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Health, Safety & Environment Committee

Subject:  University Fire Officer’s Report June 2010
1.
Fire Incidents 
There has been 1 fire incident in the current reporting period:

Fire Incident S Building 23rd February 2010
Timeline
14:24 Call received on the emergency phone stating there was a fire in S Building

14:25 Security control phoned for the Fire & Rescue Service and dispatched Security staff to investigate
14:26 Bold fire alarm signal received in Security control from S Building

14:30 Fire & Rescue Service arrived (however the material that had been on fire was now burnt out.

 Building fully evacuated and fire marshals in place.
14:32 Rod Harrison, University Fire Officer informed, will attend.
14:40 Rod Harrison, University Fire Officer on site

Following further investigation, charred remnants of plastic foam packaging and a ceramic insulation panel from an oven in RM SO.28 where found adjacent to the exit doors from the building lower ground floor. 

In Summary

Two students operating an electrically powered high temperature oven in S0.28 (Microwave processing lab - Dept of Materials), took a hot panel of ceramic insulation material out of the oven they were using and placed it on some plastic foam packaging lying on the floor under the oven. The two students left the room and another student, working in the room on his own, noticed an acrid smell. The student could not work out where the smell was coming from until a technician from a neighbouring workshop came in to investigate. he had been upstairs in the building and had smelt it also. They then noticed smoke coming from the plastic foam and, together with another technician, removed the material on a trolley, to outside the building. It burst into flames outside and they raised the alarm. The student working alone was treated by paramedics for the effects of minor smoke inhalation. He did not go to hospital or the walk in centre.

Recommendations

The risk assessment/methord statement be reviewed and up dated. Department have been contacted, awaiting reply.
2. 
Fire Alarm Activations and Fire Service call-outs.
In the last 4 month period the Fire Service have been called to 2 activations 0 of which involved an actual fire (see table below) 
	
	Feb 10
	March 10
	April 10 
	May 10
	Total

	Number of Activations
	45 Residential

11 Academic
	48 Residential 

12 Academic
	 14 Residential

   7 Academic
	 25 Residential

   6 Academic
	132
36    

	Activations involving Fire Service
	1 (S Building)
	
	
	
	1

	Genuine Fires
	1 (S Building)
	0
	0
	0
	1


Academic Buildings:
Holywell Park

1
PEC/EIS Gymnastics
1
Clyde Williams

1
Martin Hall

1
Rutland Hall (old)
1
Chemistry


2  S Building

2
Swimming Pool
1
Sir David Davies

1

Business School
4
Sir Frank Gibb
Labs
1
Sportspark


2
Bridgman Cent
1
Sir John Ferguson
1
John Clements

1
Medical Cent

1
Purple Onion

3
imago Offices


1
Wavy Top

1
Haslegrave

1
EHB



2
Brockington

2
Stewart Miller

1
High Per/Cent (Seb Coe)
3
Halls Of Residence & Dining Halls ( University Managed)
Butler Court


  7
Cayley


  9
David Collett
 
  4
Falkner / Eggington
   
31
Faraday 

12
Royce


11 Rutherford

   
11
Telford


  9
Towers

13
UPP Blocks


18
University Lodge
  0
Whitworth

  4
200 Ashby Rd

  
  0

Dining Halls:
Cayley/R-ford D/Hall

  1
Faraday/Royce D/Hall
  2
David Collett D/Hall
0
Elvyn Richards D/Hall
   
  0
William Morris D/Hall
  0


Halls Of Residence (Not managed by the University)
Unite 

Harry French


26
William Morris

9
Holt


1
Note only 9 activations at Harry French had no visible cause/reason to activate



 
The Major Causes Of Fire Alarm Activations In LU Halls Of Residence & Dining Halls: 
·   37 Unattended cooking in self catering kitchens
·     3 Dining Halls 
·   55 Steam from showers in en-suite bedrooms and aerosol sprays

·   14 Faulty sensors or fire alarm panels
·     6 Unknown causes

·     1 Other (water contamination in detector head, lighting strike, power outage etc.)
·     7 Malicious call point activations or tampering/removing of detector heads
·     3 Accidental activation of call point 

·     4 Smoking incident (including Candles & incense sticks)
·     2 Contractors (dust or fumes from paint) 
Cooking Related Incidents In LU Halls Of Residence:
Butler Court    

  1
Cayley



3     
David Collett

1
Falkner / Eggington
  8
Faraday 


2     
Royce


5
Rutherford

  3 
Telford



4
Towers

2
UPP


  7
Whitworth


1
University Lodge
0
(All above information gathered from period 1/2/10 –28/5/10) R M Harrison –Health, Safety & Environment Office
6
3

