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Introduction

At its meeting on 27 January 2011, Curriculum Sub-Committee (CSC) was notified of a request by Materials to include a statement in their MSc programme regulations to restrict eligibility for reassessment without tuition to students who had achieved at least 60 credits from taught modules at their first attempt. The intention was to help resit students obtain a better qualification at the end of their studies. CSC expressed sympathy with this approach, but considered that such a restriction would be better placed in general regulations rather than programme regulations.  The principle was referred to the meeting of Learning and Teaching Committee (LTC) held on 17 February 2011. 

LTC agreed that policy on restrictions to reassessment without tuition would be best placed within the general University regulations, not within individual programme regulations.  It asked the Academic Registry to review current reassessment practice, in order to consider how students would be affected by any change to the assessment regulations.
Analysis

Table A outlines the number of full-time postgraduate taught students eligible to undertake reassessment per academic year grouped by the number of credits they obtained at first attempt.

Table A: Students undertaking reassessment and the number of credits achieved at first attempt.

	Year
	>60 credits at first attempt
	<60 credits at first attempt
	Total

	2007/8
	254 students
	10 students
	264 students

	2008/9
	238 students
	14 students
	242 students


The above data illustrates that the vast majority of students undertaking reassessment have achieved more than 60 credits at their first attempt.
Table B below outlines the eventual outcomes for students that achieved more than 60 credits at first attempt.
Table B: Summary of student progression based on reassessment registration attendance type for students who achieved more than 60 credits at first attempt
	
	2007/8
	2008/9
	

	
	All with attendance
	All without attendance
	Mixture with and without attendance
	Mixture of SAP and without attendance


	SAP
	Other
	All re-sits with attendance
	All without attendance
	Mixture with and without attendance
	Mixture of SAP and without attendance


	SAP
	Other
	Total 

	Completed


	5
	42
	8
	22
	118
	5
	3
	30
	2
	17
	107
	6
	365

	Terminated 


	2
	5
	2
	10
	24


	1
	2
	15
	2
	7
	22

	5
	97

	Withdrawn


	0


	0


	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	2

	Total


	7
	47
	10
	32
	142
	5
	5
	46
	4
	24
	130
	11
	464


Notes: The above table does not include students that did not register for reassessment, that are still undertaking reassessment or have been suspended. ‘Other’ category includes: mixture of SAP and modules taken in the next academic year all with attendance, mixture of SAP and modules taken in the next academic year some with and some without attendance.
Table C below outlines the eventual outcomes for students that achieved less than 60 credits at first attempt.  
Table C: Summary of student progression based on reassessment registration attendance type for students who achieved less than 60 credits at first attempt
	
	2007/8
	2008/9
	

	
	All with attendance
	All without attendance
	Mixture with and without attendance
	Mixture of SAP and without attendance


	SAP
	Other
	All re-sits with attendance
	All without attendance
	Mixture with and without attendance
	Mixture of SAP and without attendance


	SAP
	Other
	Total 

	Completed


	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	1
	0
	1
	5

	Terminated 


	0
	1
	0
	2
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	5

	Withdrawn


	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	5

	Total


	0
	3
	0
	2
	0
	3
	0
	1
	2
	1
	2
	1
	15


Notes: The above table does not include students that did not register for reassessment, that are still undertaking reassessment or have been suspended. ‘Other’ category includes: mixture of SAP and modules taken in the next academic year all with attendance, mixture of SAP and modules taken in the next academic year some with and some without attendance.

The key point to note that of the 9 (see shaded area) students opting to take reassessment without attendance having previously achieved less than 60 credits at first attempt 4 (44.4%) of students completed successfully, 3 (33.3%) were terminated and 2 (22.3%) opted to withdraw.  It should be noted that the sample size is very small.  The terminated students may have made poor/risky re-assessment decisions undertaking the minimum required to pass and failing to achieve credit in a single module.
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