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.1 The University currently has two agreements in place for the award of joint research degrees.  One is with Shandong University, P.R China, concerning research students in the field of stochastic analysis in the Department of Mathematical Sciences.  Four students are registered on this programme.  The other is with Jean Moulin – Lyon 3 University, France, and concerns a named student in the Department of Geography.

The agreements are characterised by co-supervision, student residence in both locations, mutual recognition of review and supervisory processes, a joint examination process and a single degree award made by both parties.

.2 In recent months PIRES, Geography and the Electronic and Electrical Engineering Departments have wished to develop further joint research degree programmes.  In the case of Electronic and Electrical Engineering, however, the proposed partner institution would not agree to a single joint degree award.

.3 The issue of joint degree programmes and awards is a prominent issue and advice from the QAA is that Chartered Universities will be exceeding their powers in making joint degree awards unless their Charter specifically enables them to do so.  Universities can, if they wish, petition the Privy Council for an amendment to their Charter to permit the award of joint degrees.  The QAA further advises that it is important to clarify whether the partner institution has the power to make joint awards.

.4 An alternative approach to a joint degree award would be for both partner institutions to award individual degrees, perhaps with a qualifying statement referring to the institutional collaboration.

.5 QAA advice is that an MOU or mini contract covering the arrangements should be in place at an early stage and legal advice should be sought.  In practice the current agreements have been complex and time consuming to negotiate.

.6 Research Committee is asked to note the current position and consider how to proceed in relation to research degree programmes.
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Dr Vale outlined the key issues in her paper, covering existing arrangements for joint research degrees.  One is with Shandong University in China (relating to the Department of Mathematical Sciences) and the other is with Jean Moulin-Lyon 3 Universite in France (relating to the Department of Geography).  She emphasised that we needed to form a University policy as we were currently acting ultra-vires with regard to our degree awarding powers.  To rectify matters we should be seeking legal advice and should petition the Privy Council to amend our Charter to enable the award of joint degrees.  Such a change would then be reflected in our Charter.  This approach has already been adopted by Essex and UEA.  The Director of Registry Services recommended that we should undertake this where it is legal and makes good strategic sense.  Adopting such a pragmatic and flexible approach would enable us to award either joint degrees or two separate ones for the same piece of work provided our own examination standards and those of our collaborators are jointly met.
Action:  Dr Vale to take forward this recommendation.
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