Response from English and Drama Department to PPR Report 2006
1. Although the work entailed in preparing materials for the report was considerable, the Department found the Review a useful exercise, and we are grateful for the informed and analytical response that we have received from the Panel. 

2. We were particularly pleased to see the Panel’s recognition of the Department’s active commitment to providing a student-centred learning environment where students have a sense of belonging. This is also underscored by the department’s very good rating in English in the National Student Survey in 2006. We fared less well in Drama in the National Student Survey, but are confident that this was due to serious staffing difficulties that have now been resolved, and that our overall commitment to providing an appropriate context for all our students will bear fruit in the survey in 2007. 

3. The Drama Induction week, welcomed by the Panel, subsequently received a Teaching Quality Award, and we intend to use that opportunity to offer this kind of programme for the consideration of other departments in the university. We recognise that this sort of programme, whilst being highly appropriate in some disciplines, such as Drama, might not be as appropriate elsewhere: in English, students start a full timetable on the Monday of week 1 of their first year, and in that discipline, we have found this to be an equally effective way of engaging new students quickly with their studies.

4. We are grateful for the recommendation from the Panel that we approach the Royal Literary Fund with a view to securing the services of one of their Writing Fellows. This suggestion was acted on in the summer, and the Royal Literary Fund has made an oral commitment to placing a Fellow with us for three years from October 2007 (to be confirmed in writing in the spring of 2007, when the identity of the proposed Fellow will also be known). The services of the Fellow will be advertised to all Loughborough University students (Fellows offer help with all kinds of student writing, including Report Writing, Projects, Essays, and so on), and the department is pleased at the prospect that this could enhance relations between humanities and other departments, as well as being of special interest to our own students.
5. The positive conclusions on our maintaining of academic standards, progression and assessment regimes are welcome. We note that we might have not made it fully clear to the Panel that to say that our modules are assessed mainly by essay is not accurate. In addition to essay-writing, which, in keeping with the QAA benchmark statement for English is a crucial part of our assessment regime, we also make use of many other forms of continuous asssessment, including the assessment of oral presentations, the sitting of class tests, and the possibility for students to engage in textual editing and/or report-writing in place of essay-writing. In Drama, there is also assessment of practical work. In addition, the use of assessed group work is widespread in the Department (indeed, a colleague won a Teaching Quality Award for this in 2006). We also note, though, the importance of ensuring that any plagiarism is identified. This year, we have introduced a compulsory assessment on this matter in core modules for Part A English and Drama students, and the results of this teaching and assessment will be carefully monitored by our Learning and Teaching Committee.

6. The Department is indeed keen to pursue the possibility of cross-disciplinary work at MA level, and is currently engaged in discussions of this kind with LUSAD. We would also be keen to develop a shared programme in physical theatre with Sports Science, and will be approaching the School to raise that possibility later this year.
7. We share the Panel’s sense of the potential usefulness to our students of resources such as RAPID, and a proposal is being taken to the next meeting of the Learning and Teaching Committee that our Teaching Co-ordinator should oversee and actively encourage tutors’ use of such facilities.

8. We share the Panel’s positive approach to the unusual possibilities offered by our being a department of both English and Drama. We have combined into a single committee the previously separate English and Drama SSCCs, and this development is consistent with other changes in internal structures: for instance, most of the department’s business is now going to Departmental Meetings rather than to separate English or Drama ones; we have revised the description of the department’s research interests that goes to job applicants, and also appears in other public fora, stressing that we believe the disciplines of English and Drama to be creatively interconnected.

9. We note that the Panel is concerned that the wide range of undergraduate options that we list could produce a disporportionate teaching burden for staff. We perhaps did not explain clearly enough our rationale here. First, there is a close inter-relation between the optional modules we offer and the research interests of the internal examiners: the department is in the unusual and fortunate position of being able to have a genuine and close inter-relation between our teaching and our research. In our view, it is this close inter-relation that has made it possible, despite our small size, to be 5-rated at RAE whilst also being assessed close to the top of the university’s performance in NSS. At the same time, it is important that modules do not run if recruitment to them is uneconomic. There have been occasions when we have allowed optional undergraduate modules to run with numbers that were too low, and it is important to us to ensure that such mistakes are not repeated in the future, because of their budgetary implications.

10. Finally, we share the Panel’s concern about the state of our Drama facilities, and have now had inspections from the university’s Health and Safety Officer, from DANS, and from Estates. We are preparing a bid for Major Capital Funding that will be presented to the December meeting of Ops Sub.
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