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Health, Safety & Environment Committee

Subject:  University Fire Officer’s Report  June 2009
1.
Fire Incidents 
There have been three fire incidents in the current reporting period:

i)
Kitchen fire Telford 4 (Sub-wardens flat) on the 26th April 2009
A fire at Telford in Block 4 caused by unattended cooking occurred at approximately 00:18hrs on Saturday morning causing substantial smoke and heat damage to the kitchen.

Sequence of events
At approximately 00:18hrs whilst cooking in his kitchen the sub-warden (SW) was called away  by an early returning student and left the kitchen for approximately 7 minutes. The SW returned to his flat/kitchen and discovered his kitchen was full of smoke and a pan was on fire. The SW opened the kitchen door and threw a fire blanket over the cooker. Whilst doing so sufficient smoke entered the living area and activated the smoke detector causing Telford 4 fire alarms sounders to ring throughout. The SW then instructed his guests to evacuate the flat; he followed on ensuring all occupants including occupants on the ground floor had evacuated  safely. (Telford 4 is a block with a sub-warden flat on the 1st floor and 2 student bedrooms on the ground floor). All occupants assembled at the front of the flat (Telford Way). 

At 00:25 hrs the SW telephoned the emergency services on his mobile phone requesting that  the fire & rescue service attend.

After making the call the sub-warden took the decision to re-enter the flat to re-investigate the fire 

At the same time (time indicated on the irims report 00:25hrs) the fire alarms in Whitworth reception and the bold alarm in the security gate house activated alerting both the GSA night porter and security staff of the fire. Security staff  were sent to the village to investigate in accordance with the agreed University procedure.

After two attempts the fire was successfully extinguished by the SW.

At approximately 00:27hrs both the duty GSA and security staff arrived at Telford 4 and, unaware that  SW had already called the emergency services, security staff radioed the gate house to request the attendance of the fire and rescue service. 

The SW met the security officers by the exit to Telford 4 and confirmed that he had successfully extinguished the fire. LU security officers entered the block verified that the fire was extinguished and isolated the power to the cooker.

At approximately 00:29hrs the fire and rescue service arrived and checked that the fire was extinguished. They silenced the fire alarms and ventilated the building with fans.

At 00:35 Rod Harrison LU Fire Officer was telephoned to report the incident and confirm that the fire had been extinguished and no person was reported to be injured. The fire officer informed the LU gatehouse that he would attend University on Saturday to investigate and requested that photographs to taken of the kitchen.

At approximately 01:00hrs the fire and rescue service stood down and the fire alarms were reset. Security advised SW not to use the kitchen until such time an investigation had been conducted and the kitchen damage assessed.

Investigation/inspection 

An investigation/inspection was conducted on Saturday at 13:00 by Jo Broster imago Services and Rod Harrison LU Fire Officer. The investigation/inspection concluded that the seat of the fire was the cooker hob which was damaged beyond repair. A thick smoke plume had stained the kitchen wall behind the cooker with further smoke damage to the remainder of the walls and ceiling. It is estimated that approximately 80% smoke damage has occurred to the kitchen together with fire charring to the outer edge of the work surfaces, either side of the cooker. Dry powder dust spread in the kitchen along with a slight layering within the living area was also noted. The Inspection also revealed other combustible items had not been affected by fire/heat but had received slight smoke damage. The condition to the floor could not be ascertained at the time of the inspection but it is possible that further damage had occurred.

Additional Notes

The SW mentioned that he had sustained slight burns to his left toe, leg and arm and had experienced slight irritation to his breathing during the incident. Security had advised the SW to seek medical attention earlier that evening but SW chose not to seek medical attention.

The SW was advised by Jo Broster and Rod Harrison to  complete a H & S report on his injuries and to seek medical advice should his injury’s worsen.

Outcome 

Although smoke and fire damage was substantial it was limited to the kitchen area and no-one was hurt. This is due to the kitchen fire door being CLOSED and the fire was tackled and extinguished in its early stages with a portable fire fighting equipment sited within the building.
Recommendations

The sub-warden & the LU Security are to be commended for their prompt and professional actions. However it must be stressed that under NO CIRCUMSTANCES is it recommend that trained staff should re-enter any building/room to attempt to extinguish any fires.  The action must be: 

GET OUT, STAY OUT AND CALL THE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE OUT.

It is further recommend that all sub-wardens should attend a refresher fire safety session annually which will include fire alarm panel training, fire extinguisher user, fire action procedures and fire incident reporting.

Action taken
Fire action procedures, reporting the incident and extinguisher training was provided by the H & S Office in May 98% of the sub-wardens have attended.

Further refresher training on fire alarm panels is being provided by imago Services and is ongoing at present. 

ii)
Butler Court Block C 10th May 2009
Timeline

22:59 hrs Bold alarm signal activated in the security gatehouse indicating a fire incident at Butler court Block C. Duty sub-warden (Nooshin Haj Hassan) called security to confirm that a fire in kitchen 2C, had been reported by the students and that the building was evacuating and requested that security call for the. Fire & Rescue Service (F&RS)

23:00hrs, Security called the Fire & Rescue Service (F&RS) 

23:03 hrs, F&RS arrived. Two pumps in attendance, fire fighters deployed.

23:10hrs (approximately) Hall Warden in attendance.

23:28 hrs, Rod Harrison, University Fire Officer informed that the fire had been extinguished and the damage was localised to the kitchen, confirmed will attend in the morning.

23:40 hrs kitchen fire extinguished area made safe fire crews stood down.  
On inspection it was evident that the fire had originated in the grill causing excessive heat & smoke damage to the cooker, slight smoke staining confined to a reasonably small area on the wall to the rear of the cooker and slight charring to the edge of the kitchen work surface (left of the cooker).

Due to the prompt action of the students ensuring that the kitchen door was closed to prevent the spread of smoke and heat, and the early request for the F&RS by the duty sub-warden,  the fire was extinguished in its early stages and damage to the property was limited.

All fixed electrical equipment within the kitchen has been isolated and a further inspection and test should be conducted in the morning. The fire alarm detection equipment within the kitchen requires testing.
Summary

A build-up of oil/grease from previous cooking was noted and is believed to have been a cause of the grille pan fire. Cooking was not left unattended.
Students exited the kitchen promptly ensuring that the kitchen door was closed and they activated the manual call point in the staircase lobby on the way out. This triggered the fire alarm in the building to alert all occupants and initiated an investigation. The duty sub-warden was informed by the students of the situation and promptly contacted Security requesting the attendance of the F&RS. She then concentrated on policing the evacuation of the building.

Due to the prompt action of the students ensuring the kitchen door was closed, containing fire and smoke in the kitchen and the early request for the F&RS by the duty sub-warden, the fire/smoke was extinguished quickly limiting the damage to the property.  

Recommendations

The students, duty sub-warden & the LU Security are to be commended for their prompt actions/response. It is also further recommended that all students are reminded of the dangers regarding the build up of grease/oil in or on grill pans or kitchen equipment and to refresh their awareness to kitchen fire safety.

iii)
Fire Incident Highfields – (a UNITE property) 11th May 2009 


(Note this building was unoccupied)
Timeline

At approximately 16:10 Unite staff noticed what they thought was smoke coming from the ground floor.  

16:20hrs the security gatehouse was contacted by Unite staff enquiring if an alarm signal had been received (this signal is received via the campus watch phone). At this point in time a signal had not been received. Unite staff informed security that they would call the Fire & Rescue Service (F&RS)

16:21hrs (approximately), the building fire alarm activated and a signal was received via the campus watch phone 

16:22hrs Security dispatch two officers to the site 
16:24hrs, F&RS arrived. Two pumps in attendance, fire fighters deployed.

16:36hrs, Rod Harrison, University Fire Officer informed confirmed will attend.

17:26hrs fire extinguished 
18:25hrs FM informed 

18:54hrs area made safe fire crews stood down.  
No inspection was conducted by myself but with a brief view from the ground floor bedroom window it was clearly evident that the fire had originated in the electrical distribution board within the ground floor bedroom, causing excessive heat & smoke damage to the room with further smoke damage to the room directily above.

Due to the bedroom door being closed, containment of the fire and smoke was maintained preventing the spread of fire to the remainder of the building and the eary request for the F&RS by the Unite staff the fire/smoke resulted in damage to the property being limited.
Further investagations are being conducted by the insurers and a report from UNITE has been requested when it becomes available to ascertain the cause of the fire. 
2.
Guidance on the safe use of temporary portable heating appliances

Recent fire risk assessments and inspections of University buildings, have highlighted a serious fire safety issue with respect to the use of temporary portable heaters in offices etc. Some were found to be in disrepair, with no in-date PAT test or simply unsuitable because of age or the method of heating used. To address this, the University Health, Safety & Environment (HS & E) office issued a guidance note on the safe use of temporary portable heaters. (see below) 
Health and Safety Guidance note Safe use of temporary portable heating appliances

This guidance note provides information on the restrictions and safe use of portable heating

appliances in University buildings.

The use of portable heating appliances represents a serious fire safety risk and should be

discouraged at all locations. In certain circumstances some locations may require additional

space heating in order to achieve a satisfactory thermal environment e.g. during extreme

weather conditions or normal equipment failure.

Where portable heating appliances are used the following criteria must be met:
· Only portable electrical appliances should be used, preferably an oil filled electric


radiator, or a fan heater or convector heater. All electrical appliances must be PAT tested


and be in good condition.
· Calor gas space heating or electric bar fires are not permitted.
· Personal equipment should not be brought in from home unless it has been tested and


inspected.
· The heater should be stable and used only on a temporary basis. If it is required for an


extended period, then a permanent wall or ceiling mounted heater should be used.
· The heater must be regularly tested and inspected. It must be identified on the Portable


electrical appliance register and, an in-date pass sticker, clearly displayed.
· Flammable or combustible materials should not be placed on or near the heater. Heaters


must not be used for drying clothes.
· Any leads or extension cables must not present a trip hazard. Coiled extension cables


must not be used. The extension cable must be tested and inspected as well as suitably


fuse rated for the appliance being powered.
· Heaters must be turned off when the area is not occupied. Check that any timers or


thermostats are operating correctly. The last person leaving the office must check that all


heaters have been switched off or are unplugged.
· Additional vigilance and care should be undertaken where electrical space heating has


been provided. e.g. ensuring fire doors are kept shut.
· Should a fire be discovered in relation to the electrical appliance:-

i.   
Sound the alarm

ii.   
Switch off the appliance if it is safe to do so

iii.  
Extinguish the fire, only if it is safe to do so. e.g. if it is a small fire and you have a


clear escape route , and if staff are trained.

iii. Evacuate the area by the nearest escape route and close the door to the room.
· Where University staff occupy a building not under the control of the University, advice


regarding heating arrangements should be sought from the Support Service responsible


for that building.
· Permission should be sought before acquiring or purchasing any space heating. Advice


should be obtained from Facilities Management in relation to:

i.
the current heating arrangements,

ii.
the impact upon the University Energy/Sustainability Policy, and,

iii.
the adequacy of the power supply to the room to support additional electrical


space heating.

Action Required

· Disseminate information as required.

· Identify and remove any unauthorised or inappropriate heating appliances.

· Monitor compliance during routing safety inspections.

· Ensure equipment is in a safe condition and a suitable PAT testing regime is in place.

· Ensure that all new portable heaters brought into the University are preferably the oil

· filled electric radiator type. (Portable electric fan heaters and convector heaters are

· acceptable, but, oil filled radiators must be considered as the first option).

3. 
Fire Alarm Activations and Fire Service call-outs.
In the last 4 month period the Fire Service have been called to 6 activations 2 of which involved an actual fire (see table below) 
	
	Feb 09
	March 09
	April 09
	May 09
	Total

	Number of Activations
	41 Residential

  3 Academic
	51 Residential 

  8 Academic
	 18 Residential

   7 Academic
	  46 Residential

    5 Academic
	156
23

	Activations involving Fire Service
	Towers East  
Towers East   
  
	Towers West 


	Towers East 17
Telford 4
	Butler Court C  

	6

	Genuine Fires
	0
	0
	Telford 4
	Butler Court C

	2


Academic Buildings:
Holywell Park

5
Graham Oldham
1
Business School
1

Sir Frank Gibb

1
James France 
4
Power Base

2
Rutland

2
S Building

2
Martin Hall

1
Hockey Pavilion
1
Sir David Davies
2
John Cooper

1
Halls Of Residence( University Managed)
Faraday 

          16
Falkner / Eggington
 33
Elvyn Richards 50
9
Butler Court


8
Towers

   5
Telford

          14
Royce


          21
Whitworth

   1
Cayley

          10
David Collett
 

6
Rutherford

 13
Burleigh Court
 
0
Faraday/Royce D/Hall
  
0
UPP Blocks

 16
200 Ashby Rd

1
Cayley/Rutherford D/Hall
2
Elvyn Richards D/Hall
   1  
David Collett D/Hall
0
Halls Of Residence (Not managed by the University)
Unite


  46
 
The Major Causes Of Fire Alarm Activations In LU Halls Of Residence: 
· 42 Unattended cooking in self catering kitchens 
· 57 Steam from showers in en-suite bedrooms and aerosol sprays

· 17 Faulty sensors

·   9 Unknown causes

·   6 Other (water contamination in detector head, sensors removed/damaged etc.)
· 14 Malicious call point activations (all in Halls)

·   4 Accidental activation of call point 

·   6 Smoking incident (including Candles & incense sticks)
·   1 Contractors (dust or fumes from paint)
Cooking Related Incidents In LU Halls Of Residence:
Faraday 
6
Falkner / Eggington

11
Elvyn Richards 50 
2    
Butler Court    
3
Towers


  1
Telford


9    
Royce

4
Whitworth


  0
Cayley


1
David Collett
3
Rutherford


  2
UPP


0
(All above information gathered from period 01/02/09 –31/05/09) R M Harrison –Health, Safety & Environment Office
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