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Learning and Teaching Committee is invited to note the following items from the meeting of Curriculum Sub-Committee on 6 May 2010:

1.  Valediction

Dr Paul Byrne and Dr Martin Harrison would be completing their terms of office as AD(T)s of SSH and Science respectively in Summer 2010, this being the last meeting of the Sub-Committee that they would attend in that capacity. They were thanked for their hard work and commitment over the years on behalf of the Sub-Committee. In return the Chair and Secretary were thanked for the support provided to them in their tasks. 

2. Consultation with Students on Programme Changes

CSC10-P19
Further to Minute 10/5.3, the Sub-Committee considered proposals for enhancing the guidance as to when programme changes required consultation with/approval of students. Members were content with the proposals and it was felt that they would provide a useful reference document. The guidance would be incorporated into CSC documentation as appropriate, and be made available on the University website.
3. MSc International Politics: New Programme Proposals

.1
The Sub-Committee considered proposals from Politics, History and International Relations for a new full-time/part-time programme with effect from October 2011. The programme was intended to replace the MSc in International Relations, for which approval would be sought to discontinue after the 2010 intake. 

.2
The Sub-Committee felt unable to recommend the proposals to Learning and Teaching Committee at  this time and requested that the proposal be resubmitted to the Sub-Committee in October 2010 with the following matters having been addressed:

(a) Programme Regulations

(i) The 30-credit weighting for the project module was low for a Master’s project and resulted in a high workload of 750 hours over 15 weeks in both semesters 1 and 2. The proposer should consider a 40-credit project, with the Research Methods/Research Design modules weighted at 10 rather than 15 credits.

(ii) Paras 1.3.1, 1.3.2 & 2.3: References to submission of dissertation to be removed.

(iii) Either show semesters in the module list or batch the modules into S1, S2 or S1 & 2.  

(b) Programme Specification

(i) Aims: The last two aims, as currently expressed, were inappropriate.

(ii) Programme Learning Outcomes: The outcomes did not match those in the Curriculum Map. This needed to be resolved.

(iii) Para 4: A link to Programme Regulations should replace the information duplicated in those regulations.

(iv) Para 6: Reference to resubmission of failed work to be clarified.

(v) Para 7: This included subjective comments – could these be defended?

(vi) Para 9: Reference to NSS for a postgraduate programme was inappropriate. Reference to ‘nuanced use’ was inappropriate.

(c) Module Specifications

(i) All  modules to be reviewed to ensure that changes in credit weighting were reflected in the specifications.

(ii) The standard sub-headings under Intended Learning Outcomes should be used. There was much repetition in ILOs across the modules: these should be made more module specific.

(d) Assessment Matrix

No assessment appeared for EUP306/307.

(e) Consultation 

Completed consultation forms should be provided.

.3
Members expressed concern that it was possible to edit the standard sub-headings in the ILO field of module specifications. A way of discouraging/preventing this was to be explored.
4.
Major Changes to Programme Regulations

It was AGREED to approve the following procedure for the approval of major changes to Programme Regulations for the period October 2010.  Proposals would receive Curriculum Sub-Committee consideration by post at the discretion of the Chair.  Where concerns were raised a second circulation would summarise these and invite a formal decision.  The Chair would be empowered to determine whether the replies constituted a consensus.

5.
Annual Update of Module Specifications and Programme Regulations/Specifications


Noted:

.1
The memorandum circulated to departments on 24 February 2010 (without Annexes).

.2
The proposal forms for Module Specification and Programme Regulation/Specification changes for 2010/11.

.3
Validated Programmes: The procedure and timetable for revision and approval of Module Specifications and Programme Regulations/Specifications for 2010/11.
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