ernst & Young Second Year Prize

(viii)
Department of Information Science
Deptal Prize for the Information Management and Business Studies Programme 
Paul Brough Prize

(ix)
Science and Engineering Foundation Programme
Leslie Mustoe Prize 

(x)
School of Sport, Exercise and Health Sciences


Fitness First Placement Prize
(xi)
Wolfson School of Mechanical and Manufacturing Engineering
Andrew Simpson Project Prize 
JCB Computational Fluid Dynamics Prize 

b)
amendments to the following prizes:


(i)
University Prizes



BEST Awards



Vice-Chancellor’s Award for Sustainability
(ii)
Department of Chemistry
GlaxoSmithKline Prize
Loughborough University Development Trust Prize (second year prize)

(iii)
Department of Civil and Building Engineering

Edmund Nuttall Surveying Prize (now the BAM Nuttall Surveying Prize)
Taylor Woodrow Prize (now the VINCI Construction Prize)

(iv) Department of Electronic and Electrical Engineering 
The Peter Smith Part A Merit Prize

(v) Department of English 
Drama with a Minor in English Prize 

English Special Prize

(vi) Department of Geography
Ernst & Young Prize (now the Ernst & Young Final Year Prize)
(vii) Department of Ergonomics (Human Sciences)
Human Sciences Masters Prize for Academic Excellence (now the Ergonomics (Human Sciences) Postgraduate Masters Prize for Academic Excellence)
(viii)
Department of Information Science 

Final Year Departmental Prize (now the Departmental Prize for the Publishing with English Programme)

(ix)
School of Sport, Exercise and Health Sciences 

Gatorade Sports Science Institute Award
c)
the discontinuation of the following prizes:

(i)
University Prizes

E.ON Taught Postgraduate Research Project Prizes
Rolls Royce Fuel Cell Prizes 

(ii)
Department of Chemistry 


Chemical Sciences Merit Prize
(iii)
Department of Economics
Richard Hancock Prize (final-year prize)
Richard Hancock Prize (second-year prize)
(iv)
Department of Electronic and Electrical Engineering
Electronic and Electrical Engineering Part B Communications Prize

Electronic and Electrical Engineering Part B Control Prize

Electronic and Electrical Engineering Part B Power Prize

TRL Technology Prize
 (v)
Department of Information Science 

Unilever plc Final Year Prize
Unilever plc Second Year Prize

 (iv)
Wolfson School of Mechanical and Manufacturing Engineering 

Royal Academy of Engineering Prize
09/12.2
Chair’s action – Appointment of Prize Assessors 
The Committee AGREED to ratify the action of the Chair in approving the appointment of the following assessors. The appointments are for a three year period until 31 July 2010 unless otherwise stated:

(i)
Dennis Holt Prize 
Jan Shenton

LUSAD

Lorraine Young
LUSAD

Jane Turner

LSU

(ii)
Ede and Ravenscroft Prize 
Science Representative
Dr Andrew Archer
Mathematics

Social Sciences and Humanities Representative

Lauren Moriarty 
LUSAD (for one year to July 2009 in place of Dr D Ryves)

(iii)
Loughborough College of Education Commemorative Awards

Dr Oliver Webb 
SEHS (for one year to July 2009 in place of Dr J Lee)

(iv)
Sir Robert Martin Faculty of Science Prize


Dr Sergey Saveliev
Physics

(v)
Sir Robert Martin Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities Prize

Dr Lawrence Leger 
Economics
(vi)
T S Shipman Prize /Hannah Community Prize 
External Assessor
Elaine Salt (until 31 July 2009)

09/12.3
Graduate School Poster Competition 
The Chair confirmed that he would liaise with the Director of the Graduate School regarding this prize. ACTION: KG

09/13 
Membership and Terms of Reference of the Committee
PC09-P12
09/13.1
Membership
The Committee noted its membership for the 2009/10 session.
09/13.2
Terms of Reference 
The Committee noted its Terms of Reference and confirmed that they remained fit for purpose. 
09/14 
Committee Effectiveness

PC09-P13

Members considered a request from the Academic Registrar to review the Committee’s effectiveness. They confirmed that the purpose of the Committee was clear and that they felt that it had fulfilled its purpose effectively in the last year. However it was noted that some staff were not aware of the existence of the Committee and of the need to seek the Committee’s approval for the establishment of new prizes. This had resulted in occasional difficulties when prizes were established without reference to the Committee. 

Members believed that the Committee operated in an effective way in practical terms and that communications and operations relating to the Committee worked effectively. 
The Secretary would forward this minute to the Academic Registrar for information. 












        ACTION: MA

09/15 
Nomination of Prize Assessors
The Committee noted the need to appoint assessors for the following prizes, in each case to serve for three years until 31 July 2012: 
Ede and Ravenscroft Prize and John Guest Phillips Travelling Scholarship

Faculty of Science representative 

Loughborough College of Education Commemorative Awards

Representatives from the following departments/schools: 

Department of English

Department of Design Technology

Department of Geography

School of Sport, Exercise and Health Sciences
Sir Robert Martin University Prize

Faculty of Engineering representative
T S Shipman/Hannah Community Prize 

Local Community Member
09/16
Amendments to Existing Prizes
Members approved the recommendations of assessor panels that the criteria for the following prizes should be changed as indicated (see also 09/17(b)):
(i)
Hannah Community Prize
A prize or prizes to the total value of £180 may be awarded to students of Loughborough University in recognition of contribution towards local community life, acts of kindness or good neighbourliness in the community. The prize(s) may be awarded to an individual student, specific groups of students or student households. 

(ii)
John Guest Phillips Travelling Scholarships
Two annual travelling scholarships to the value of £500 each, or one annual travelling scholarship to the value of £1,000, may be awarded to registered full-time postgraduate research students. If two scholarships are awarded, one of the scholarships must not be used for funding attendance at conferences. The purpose of the scholarships is to ensure that promising research students are given the opportunity to extend their knowledge of their subject, either within this country or overseas. Note: The scholarships will not normally be awarded to fund attendance at conferences.
(iii)
Loughborough University Graduate School Prize

A prize consisting of an award of £400 plus a certificate may be awarded annually, to a student in each of the three faculties registered on an MA, MDes, MRes or MSc programme or the first or second year of an EngD programme in 2009/10 (to be amended as appropriate), for outstanding all round achievement.  
09/17
Reinstatement of Lillian Elizabeth Bowmaker Bursary
The Committee approved the reintroduction of the Lillian Elizabeth Bowmaker Bursary as follows: 
Lillian Elizabeth Bowmaker Bursary 

A bursary is awarded annually to assist a student to attend the Festival of Science organised by the British Association for the Advancement of Science or, failing that, a meeting of another learned society relevant to the academic interests of the bursar. The value of the Bursary is intended, normally, to cover the cost of the attendance at the Meeting.

Mrs Lillian Elizabeth Bowmaker bequeathed a fund in memory of her son a former student of Loughborough College of Technology to be used to help send one student per year to the annual BA Festival of Science.

09/18
Reports from Assessor Panels 2008/09
PC09-P14
a) The Committee received reports from assessor panels for the following prizes: 

(i)
Dennis Holt Travel Scholarship 

(ii)
Ede and Ravenscroft Prize 

(iii)
John Guest Phillips Memorial Travelling Scholarships 
(iv)
Loughborough College of Education Commemorative Awards 
(v)
Loughborough University Graduate School Prizes

(vi)
Sir Robert Martin University Prize
(vii)
T S Shipman Prizes and Hannah Community Prize

(viii)
Ursula Lockley Travel Bursary
(ix)
Vice-Chancellor’s Award for Internationalisation 

b)
It APPROVED the following changes: 
(i)
Dennis Holt Travel Scholarship
The assessor panel’s report should include details of the proposal submitted by the scholarship holder, reasons why the winning applicant had been chosen and general observations by the panel, where appropriate.
(ii)
Hannah Community Prize

An amendment to the criteria for the prize proposed by the assessor panel (see 19/16(i) above)
(iii)
John Guest Phillips Memorial Travelling Scholarships (see also 09/16(ii) above)
Members noted that the assessor panel received a growing number of applications each year, the majority of which were from students wishing to seek funding to travel to conferences or other similar events. There were known to be other sources of funding within the University to support this kind of activity, whilst there were fewer sources available to support travel associated with other research activities. 

They therefore agreed that, subject to the terms of the trust fund permitting this, the prize criteria should be amended to allow the prize money to normally be awarded to other deserving research-related travel instead rather than for conference attendance. The Secretary would check whether the terms of the trust fund would allow this change. 

(iv)
Loughborough College of Education Commemorative Awards 

Members noted the need to provide nominators with a reference form for this prize. It was agreed that the Secretary should draft one for approval by the Chair.
       
(v)
Loughborough University Graduate School Prizes
An amendment to the criteria for the prize proposed by the assessor panel (see 09/16(iii) above).
The Chair agreed to contact the Head of the School of Sport, Exercise and Health Sciences to inform her of the relatively large number of high-quality nominations which had been made by the School. 







        ACTION: KG
(vi)
Sir Robert Martin University Prize 

The prize’s web references should be reviewed to bring them in line with each other. 
       
The nomination forms should also be amended to include a requirement that nominators must provide details of their nominees’ non-academic achievements.
 (vii)
Ursula Lockley Travel Bursary 

The Chair or his/her nominee should also be involved in the decision process for this bursary in addition to the assessor.











 



         

         ACTION: Secretary
09/19
Award of Prizes 2008/09
PC09-P15
The Committee noted the award of prizes on the recommendation of various assessors.
09/20
Reports from Prize Winners 

PC09-P16
The Committee received reports from winners of the following prizes (2008/09 winners unless otherwise stated):
20.1
Ede and Ravenscroft Prize 

20.2
John Guest Phillips Memorial Travelling Scholarships
20.3
Loughborough College of Education Commemorative Award 

20.4
Ursula Lockley Prize (2007/08 and 2008/09 winners)
09/21
Date of Next Meeting

To be confirmed
Author – Martine Ashby
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