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At its recent meeting the Committee identified a number of issues which it felt should be drawn to Senate’s attention.
.1
Conduct that constitutes a Criminal Offence


Ordinance XVII does not permit the University to take disciplinary action against a student until such time as police enquiries and/or court proceedings have been completed.  In practice this means that finalists committing a serious offence during their last few months at the University can effectively avoid any punishment by the University.   A serious assault which took place recently has highlighted this issue. It might be appropriate for senior officers to make more sophisticated use of their powers of suspension, so that the University has at the very least the opportunity to prevent a student from graduating pending the outcome of criminal proceedings.
.2
Expulsions


A Disciplinary Panel recently expelled a student for two serious unprovoked assaults.  The expulsion was upheld on appeal, and the student’s registration terminated.  However, he was not expelled from his Hall of Residence, and was allowed to remain there for several weeks, notwithstanding the possible danger to other students.  Apparently there is no provision in the current residential contracts to permit the removal of a student for disciplinary reasons.  The Committee asks that this situation be addressed as a matter of urgency.

.3
Statute XIV


The Committee resolved to recommend to Senate that a discrepancy between 

Statute XIV (on the functions of Senate) and Ordinance XVII (on the composition of Student Disciplinary Panels) be addressed by amending Paragraph 6 (xxiv) of Statute XIV as follows:
xxiv) Subject to the provisions of Statute XXIV, to expel any Student who appears to the Senate after consideration of a report from a body established under Ordinance including at least two members of the academic or academic-related staff appointed by the Senate to have been guilty of grave misconduct. xxiv) Subject to the provisions of Statute XXIV, to expel any Student who appears to the Senate after consideration of a report from a body established under Ordinance including at least two members of the academic or academic-related staff appointed by the Senate to have been guilty of grave misconduct.

“Subject to the provisions of Statute XXIV, to expel any student who appears to the Senate after consideration of a report from a body established under Ordinance including at least two members of the academic or academic-related staff appointed by the Senate at least two members of the academic or academic-related staff appointed by the Senate to have been guilty of grave misconduct.”
xxiv) Subject to the provisions of Statute XXIV, to expel any Student who appears to the Senate after consideration of a report from a body established under Ordinance including at least two members of the academic or academic-related staff appointed by the Senate to have been guilty of grave misconduxxiv) Subject to the provisions of Statute XXIV, to expel any Student who appears to the Senate after consideration of a report from a body established under Ordinance including at least two members of the academic or academic-related staff appointed by the Senate to have been guilty of grave misconduct. xxiv) Subject to the provisions of Statute XXIV, to expel any Student who appears to the Senate after consideration of a report from a body established under Ordinance including at least two members of the academic or academic-related staff appointed by the Senate to have been guilty of grave misconduct.
Author – D L Wolfe
June 2006
Copyright (c) Loughborough University. All rights reserved.

