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1. Fire Incidents 
There has been two fire incidents and one fire alarm incident in the current reporting period:

2nd Fire Incident Students Union Purple Onion Papa Simon’s 9th November 2008

A fire alarm signal was received in the Security gatehouse on the BOLD system at 20:29 p.m. Two security officers responded immediately and confirmed flames around the ventilation grill to the catering outlet.

The Fire & Rescue Service was called, two pumps and crews arrived on site at 20:33 p.m. the fire was extinguished at approximately 21:30 p.m building was confirmed safe and the Fire & Rescue Service stood down. 
Both fires have been confirmed as attempted arson on Papa Simon’s catering outlet 

Two facial images where captured on CCTV and their images have since been made public this case is an on-going police investigation. 

The following suggestions have been put forward to the Students Union:

· Separating the two temporary units
· Fire compartmentalisation between the shop and food outlet construction to be increased to 60 minutes fire resistance if the units remain linked
· Fire load in the shop to be minimised – (alcoholic spirits and other fuels e.g. waste or paper).
· Fire spread to other property in the village was considered but the likelihood is low as the fire detection systems would give early notification of a fire occurring, enabling it to be extinguished at an early stage.  The transfer of radiant heat to the nearest buildings or vehicles was considered unlikely as buildings are at a safe distance.
· Installation of fire suppression systems to be considered by – e.g. sprinkler or extinguishing systems in the vicinity of the expel air vents. However the cost of installing these systems has to be weighed against the benefits derived from installing them
· The vent outlet to be modified to prevent accelerants being poured into the building.

Fire Incident Butler Court 8th December 2008

Timeline
O1:14 hrs Bold alarm signal activated in the security gatehouse indicating a fire incident at Butler court Block D. 

Duty sub-warden (Nooshin Haj Hassan) called security to confirm after investigating that there was smoke in kitchen D1a, asked security to respond, informed them that the building was evacuating & stated she would call Leicestershire Fire & Rescue Service (LFRS). 

01:16 hrs, LF&RS called by sub warden (approximately) 

01:17 All Occupants assembled at the assembly point

O1:20 hrs, LF&RS arrived. Two pumps in attendance, fire fighters in breathing apparatus 

and jet hose were deployed.

01:58 hrs, Rod Harrison, University Fire Officer informed, will attend.

01:58 hrs, Adam Slater (Duty Electrician) informed, will attend.

02:10 hrs kitchen fire extinguished area made safe fire crews stood down.
02:45hrs, Rod Harrison, University Fire Officer on site   
Following further investigation, slight smoke staining was noted on the outer side of the entrance to the kitchen door and frame, indicating that the kitchen door was closed during the fire and thus containing the fire within the kitchen and thereby preventing the spread of fire to the remainder of the building. The temperature of the hot gases / smoke produced by the fire were sufficient to cause extensive fire damage to the kitchen and resulted in extensive scorching/charring of the cooker and xpel-air fan.

In Summary

Student(s) had left their pans with remnants of food/oil after cooking on the cooker hob which had not been switched off and retired to their study bed rooms. Excessive heat & smoke was produced by the materials burning which activated the heat detector within the kitchen sounding the buildings fire alam and inishiateing a fire investagation.
Once again the provision AFD within our building has demonstrated early detection of a fire and early warning to occupants to evacuate, inishiateing a fire investagation whilist the fire is in its early stages & maintaing containment of the fire/smoke limiting the fire damage to the property.  

Recommendations

Duty sub-warden and the LU Security are to be commended by their promt and professional actions. It is also further recommended that the photographs of this incident are sent to all students to remind them of the dangers regarding unattended cooking together with a kitchen guidence safery notice.
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Excessive 75% smoke damage to the kitchen and  50% damage to the ceiling, cooker damaged beyond economical repair.

2. Fire Alarm Incident 
Brockington Extension fire alarm incident on the 14/01/09 10:15hrs

Unattended kettle in office left to boil dry, causing sufficient heat transfer to scorch a plastic mat that was close to ignition on discovery. With the combination of steam and smoke fire alarm activated. Building evacuated by Human Sciences & Social Sciences Department Fire Marshals.
On investigation it was noted that the kettle had no evidence of receiving a portable appliance test (PAT) and an un-fused double block adapter was powering the kettle and fridge.
Upon further inspection of the adapter it was found to be very hot due to the excessive ampage being continually drawn by the kettle which had failed to switch off via its thermostat. I would estimate that the kettle was approximately 15+ years in age
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It should be noted that 6 months ago this incident could have resulted in a substantial fire but with the recent installation of the new fire detection systems this incident was detected in its very early stages alerting occupants of the building and initiating an investigation by the Fire Marshals setting off the fire alarm. 

3. Fire Evacuations Tests on University Buildings (conducted Nov-08)
Overall the annual controlled fire evacuations across campus were very good and the majority of all occupants in the building at the time of the test, evacuated, however there were a few buildings where a small number of staff or student occupants were slow in evacuating and these individuals slightly ran over the acceptable time for a safe evacuation by 1 – 2 minutes. This was mainly due to the following:

· questioning the fire alarm, delaying their response to the evacuation. 
· staff/lecturers not instructing occupants to evacuate and assemble at the designated fire assembly point.

· staff/lecturers using lecture theatres / pool rooms in certain buildings, unfamiliar with the local fire procedures for that particular building. 
· the use of alternative means of escape appeared not to be used in most buildings, this is usually due to the lack of supervision from staff to students, visitors or guests, which slowed down the evacuation due to a strong tendency for overuse of the buildings main entrances.
Once all persons had assembled at the designated assembly points they were reminded to treat all fire alarm signals as a genuine fire emergency, evacuate the building immediately and use the nearest available exit. Staff/lectures were further reminded of their responsibility for the safety of their students, and to ensure they make them selves’ aware of alternative means of escape, the fire action emergency procedures and the location of the fire assembly point. This information is displayed in all lecture theatres / pool rooms.

All Fire Marshals that were in the buildings at the time of the controlled evacuation performed their duties well which incorporated them sweeping their designated areas of the building reporting to the fire alarm panel, where they were asked to I’D the location of the fire activation. At the end of the test a de-brief was conducted with the Fire Marshals to address any particular areas of concern I’D during the evacuation.     

4. 
Fire Alarm Activations and Fire Service call-outs.
In the last 4 month period the Fire Service have been called to 13 activations 3 of which resulted in being an actual fire (see table below) 
	
	Oct 08
	Nov 08
	Dec 08
	Jan 09
	Total

	Number of Activations
	64 Residential

25 Academic
	 65 Residential 

   5 Academic
	 47 Residential

   4 Academic
	 43 Residential

 10 Academic
	219
44

	Activations involving Fire Service
	Purple Onion 
Holywell Pk

Towers West  
S Building

Towers East   
  
	Towers East 2

Purple Onion 


	Towers West
Butler Court D
	Towers East 
Towers West

Towers East

Towers West


	   13

	Genuine Fire Activations
	Purple Onion
	Purple Onion

	Butler Court
	0 


	    3


Holywell Park

5
Chemistry

6
Sir John Ferguson
1
Graham Oldham
2
Business School
2
HEBS


1


EHB


2
Brockington 

1
James France

1
Haslegrave

1
Hi-Pac


1
Wavy Top

1
James France 
1
Keith Green

1
Power Base

1
Hazlerigg

5
S Building

4
Martin Hall

3
Hockey Pavilion
1
Sir David Davies
3
Burleigh Court

1


Herbert Manzioni
1


Accommodation Fire Alarm Activations In LU Halls Of Residence
Faraday 


22
Falkner / Eggington
  60
Elvyn Richards 50
35
Butler Court


16
Towers

    6
Telford


13
Royce



17
Whitworth

    5
Cayley


12
David Collett
 

  3
Rutherford

    7
Burleigh Court
 
  1
Faraday/Royce D/Hall
  
  0
UPP


  10
Old Hazlerigg

  1
Accommodation Fire Alarm Activations In Other Managed Halls Of Residence
Unite


  83
 
The Major Causes Of Fire Alarm Activations In LU Halls Of Residence 
· 55 Unattended cooking in self catering kitchens 
· 77 Steam from showers in en-suite bedrooms and aerosol sprays

· 18 Faulty sensors

· 26 Unknown causes

· 12 Other (water contamination in detector head, sensors removed/damaged etc.)
· 18 Malicious call point activations (all in Halls)

·   4 Accidental activation of call point 

·   5 Smoking incident (including Candles & incense sticks)
·   2 Contractors (dust or fumes from paint)
Locations Of Cooking Related Incidents In LU Halls Of Residence
Faraday 
7
Falkner / Eggington

18
Elvyn Richards
2    
Butler Court   11
Towers


  0
Telford


5    
Royce

4
Whitworth


  1
Cayley


4
David Collett
0
Rutherford


  1
UPP
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(All above information gathered from period 01/10/08 –31/01/09) R M Harrison –Health, Safety & Environment Office
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