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Environment Agency Inspection
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Radiation Protection Officer

Background

The URPO in her Annual Report to Council drew attention to concerns regarding the poor quality and state of some of the benching and cupboards in the radiation laboratories based in the Graham Oldham Building. These were the original wooden fittings dating from when the building was constructed and were not to the current standard required for radiation work.

The Environment Agency, the enforcing body on radiation laboratory standards had expressed concerns during past inspections but had not enforced any remediation work to date.

Facilities Management immediately responded with a refurbishment programme to be carried out during the summer vacation. This work has been completed with the laboratories now raised to the current standards.
 An inspection by an Environment Agency Radiation Inspector of the refurbished laboratories is to be carried out on the 16th October.
The Inspector will also audit , management systems, training, handling procedures and security to ensure compliance with our Registrations and Authorisation.

Report

The planned audit covered the following specific areas: 
· Management systems and compliancy.
· Provision of RPA, RPS,s and training relevant to compliance.
· Review of Radionuclide use.
· Receipt and disposal of sources and security issues.
· The implications of ICP/MS releases

· Inspection of Graham Oldham laboratories.
Outcome

The final report will be forwarded in writing but the following verbal feedback can be noted:
1. The Inspectors commented on the high standard of refurbishment .
2. There were no legal compliancy issues raised.
3. Clearly defining the roles and responsibilities of duty holders was seen as an area for improvement. Although this is a matter of interpretation and not compliance it was agreed that the HS&E Office shall look at this issue in 2009/10.
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