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Senate
Subject:   
Amendment to Ordinance II (Status of Students)
Origin:    
Assistant Secretary
Senate is asked to recommend to Council the following amendment to Ordinance II on the Status of Students, to make it explicit that a student will not be considered to have successfully completed his/her programme of study until the formal conferral of his/her award (either in person or in absentia) at graduation. 
The need for this amendment has arisen in the context of a disciplinary case involving two students who were charged with serious offences under Ordinance XVII (Conduct and Discipline of Students) in the period after they were considered eligible for an award by a Programme Board, but before the award was formally conferred upon them at a graduation ceremony.  

The University has received advice from its solicitors that in their view, the existing wording - 'successful completion of his/her programme of study' - must include the formal conferment of a student's degree at graduation, and that a student who has not yet been conferred with his/her degree is therefore still subject to the University's jurisdiction under Ordinance XVII. This advice has been followed in the case referred to above. However, the amendment is proposed nonetheless in order to provide clarification, and remove any potential for uncertainty in this area.
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Ordinance II

Status of Students

(This version is effective from 5 April 2000) 
The status of a student as such shall end when any one or more of the following occurs:

(a) on the formal conferral of his/her award (either in person or in absentia) at graduation. 

(b) on withdrawal from the University

(c) on termination of his/her studies by Senate or a Board of Examiners

(d) on expulsion

(e) on lapse of his/her registration for a higher degree

(f) when he/she shall be deemed by a Faculty Board to have abandoned his/her studies.

(remade April 2000)

