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Learning and Teaching Committee
Subject:
Approved list of calculators for use in University examinations

Origin:
Programme Quality Team

Learning and Teaching Committee is invited on the recommendation of Programme Quality Team to approve changes in the approved list of calculators for use in University examinations, as summarised below and detailed in the attached paper.

Programme Quality Team at its meeting on 11 January 2010 considered proposals concerning the approved list of calculators (as attached).

It was recommended that the revised list be approved for implementation with effect from Semester 2, 2009/10; that certain of the models be recommended for use by students with dyslexia; and that arrangements be made for an annual review of the list, all as proposed in the agenda paper.

It was felt however that students should not be banned from using any of the models that had been withdrawn from the list, which they might have owned before they went out of production.  This should be made known to students and invigilators.

[image: image2.png]Loughborough
University




Programme Quality Team

Subject:
Approved list of calculators for use in University examinations
Origin:
Academic Registry / DANS / Mathematics Education Centre


Current Policy:

The University has a list of calculators that are approved for use in central examinations. This list ensures that students only use calculators without functions that might provide an unfair advantage in examinations. Certain models are also not recommended for use by dyslexic students following advice from DANS.
The current list of approved calculators is as follows:

· Aurora SC582 
· Casio FX-82 series
· Casio FX-83 series 
· Casio FX-85 series 
· # Casio FX-911Z
· # Sharp EL531 series 
· Texas Instruments TI-30 series 
# Not recommended for students with dyslexia. 
Reason for Review:

The current list of approved calculators was last approved in 2006 and it would be beneficial for students to have an updated list. The Casio FX-82 series and Casio FX-911Z have now been superseded and are no longer available.

There are a small number of requests every exam period for clarification of the list or approval of non-listed calculator by students who already own a model that does not appear on the list.
Proposals:

A meeting was held with colleagues in DANS and the Mathematics Education Centre to seek their expert advice on this issue.

1. It is proposed that the list remains largely the same but with the removal of certain models and addition of others. 

The proposed list of approved calculators is as follows:

· Aurora SC582 
· Casio FX-83 series 
· Casio FX-85 series 
· HP 10s 
· Sharp ELW531 series 
· Texas Instruments TI-30 series 
NB: these calculators all cost approximately £10-£15
2. If proposal 1 is agreed, it is further proposed to cease indicating certain models as ‘Not recommended for students with dyslexia’ and, instead, recommend the Casio models for use by students with dyslexia as these are considered to be the most appropriate calculators by DANS. Anecdotal evidence suggests that the Casio models are ubiquitous among the student body.


3. It is proposed that an annual review of the approved calculators be held to ensure that the list is kept current. The list can be reviewed by a member of the exams office, a representative from DANS and a representative from the Mathematics Education Centre and would not require further Programme Quality Team approval.

Action:

Programme Quality Team are asked to consider the above proposals and, if appropriate, approve their application from Semester 2 2009/10.
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