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Health, Safety & Environment office
Subject:
Accident reports and insurance claims up date for the period; 01/02/11 to 30/04/11 
Origin: 
Deputy Health, Safety and Environment Manager
Purpose of the report

To keep the HSEC informed of incidents with the potential for injury, damage or other losses. (Up date in red).
1. New claims; No new claims have been made against the University during the above reporting period
	Claimant
	Dept
	Incident details
	Progression

	
	
	
	

	2. Update on status of existing insurance claims


	Member of staff


	SDC
	Injured back allegedly attributable to moving free weights left on the floor in the Powerbase gym.
	Accident date 28 Feb 2008 

Status:

New claim
8/3/11 QBE to admit liability & negotiate settlement

	Member of staff


	imago Services
	The claimant spilled a hazardous dish washer chemical onto his foot whilst decanting the residue of a nominally empty container, into a new one.
	Accident date:

17/06/10

Status:

Liability admitted. Offer to settle claim made at £4000 on 31/01/11
SETTLED £4000 TO IP £3575 TO SOLICITORS

	Member of staff


	imago

Services
	The claimant burnt his right hand on the hot handle of a pan he had used to carry hot water to the wash up area. He emptied the water out but touched the still hot panhandle, without a cloth.
	Accident date:

7 May 2010

Status:

No response received from claimants solicitors following our denial of liability on 6 August 2010

	Student


	
	A student suffered a finger injury, damaging ligaments and other soft tissue. He was using weights in the Powerbase gym at the time. The bench he was sitting on tipped up and as he put his hand down to the floor to stop himself falling, the weight he was holding crushed his finger between it, and the floor.
	Accident date:

19 March 2010 

Status:

Liability denied on 12 Oct 2010

	Student


	
	Finger injured when it was trapped it the room door in Halls, due to a faulty self closing device.
	Accident date 23 Feb 2010

Status:

Liability admitted on 17 Dec 10. Awaiting medical evidence in support 

	Member of staff 


	imago Services
	The claimant alleges that she fell down stairs while hoovering. 

This incident was investigated on behalf of the University Insurer UMAL. Liability has not been denied but it is unclear if an ongoing medical condition or a simple trip on the stairs is responsible for the fall.

	Accident date: 

13 Dec 2009

Status:

Liability denied although the claim is still being pursued

	Member of staff
	imago Services
	Slipped on an allegedly wet floor in walk-in freezer.
	Accident date: 24 Sept 2008

Status:

Legal proceedings following denial of claim. Solicitors appointed and denial maintained pending further enquiries (Reserved at £21,600)
Court date set 17 May 2011

	Student
	
	Allegedly injured her knee whilst attempting a pole vault exercise at the HIPAC on 20 February 2006
	Accident date:
20 Feb 2006
Status;

Court date set for 17 & 18 October 2011 at Reading CC

	Member of staff
	School of Art
	Slipped on recently mopped floor in foyer of Edward Barnsley.
	Accident date:

12 Jan 2011
Status:

Goodwill payment made by University Insurance officer. No liability admitted 


3.  In addition to new and ongoing claims, there have been 3 additional incidents in this reporting period that have been investigated as potential claims
	Category of person
	Dept.
	Incident details
	Accident date:



	Employee
	FM
	Injury to left leg after slipping onto manhole
	16 Feb 2011

	Employee
	FM
	Fracture and cut to finger after trapping it in a pulley and belt mechanism
	3 March 2011

	Employee

	School of Arts
	Musculoskeletal injury (back pain) after prolonged bending to untangle warp threads

	17 March 2011


4.  Accidents other than those mentioned above with particular points of interest
	Category of person
	Dept.
	Incident details
	Accident date

	
	
	.
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