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The committee met in January 2009 and received reports from the Radiation Protection Officer and from each departmental Radiation Protection Supervisor.
Mr John Scott from Leicester University has been retained as the University Radiation Protection Advisor for a further year.
THE USE OF RADIOACTIVITY AT LOUGHBOROUGH UNIVERSITY
There were 62 registered workers working with ionising radiation during 2009, this number varies during the year. 

The Approved Dosimetry Service at Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham, supplies radiation monitoring devices for all our registered workers. During the year 2009, the type of monitor supplied has changed from film to thermoluminesent. The new badge system is more sensitive and enables more accurate measurements to be recorded.
There have been no recorded radiation doses for any registered radiation worker while working at Loughborough University during 2009. 
The majority of the work undertaken with unsealed (open) radioactive materials continues to be in Environmental Chemistry and Medicinal Chemistry with new research starting in the School of Sport, Exercise and Health Sciences.
The University's annual releases of radioactive materials from this work have been reported to the Environment Agency as required. (attached)
Sealed (closed) radioactive sources are used in Chemistry, Physics, Civil Engineering and Geography. 
Radiation Generators and equipment generating adventitious X-rays are to be found in Chemistry, Physics, IPTME, Mechanical Engineering, Manufacturing Engineering & The Department of Human Sciences. 
The URPO in her Annual Report to Council 2009 drew attention to concerns regarding the poor quality and state of some of the benching and cupboards in the radiation laboratories based in the Graham Oldham Building. Facilities Management carried out a refurbishment programme during the summer vacation, raising the laboratories to the current standards. 
LEGISLATIVE MATTERS:
The Radioactive Substances Act 1993 enforced by the Environment Agency is to be supplemented by the Environmental Permitting Regulations( England& Wales) Regulations 2010, in April 2010. The Environment Agency will issue environmental permits under the new regulations similar to the registrations and authorisation issued under the RSA Regulations. These permit will be focused on a risk basis and charges for the permits will reflect the degree of risk to the environment. It is planned to phase in any changes over a period of time with the currently held licences staying unchanged until a variation is required.. There will be no immediate need to change the Registrations and Authorisation held by the University. 
An Exemption Order review has been on going for the past year  with a view to simplifying the many current orders. After consultation the implementation date has been deferred to the end of 2010
AUTHORISATION AND REGISTRATIONS:
There has been no change to the Authorisation and Registrations during 2009. A name change by one of the listed disposal companies will require a simple variation to the Authorisation during 2010
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION:
There have been no requests for information regarding ionising radiation.

REGULATORY VISITS:
In October 2009 the Environment Agency carried out a familiarization visit of the radiation laboratories in the Graham Oldham Building and compliance audit of the University’s management systems for Ionising Radiation Two inspectors, spent a full day reviewing the University management systems, followed by an inspection of the newly refurbished laboratory suite in the Graham Oldham Building. The Inspectors were impressed with the standard of refurbishment in the laboratories , however they did raise a compliance issue regarding the inadequate labelling of a waste disposal container. This was a simple oversight and not a systemic failure, a procedure has been implemented to ensure that this problem will not occur again.
The Inspectors also expressed concern that the management of the use of radioactive material relied heavily on  the Radiation Protection Officer, and felt that the system would benefit from clarification of the duties of the role of RPO and back-up procedures to cover the unexpected absence of the RPO. The HS&E Office is looking at this issue. and during 2010, protocols are being put in place so that a member of the Health and Safety team  could assume responsibility for Radiation Safety in the absence of the RPO.

A formal letter has been received from the Environment agency outlining procedures which they feel would address the issues raised. A formal response has been sent to the EA by the RPO and the RPA as to how these procedures will be implemented. 
AMMENDMENTS TO THE LOCAL RULES

The Local Rules for the Protection of Persons Exposed to Ionising Radiation have been varied to accommodate the issues highlighted by the EA visit. The duties of the RPO have been clarified and arrangements for absence cover included. The role of the RPS remains unchanged but the training the University will provide for the RPS is formalised. 

A training guide and record sheet has been included as Appendix 12.

The amendments are attached for information.
RADON SURVEY

The radioactive gas radon is a hazard in many homes and workplaces Under UK regulations all employers must review the potential radon hazard in their premises. A risk assessment has been carried out and although Loughborough is based on a clay bed meaning that the possibility of Radon gas being an issue is slight ,to be confident of this radon monitors have been placed in University Premises with working areas which are below ground. The monitors will be in place for three months and then sent to the HPA for measurement.
ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:
Waste disposal

The established routes for the disposal of radioactive waste have proved satisfactory during 2009 and will continue to be used. The URPO has carried out a full review of the requirements for radioactive waste disposal and is satisfied that the current arrangements are still the most appropriate.
There are small annual variations to the amount of waste disposed by each route, this is consistent with the research being undertaken in the Department of Chemistry and School of Sport, exercise and Health Sciences.
Training
In house training sessions have been held through the year for new workers handling open and closed radioactive material and X-ray generating equipment . A training form and guidance note has been added to the Local Rules to enable the University to demonstrate a consistent standard of training for all radiation workers 
Two members of staff have been on a professional training course suitable for Radiation Protection Supervisors  working with open source material  

The URPO has attended three training days at professional bodies on current radiation issues. 
A programme of refresher training for radiation workers will be rolled out during 2010

The library of reference materials and training videos are available via the office of the University Radiological Protection Officer and can be used by any member of staff. 
FINANCE:

The budgetary requirements for Radiation Protection are:
· Fees for the services of a Radiation Protection Advisor
· Payment of Registrations and Authorisations under the Radioactive Substances Act

· TLD dosimetry service provided by Queen Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham

· Instrument calibration at the HPA

· Disposal of radioactive waste

· Training requirements

NEW WORK:
The Advanced Materials Research Group, Wolfson School have taken delivery of a X-Tek revolution machine to enable the x-ray analysis of components. Critical assessments and training on the use of the instrument has been delivered by the supplier.
An ESPRC application has been submitted for new research work in Radio Chemistry. If successful this will require a variation to the Open source Registration to increase the total Alpha holding.
Chemistry have bought two new instruments, an ICP/MS and an ICP/OES which will enable detection of metals in samples without the use of ionising radiation. This will reduce the use of radioactive open sources. 
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