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Report for Senate
Division of Business Partnerships, Innovation and  Knowledge Transfer

1. Strategic Partnerships

1.1    emda

The consultants DTZ Pieda Consulting have produced for emda the draft report “Loughborough Science Park Phase 2 – Feasibility of Concept” after extensive consultation with internal stakeholders, together with inputs from emda, and other regional agencies. Further discussions and comments on the draft are ongoing.   This was circulated to senior management but not discussed at EMG.
Further enquiries have been received regarding major industry-university collaborations in the areas of Sport and Rapid Prototyping, and further work for BAE Systems, and if these require emda funding, will need to be incorporated in the Holywell Park plan.

An emda grant  of £830k will equip the Combustion Aerodynamics Laboratory in Holywell Park, matching contributions from SRIF3 and Rolls Royce plc.

The purchase of the 3M land with the aid of a substantial contribution from emda has been concluded.

1.2  Fuel Cells

CENEX

Discussions are in place with CENEX regarding demonstration of fuel-cell powered vehicles for use in the London 2012 Olympics, which is intended to be low-carbon and zero waste.  emda have expressed support for this.

Rolls-Royce Fuel Cell Centre
A third tranche of funding of £0.9M to support refurbishment of space in Holywell Park for Rolls Royce Fuel Cells has been approved by emda subject to contract.

1.3  SEIC

The DTI has confirmed £4.25m funding of the CEMMNT Centre of Excellence In Metrology for Micro- and Nanotechnologies.  The funds that will be directly spent at Loughborough are subject to discussion.
1.4  HEIF 3

Institutional Funding

HEFCE have accepted the Institutional Plan to enable us to draw down £1.43m  under the formula funding element of  HEIF3 

Collaborative Funding.

Professors Weston and Case in Wolfson are part of CECA (Centre of Excellence for Customised Assembly), a £4.8m Sheffield-led project which has been successful in the competitive element of HEIF3.

2. Loughborough Innovation Centre.

The Centre has filled its last empty unit.  The rent a desk facility has been opened and has filled quickly – this is in addition to the hot desk facility.  A mentoring scheme is in operation.

Further upgrading of the building is complete, and the fabric of the building is now considered to be in workable condition.

Current predictions are the company will return a profit in 2005-06.

3
Intellectual Property
The IP team have submitted a successful bid to the University for special funding to support an ambitious plan for growing the IP activity.

Licensing activity remains buoyant, and there have been a number of new IP disclosures received during 2006 - 3 in the Science Faculty,  6 in Engineering and 1 in SSH.   Licences for 5 projects are in negotiation.

Our new monthly IP newsletter has been well received.  The aim is to raise awareness across campus, and one newsletter has also helped us to generate some new projects.
4.
Spin Out Companies 

Varidose has been approved for formation.   Sports Dynamics are raising £200K funding.  Phase Vision are being helped by Derek Mapp to raise a target of £1.1m.

The search for commercial champions continues, with a dinner held on 24 May with 22 attendees, who are either existing or potential champions.   Pledges have been received from all the champions.
5.
Consultancy

Consultancy quotations that have been converted into firm activities for the 9 months of this financial year total £733,352, so far, compared with £605,059 for the same time comparison for the previous year.  We have provided 33more quotes than for the same period last year.  It is anticipated that the remaining few months of this financial year will continue at this similar productive pace, even though April was a quieter month due to the Easter break.

KPMG feedback on outside work activities has been received and we have also asked them to review the effectiveness of the data collection form.

6. Knowledge & Technology Transfer Centre

During this year (2005-06) we have increased the number of KTP / KTC 
Associate projects from 12 to 22 with a total value of approximately £2.2 
million. In addition 5 KTP projects have finished during this year.

Graduate Gateway has placed 13 graduates with companies so far this year 
(2005-06).

Collaborative Training Accounts as the following:
MTPs - 6;   Case Ind/Acad - 26;   RAIS - 16;   EngD - 29;   KTC - 3;   KTP - 
1 (2 Associates)
Special applications - 2.
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