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Subject:  Student Attendance at Lectures

Introduction
The survey of pool rooms in 2007/8 (weeks 4 and 5 in semester 2) indicated a poorer use of rooms than had previously been the case both in terms of whether the rooms were used and also how full the rooms are. Sometimes the room will not be full because the group allocated is significantly smaller than the room capacity. However a “quick look” at the data suggested that attendance may be an issue and this linked with comments which came out of PPRs in the Science Faculty regarding student attendance.

Learning and Teaching Committee requested that some further analysis be undertaken and this paper is the result.

There were just under 2000 “visits” to lecture rooms in which there was a booking undertaken in the survey weeks. Rooms where there was no booking at all have been excluded from the analysis.

The surveyors are asked to estimate how full the room is by quartiles. Based on the response and the capacity of the room an estimate has been made of how many students were present. For example if a room of capacity 220 was estimated to be between 25% and 50% full it has been assumed that there were 110 students. This means that this is veering towards overestimating student numbers (though none of this is an exact science).

The number of students registered on the module has been compared with this estimate and a percentage attendance rate calculated.

The data has then been graphed to see if there is any variation by Faculty, day of week, time of day and year of study. The data is presented as percentages of the number of rooms allocated to a particular Faculty, day of the week, time of the day or to year group. The data has been split into whether the rooms were empty and then into percentage attendance splitting the data into 5 groups (though we rarely saw less than 20% attendance).
Overall the graphs show:

· that attendance is over 80% for over 40% of lectures
· that approximately 20% of rooms booked are not being used during the survey period

· that attendance is lowest on average on a Tuesday (60%) and highest on a Wednesday (average 66%)

· that attendance is higher in a morning than an afternoon

· that SSH attendance is higher (average 71%) than in Science and Engineering (average 64%)

· that attendance increases as students go through their years of study. PG attendance is high with 46% of lectures having 80-100% students.

Learning and Teaching Committee need to decide what attendance levels are appropriate and desirable and whether it is possible to change behaviour.

Analysis by Faculty
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This shows that almost 25% rooms booked by Engineering were not used. Attendance at SSH lectures is higher than in the other Faculties. SSH average attendance is 71% and in the other Faculties is 64%.
Analysis by Day of the Week
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This shows more empty rooms on Tuesdays and Thursdays (when there are more rooms booked and demand is highest). If this pattern was to be repeated throughout the semester then more allocations could have been made when departments want rooms.

Analysis by Time of Day
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Attendance is higher in a morning than an afternoon and is lowest in period 9 (5-6pm) when rooms are also more likely to not be used.

Analysis by Year of Study
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This shows increasing attendance as students progress. More part C and PG courses have rooms unused, perhaps reflecting greater flexibility in the courses. First year attendance is perhaps a concern.

Anne Mumford, October 2008.

