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Health, Safety & Environment Committee

Subject:  University Fire Officer’s Report June 2012
1. Fire Incidents 
There has been one fire related incident in the current reporting period:

Removal of fire detection devices on escape routes in Faraday 24 - 27 Fire Incident 14th March 2012
Timeline

Approximately 20:30 telephone call from LU Security control requesting advise in relation to the above incident. 

21:00 Reported to University and met the Warden and Security staff at Faraday 24-27
23:30 with temporary control measures in place left site 

In Summary
5 smoke detectors had been removed (2 in a protected staircase, ground and first floor landing, and 3 on part of the first floor corridor) 

A duty electrician had been called to site, but was unable to rectify the issue by replacing the missing devices and reprogramming the address via the fire alarm panel. 
A contingency plan was discussed with the Warden, students that resided in the affected area on the first floor and Security staff. 

It was agreed that a room adjacent to a missing detector in the corridor would become part of the common part and thus provide detection to the Means of Escape (MOE) together with the only remaining detector at the head of the protected staircase on the second floor. Security would also regularly visit this block throughout the night. 

At around 03:30hrs Security discovered that furniture had been stacked forming a barricade on the first floor corridor, which denied occupants (approximately 11) on part of the first floor an alternative MOE of which already had reduced detection.

Security removed the furniture blocking the corridor, and continued to patrol the block at regular intervals.

Recommendations

Facilities Management to review training needs for staff responding to fire alarm faults/incidents, and to also obtain and make available sufficient spares to replace faulty, damaged or missing devices in out of hour incidents. This has been brought to the Duty Holders’s Forum in FM but no action has been taken to date.
I am also informed that the above incident is being investigated further by LU Security Manager.    
2.    Response to student needing PEEP’s
The Disability Office continued its work with the University Fire Officer to ensure that disabled students requiring assistance or further detailed planning in fire evacuation situations had the opportunity to have a Personal Emergency Evacuation Plan (PEEP) developed. 101 students were identified as potentially requiring a PEEP and were contacted and asked to provide further information. Those who did not respond were contacted two further times to ask them to respond urgently. A total of 55 students responded, this represents 54% of those students contacted. 46 students did not respond at all despite multiple contact and opportunity to do so. It is unclear how many of these students may have required a PEEP to be developed, however, the Disability Office worked with the Fire Offer to identify those potentially at highest risk and helped facilitate contact. It remains a concern, however, that a significant proportion of students 46% did not respond to the Fire Safety Officer’s contact despite the seriousness off the subject matter being made clear. 

3.   Fire Alarm Activations and Fire & Rescue Service call-outs statistics January - April.
	
	January 12
	February 12
	March 12
	April 12
	Total

	Number of Activations
	27 Residential

  0 Dining Halls

  6 Academic
	38 Residential

  1 Dining Halls

  5 Academic
	33 Residential

  0 Dining Halls

  4 Academic
	37 Residential

  0 Dining Halls

10 Academic
	135
    1
  25

	Activations involving F&RS
	None
	None 
	None
	None
	    0

	Genuine Fires
	None
	None
	None
	None
	    0


Academic Buildings:

	4  Admin II
	1  Chemistry
	1  Design School


	1  Edward Barnsley  
	4  Haslegrave

	1  Hazlerigg

	3  Holywell Park
	1  James France
	1  John Clements

	2  LU Stadium

	1  PEC
	1  S Building

	1 Seb Coe Building
	1 Sir David Davis Building
	1  Sir Frank Gibb Lab



Dining Halls:

	1   Cayley/Rutherford D/Hall                        
	0   Faraday/Royce D/Hall            
	0   David Collett D/Hall                           

	0   Elvyn Richards D/Hall         
	0   William Morris D/Hall 
	0   Towers D/Hall


Halls of Residence (University Managed)

	  5   Butler Court           
	  21 Cayley                   
	12   David Collett         
	  8  Falk / Egg              

	19   Faraday                 
	19   Royce                    
	  6   Rutherford
	10  Telford                        

	  1   Towers                    
	  x   University Lodge    
	18   UPP Blocks           
	12  Village Court         

	  3   Whitworth                
	  1   200 Ashby Rd         
	
	


Halls of Residence (Not managed by the University) Unite:
	Harry French
                   12
	William Morris                    15
	Holt                                    x0


Note 
3 activations at Harry French had no visible cause/reason into way they should activate.

 
The Major Causes of Fire Alarm Activations in LU Halls of Residence: 

· 38 Unattended cooking in self catering kitchens

· 42 Steam from showers in en-suite bedrooms and aerosol sprays

·   9 Faulty sensors or fire alarm panels

· 19 Unknown causes

·   8 Other (water contamination in detector head, lighting strike, power outage etc.)

·   5 Malicious call point activations or tampering/removing of detector heads

·   9 Accidental activation of call point 

·   4 Smoking incident (including Candles & incense sticks)

·   1 Contractors (dust or fumes from paint) 

Cooking Related Incidents In LU Halls Of Residence:

	Butler Court    

         3
	Cayley

                     3
	David Collett

         3

	Falkner / Eggington
         1
	Faraday 

         7
	Royce


         9

	Rutherford

         3    
	Telford


         4
	Towers

         0

	UPP


         5
	Whitworth

         1
	University Lodge
         0

	Village Court                        2
	
	


(All above information gathered from period (1/01/12 –30/04/12) R M Harrison –Health& Safety Office
