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Purpose of This Paper
To inform the committee that Automatic External Defibrillators are available on campus. 
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Action required
None
Background
An automated external defibrillator or AED is a portable device that automatically diagnoses the potential life threatening cardiac arrhythmias in a patient, and is able to treat them through defibrillation, the application of an electrical therapy which stops the arrhythmia, allowing the heart to reestablish an effective rhythm. 

Given the size of the University and potential for a member of staff, a student or visitor to have a life threatening cardiac arrhythmia, some additional capacity to deliver first aid treatment is needed. 
To meet this need, all Security staff are now trained to use AED equipment. Two AEDs have been purchased. One device is located in the Security Gatehouse and the other is kept on a patrolling vehicle.  

Staff have been informed that these devices are available and first aid signs in buildings are due to be replaced with a version which features information about the AED on campus.  Anyone who is helping someone with cardiac arrhythmia is instructed to contact Security to assist with the AED and to also place a 999 call to the ambulance service.

The feedback from security staff who have undergone the additional training required to use the AED is positive and a number of suggestions for places to locate additional devices have been received from staff across the University. The aim is to have sufficient AEDs available to provide treatment within 5 minutes of seeking a device.
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