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Health, Safety & Environment Committee
Subject:
Environmental Management Paper 3 - Report on the need to redefine responsibilities with regards to Hazardous Waste Management & Disposal
Origin:
Environmental Manager – Nicholas Hunt
Executive Summary:  Hazardous material is produced across the campus but only certain departments have specialist stores for the safe storage of this material.  There is concern and reluctance from these departments with regards to taking material from other departments but this is the most cost effective and practical solution for the University. 

Action: The Committee is asked to approve the proposal that the existing Hazardous Waste stores within Chemistry and Materials Engineering become the depositories for Hazardous Waste from Central/East Parks and Village/West Parks respectively as the most practical and cost effective University solution in order to meet the legislative and EMS requirements as well as reduce the risks. Further to this the Committee is asked to approve the proposal that the existing Waste Oil storage facility at the rear of the Stewart Miller building become the central depository and be enhanced to meet current legislation (Oil Storage Regs (OSR) and Pollution Prevention Guidance (PPG).
Background:  Hazardous materials can have flammable, toxic, corrosive, or ecotoxic properties which make them harmful to human health and/or the environment.  The University therefore has a legal responsibility and a duty of care to ensure that they are managed through the correct storage, handling and disposal as well as under emergency situations such as spillage.

Current practices and problems:  There are currently six formal locations where Hazardous waste is stored and from which our contractor collects from, they are:

· LUSAD

· Chemistry

· Wolfson School

· Chemical Engineering

· Materials Engineering

· Holywell Park 

Chemical wastes are, however, produced in other locations and by other departments and in the past these have been incorrectly stored (e.g. chemicals in a wooden shed) or transferred to the Chemistry store which is the largest single store.  As awareness of the need for correct Environmental Management increases and audits are undertaken more and more instances of poor practice are coming to light and therefore there is a need to increase the use of some or the majority of the above stores, not only to share the volume of materials but also to avoid transporting hazardous chemicals over excessive distances (e.g. from the Sir David Davies building to Chemistry).

A similar situation exists at present with regards to the disposal of used oil, (not cooking oil) in that the only known location on campus which has a dedicated facility for the disposal of used oil is at the rear of the Stewart Miller building.  Although this storage unit is double skinned it does not meet the requirements of current Pollution Prevention Guidance (PPG) and the Oil Storage Regs (OSR) and will require further works to be legally compliant (an external bund capable of accommodating 110% of the containers capacity is requried).  At present FM who have waste oil maybe once or twice a year are not being given permission by the department to use the above facility or to pass their waste oil across, resulting in it being unsafely stored for excessive periods of time.
Proposed Solution:  It is proposed that there are three options as follows:
1. Each time hazardous material is found the specialist contractor be asked to arrange for collection and disposal.  This is not in line with our current contract and would be costly.

2. The number of storage facilities for Hazardous Waste could be increased.  This would require an allocation of space which would need to be altered and/or specialist containment purchased.  The contractor would not have to come on site any more often than the current contract states but additional pick up locations would be required incurring increased costs.  When added together this option would again be costly.

3. Hazardous material should be transferred to either the Materials Engineering Store or the Chemistry Store as per the following guide:

a. Small amounts where safe departmental storage is not available – transferred immediately.

b. Small amounts where safe departmental storage is available, store in department until one week prior to contractor collection and then transfer to the closest of afore mentioned stores.

c. Larger amounts where safe departmental storage is not available – transferred immediately or if agreed safe not to do so then arrange for contractor to come in.
d. Larger amounts where safe departmental storage is available, store in department until one week prior to contractor collection and then transfer to the closest of afore mentioned stores or if agreed safe not to do so then arrange for contractor to collect from that location.

This proposal has been discussed with both Chemistry and Materials Engineering and has tentatively been accepted but there is concern as to how onerous this will be on these two departments.
It is however proposed that irrespective of how onerous this may be on the two departments, proposal three offers the most cost effective solution for the University overall and given that the University central budget is funding the disposal of Hazardous Waste rather than the departments this option should be formally approved and adhered to.

With regards to the waste oil – it is proposed that the department in question should, in the interest of the most cost effective solution for the University overall take all oil which arises on campus.  The university as part of the cost of Hazardous Waste disposal should in return fund the works necessary to meet the requirements of PPG and the OSR.
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