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Health, Safety & Environment Committee

Subject:  University Fire Officer’s Report October 2012
1. Fire Incidents 
There has been one fire related incident in the current reporting period:

Burnt out pump July 24h 2012 Stewart Miller Building
Timeline

Approximately 21:03 the detector in the Composite Structures Impact Lab (SM 1 05) was trigged and activated the fire alarm in the Stewart Miller Building.
In Summary

The pump within an autoclave malfunctioned. As a result, a substantial level of heat was generated which caused the plastic casing to melt, which generated a small amount of smoke and activated the alarm.
Security investigated the incident, no persons were found to be in the building at the time of the incident. At the time the responding officers assumed the fire alarm was possibly a choke switch that may have burnt out in one of the strip lights in the corridor, but couldn’t identify an illuminated LED on a smoke detector within the vicinity to confirm this.

A duty electrician was called out who in turn isolated the lighting circuit. 
The actual cause wasn’t identified until the following morning by a PhD student, who reported the event to a mechanical technician.
It is probable that the actual fire alarm address displayed on the fire panel may have been miss-read, as the room of origin wasn’t actually searched by the security staff investigating the fire signal, and the duty electrician responding, briefed by the security officer to their opinion of the cause decided to isolate the lighting circuit. 
Recommendations
Security staff has been advised to always double check any fire signal address and to also reference the address against the fire alarm zone chart displayed adjacent to the fire panel. FM services electrical supervisor was also asked to inform all electricians responding to fire alarm incident to also check the fire panel to confirm the address of detection. 

2.    Student needing PEEP’s
Following the paper submitted in June 2012, the Committee were informed that only 56% of students identified as potentially needing a Personal Emergency Evacuation Plan (PEEP) had replied to a request to discuss their disabilities despite sustained efforts to contact the individuals. Committee recommended the Fire Officer should take this up with Academic Registry, Hall Mangers/Wardens and Schools 

All three groups have been contacted. Positive responses have been received with Hall Mangers/Wardens and Schools actively supporting the process. Unfortunately, due to the timing Academic Registry have not been able to include disability information for new starters in the current academic year but have confirmed that from next year there will be an opportunity to incorporate this into the registration process. 
3.
Controlled Fire Evacuations (conducted Sept-11)
The above exercise was carried out at the following Holywell Park (Charnwood & Garendon wings), Sir Dennis Rooke, Holywell Building, HP Nozzle & Unsteady Fluids, Utilities Yard, Loughborough Park and SportPark 
Overall the annual controlled fire evacuations were very good. All occupants in the buildings at the time of the test evacuated. 
All persons assembled at the designated assembly points were reminded to treat all fire alarm signals as a genuine fire emergency, evacuate the building immediately and use the nearest available exit. Staff/Tenants were further reminded of their responsibility for the safety of their students/employees and visitors and in particular to stop any vehicle movement in and around Charnwood & Garendon service roads.

All Fire Marshals that were in the buildings at the time of the controlled evacuation performed their duties well which incorporated them sweeping their designated areas of the building reporting to the fire alarm panel where they were asked to identify the location of the fire activation.  
4.   Fire Alarm Activations and Fire & Rescue Service call-outs statistics January - April.
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	May 12
	June 12
	July 12
	August 12
	Total

	Number of Activations
	53 Residential

  1 Dining Halls

  7 Academic
	37 Residential

  0 Dining Halls

14 Academic
	20 Residential

  0 Dining Halls

19 Academic
	15 Residential

  2 Dining Halls

17 Academic
	125
    3
  57

	Activations involving F&RS
	None
	Holywel PK
	None
	Sir Frank Gibb
	    2

	Genuine Fires
	None
	1
	None
	None
	    0


Academic Buildings:

	1  Bridgeman Building
	3  Brockington Ext
	1 Burleigh Court

	2  Cogz
	2  Design School

	1  Edward Herbert Building

	1  FM Service Yard Building 
	9  Haslegrave

	1  Holywell Drive (11)

	9  Holywell Park
	2  Michael Pearson
	1   PEC

	1  Pilkington Library
	1  Sir Dennis Rooke
	4   Sir David Davis Building

	2  Sir Frank Gibb Lab
	1  Sir Frank Gibb Teaching
	4  Sir Richard Morris

	6  Stewart Miller
	3  S Building

	1 Wavy top


	1 Wolfson Annex
	
	


Dining Halls:
	1   Cayley/Rutherford D/Hall                        
	1   Faraday/Royce D/Hall            
	1   David Collett D/Hall                           

	0   Elvyn Richards D/Hall         
	0   William Morris D/Hall 
	0   Towers D/Hall


Halls of Residence (University Managed)
	  9   Butler Court           
	  5   Cayley                   
	13   David Collett         
	  8  Falk / Egg              

	17   Faraday                 
	12   Royce                    
	  9   Rutherford
	  5  Telford                        

	  1   Towers                    
	  2   University Lodge    
	20   UPP Blocks           
	18  Village Court         

	  6   Whitworth                
	  0   200 Ashby Rd         
	
	


Halls of Residence (Not managed by the University) Unite:
	Harry French
                   16
	William Morris                    16
	Holt                                    1


Note 
11 activations during the reporting period at Harry French had no visible cause/reason into way they should activate of which 10 occurred in the East/West Grove building. Unite have advised following a recent service/inspection on the fire alarm system in the East/West Grove building at Harry French the fire alarm service engineer discovered a number of earth faults of which may have been the route cause to the activation that had no visible cause/reason into way they should activate.  
The Major Causes of Fire Alarm Activations in LU Halls of Residence: 

· 35 Unattended cooking in self-catering kitchens

· 33 Steam from showers in en-suite bedrooms and aerosol sprays

· 12 Faulty sensors or fire alarm panels

· 20 Unknown causes

·   2 Other (water contamination in detector head, lighting strike, power outage etc.)

· 12 Malicious call point activations or tampering/removing of detector heads

·   5 Accidental activation of call point 

·   0 Smoking incident (including Candles & incense sticks)

·   6 Contractors (dust or fumes from paint) 
Cooking Related Incidents In LU Halls Of Residence:

	Butler Court    

         0
	Cayley

                     2
	David Collett

         5

	Falkner / Eggington
         1
	Faraday 

         5
	Royce


         1

	Rutherford

         2    
	Telford


         2
	Towers

         1

	UPP


         6
	University Lodge
         0
	Village Court                        9

	Whitworth

         1
	

    
	


(All above information gathered from period (1/05/12 –31/08/12) R M Harrison –Health& Safety Office
