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Proposal
This validation proposal is submitted to Loughborough University for the development of further pathways to the existing Foundation Degree in Sports Performance. The current Foundation Degree Sports Performance (Motorsport) was validated in 2006. Four National Governing Bodies have expressed an interest in developing the FD Sports Performance in their respective sports, using the same model as the FD Sports Performance (Motorsport). The same core modules and structure of the new pathways will be identical to the FD Sports Performance (Motorsport). The sport-specific modules will be worth 60 credits. However the work-based learning modules will be based around the athlete’s sport, making this also a sport-specific area. The National Governing Bodies have requested a coaching route as an alternative option to the management route for athletes. These modules would be selected from the FD Sports Coaching.

Qualification Structure
· 7 Compulsory common core modules (70 credits in total)
· 3 Work-based learning modules (50 credits in total)
· 6 Management modules (60 credits in total) 
· Or 6 Coaching modules (60 credits in total)

· 5 Sport-specific modules (60 credits in total)

The aim of these new pathways is to build on the existing FD Sports Performance programme. These developments were discussed with the University during last year’s validation procedures.

The work-based learning modules for the proposed pathways will be organised by Loughborough College in association with the National Governing Bodies and supported by College and NGB staff. A new member of staff has been appointed to manage this area of the course. The work-based learning modules will be based on an athlete’s training, competition and support network experiences.

The four sports are as follows: 

UK Athletics have approached us to deliver the Advanced Apprenticeship in Sporting Excellence.  They are also enthusiastic about the prospect of designing a sport-specific FD course. (Approximately 10 students)
The Football Association is looking for a progression route from the Advanced Apprenticeship scheme. The second cohort will finish this course in August 2007. (Approximately 20 students)
Rugby Football Union has approached us as they currently have students on the Advanced Apprenticeship in Sporting Excellence. They are enthusiastic about the prospect of designing a sport-specific Foundation Degree course. (Approximately 10 students)
British Swimming has a number of elite swimmers studying at the College. Due to the commitments of this sport, swimmers spend on average five months abroad training and competing. We have experienced the challenges of delivering HE programmes to these individuals. They would be better suited to a distance learning model. British Swimming is now delivering the AASE programme and requires a progression route for their athletes. (Approximately 10 students)
Anticipated student numbers have been indicated based on information from the National Governing Bodies Educational Officers.

Loughborough College and Loughborough University have worked jointly on Foundation Degree and Top-up Honours degree developments since 2001 when the first award was validated. The Foundation Degree in Sports Performance (Motorsport) is currently running with ten elite drivers. This programme was designed in association with the Race Drivers Academy at Silverstone.

These additional pathways within the Foundation Degree in Sports Performance will provide progression from the Level 3 Advanced Apprenticeship in Sporting Excellence (the Advanced Apprenticeship was previously called an Advanced Modern Apprenticeship), a qualification aimed at the 16-18 age group with the realistic potential to achieve excellence in their sport and seeking to perform at the highest level as their main career goal.
Notionally taking two-years to complete, the AASE framework provides a structured national training and development route, across all sports, for talented young athletes. The Apprenticeship is designed for four categories of involvement: full-time contracted apprentices at professional clubs; full-time elite athletes receiving support from the lottery world class programme and identified by their respective NGB; any young people involved in the Talented Athlete Scholarship Scheme (TASS); and those talented young people in the “academy environment” at professional clubs not yet offered full time terms. The structure of the AASE programme requires learners to be of an elite standard as defined by their NGB; they must also be studying on a level 2 or 3 course achieving 780 guided learning hours over the two year programme. In addition learners will complete key skills if they have not achieved a C grade in Math’s and English GCSE.
The following diagram highlights the progression routes to and from the Foundation Degree programmes.

Progression routes

	14-16
	
	16-18
	
	18-21/24
	
	21+

	[image: image1.wmf]

Level 2


	
	

[image: image3]
Level 3
	
	

Level 4 / 5
	
	

Level 6


As a Centre of Vocational Excellence in Sport, Exercise and Fitness, Loughborough College has been charged by the LSC with a number of key targets, including:

1. the provision of suitable progression routes and qualifications from Level 3 of the National Qualifications Framework

2. to offer, in line with key Government and LSC targets, progression routes to Higher Education from Apprenticeship schemes
3. to offer qualifications which are fully endorsed by the relevant Sector Skills Council
4. to work with employers in providing qualifications which meet their needs for a trained workforce
5. to work with HEIs on issues relating to partnership, validation and progression
Loughborough University and Loughborough College are committed to increasing local participation in HE and to widening access opportunities e.g. through work-based, IT-based and part-time routes.   Loughborough College has set HE expansion as a key strategic objective in its strategic plan and in submissions to HEFCE.  The direct involvement of Loughborough College, employers and Sector Skills Councils will add to the flexibility and relevance of these qualifications and build in opportunities to develop further professional qualifications. The developments are supported by Skills Active. 
The sport, exercise and fitness staff team at Loughborough College are highly qualified in terms of their academic qualifications, vocational qualifications and  experience of elite sport.  New staff have recently been appointed who will assist with the writing and delivery of the new pathways.  The QAA report in 2005 said “The Foundation Degree is supported by an exceptionally wide range of high-quality resources including staffing, electronic learning resources and sport-related equipment.  The reviewers consider the fiscal commitment by the college to this programme as good practice.”

 The sport-specific modules will be written in coordination with NGB high performance staff. Appropriate NGB staff may include physiologists, dieticians, physiotherapists, strength and conditioning staff and coaches.  The modules will be delivered primarily by College staff, and (it has been concluded following initial discussions with the NGBs) taught on site.  External staff will contribute to some aspects of delivery but the lead responsibility will be with a member of the College staff.  Any external staff will be appropriately qualified to teach Higher Education programmes in a specialist area. The proposed Foundation Degrees will follow the same structure as the FD Sports Performance (Motorsport) qualification..
The expectation for the progression route from the FD Sports Performance qualification is a one-year top-up leading to a BSc (Hons) Sports Performance, subject to validation.
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