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Loughborough University
Widening Participation Action Plan 2007/08

This action plan forms part of the Loughborough University Widening Participation Strategy.  It is for one academic year only (2007/08) and it will be monitored and reviewed throughout the year.  The Student Recruitment team will take responsibility for this monitoring and the Widening Participation Office will produce regular reports to assist this process.
Events and Targets

	Activity
	Age Range
	Number of events
	Number of attendees
	Comments/Rationale

	East Midlands Excellence Hubs
	14+
	4 
	160
	Masterclasses will be offered in Maths and possibly sport and Guest lectures will be held in Design and International Relations

	University Experience Days
	13-17 (Northamptonshire focus on the older age group)
	15
	450
	The main activity to allow prospective students to see what a university is like and to come onto the Loughborough campus.  It involves general HE information, as well as examples of academic subjects.  Attendees spend time with current students as well as academics


	Masterclasses
	14-18
	25
	500
	Focused on one academic subject.  Will be offered in Maths, Business, English and Drama.  Some are offered in small groups, others as larger ‘lecture’ type events


	Parents/Family Events
	NA
	6
	300
	General awareness raising events for the whole family.  Mainly focusing on the positive aspects of Loughborough university and encouraging local people onto campus to use the facilities


	Shadowing Events
	14-17
	4
	40
	To raise awareness of student life by having attendees ‘shadow’ a current student, attending lectures and seminars and talking about university life over lunch 


	Students in Classrooms
	12-14
	20 students placed in classrooms in 3 schools
	
	To work with local schools to raise awareness of what university students can do, to offer the school some additional assistance (so good PR) and also to allow our students to gain useful work experience if they are considering teaching as a career


	Students Helping Students Scheme
	18+
	
	100 students regularly contributing to activities
	To allow our students to gain work experience, and to utilise current students as excellent role models


	Primary Schools Events
	8-11
	3
	55
	This includes Lego Leagues (which involves 5 schools) and a University Experience Day 


	Work with FE colleges
	16+
	3
	150
	This will involve a variety of events for Loughborough College, WQE1 College and Regent College


	Sport activities
	8+
	20 ‘Sports the Difference Days’ plus other activities, which will be designed throughout the year
	1,000
	To showcase the sporting opportunities at Loughborough, but not just for the gifted athlete.  Also an opportunity to show how other subjects can be studied that link to sport and how sport can be the catalyst for entering HE, although it may not be the subject followed


	Widening Access through Sport
	13+
	5
	100
	Activities will include the Summer School, Creating a colourful life session, general sports and confidence raising sessions and football and general sports sessions for local girls, as well as some link schools


	Aimhigher Roadshows
	13+
	6
	600
	These are organised through Aimhigher Leicestershire (although it is a national initiaitive) and involve activities at a school, both for year 10 and for sixth form students.  All three Leicestershire Universities are involved in this and each take on a number of the schools.




Other Activities

A number of other initiatives are under development, or do not neatly fit into a category above:

· Science Summer School

· This will run for 50 year 10 students from across the East Midlands from the 1st to the 3rd April 2008

· Looked After Children Summer School

· This will run in conjunction with the University of Leicester and De Montfort University for about 15 students from the East Midlands towards the end of June 2008

· Maths @ Work Conference

· A conference for students considering studying maths further will be held in conjunction with the Mathematics Education Centre

· Creating a Colourful Life

· Sessions run between the WP Office and the Department of Chemistry will be held at weekends to be accessible to parents and the community, rather than just a school audience

Key Target Schools

A number of target schools have been identified for the University to continue to work with.  HEFCE has recently issued new guidelines relating to targeting, where IMD and socio-economic group need to be taken into account.  Most of the schools and colleges that we work with already have students that meet these requirements, but we have also identified some key schools where the target groups are and that we have a good working relationship with to date:
	School
	Location
	IMD Score

	Bemrose Community School
	Derbyshire
	96% of students in 40% most deprived in country

	Bilborough College
	Nottinghamshire
	32% of students in 40% most deprived in country

	Jack Hunt School
	Peterborough
	Unknown as unable to get IMD score as outside of East Midlands

	St Hugh’s and Tennyson
	Lincolnshire
	80% of students in 40% most deprived in country

	Limehurst High School
	Leicestershire
	55% of students in 40% most deprived in country

	Garendon High School
	Leicestershire
	22% of students in 40% of most deprived in country

	King Edward VII Community College, Coalville
	Leicestershire
	37% of students in 40% of most deprived in country

	Wreake Valley Community College
	Leicestershire
	5% of students in 40% of most deprived in country


It is worth highlighting that although some of the Leicestershire IMD scores are not high, the teachers select the correct students to attend WP events and also students attending those schools tend to have low aspirations.
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