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LOUGHBOROUGH UNIVERSITY

FOUNDATION STUDIES REPORT 2009

From: S.E. DANN, SEFS Programme Director
October 2008

1
Introduction

During the 2008/9 academic session, foundation studies at Loughborough University has evolved significantly and a number of factors have contributed to major changes including a significant reduction in student numbers.  Arguably the most significant change is the replacement of the ISEFS and ATLES programmes with the Loughborough University International Foundation Programme (LUIFP) in partnership with Loughborough College (first cohort started Sept 2009)

I would like to say thank you to all the link tutors, admission tutors and departmental administrators that have helped Julie and I this year.  I would also like to say thank you to Miranda Routledge and Ann Styles who have been extremely supportive in helping us with the mechanics of the LUIFP venture (despite the addition to their workload). Colleagues at Loughborough College, particularly Janet Ruffoni, Catherine Smethurst, Maria Picken and Joan Powell should also be mentioned, particularly for their willingness to change practises to meet LU requirements for quality and transparency. I would also like to thank Pawel Malon from LSU for all his support with making the LUIFP students feel welcome.  Finally, as ever I must say thanks to Julie Reay, without whom the foundation students and I would be lost

2
Session 2008/9

In the 2008/9 session, in addition to the new SEFS cohort (186) , there were 15 students resitting the year (13 as a second attempt, 2 as a first attempt) and five ISEFS students. 

Of the 186 new students who entered the SEFS/ISEFS programmes, 121 students progressed to departments. Of the remaining 65 students, 21 are resitting during the 2009/10 session, three students on leave of absence are sitting the year as a first attempt.  13 students withdrew before completing the course, 8 transferred to other universities and 8 failed after resitting.  4 students had their studies terminated for non-attendance and 8 students failed to register for resit.

Of the 15 resitting students from the 2007/8 session,  7 students progressed to departments, 6 students failed their resit examinations and their studies were terminated and 2 withdrew. 

The Leslie Mustoe Prize for Academic Achievement was presented to David Wilson who progressed to Aeronautical Engineering with a part F average of 86.7%. In addition, 10 students reached the performance threshold set by their department for scholarship (home student = £1000 towards fees, international students = 25% of their fees)

The distribution of successful candidates to departments together with analogous data from previous cohorts are summarised in the Appendix. A summary of attainment versus A level score is appended showing generally better performance for the non traditional entrants compared to weak A levels.

The traffic light system of letters for enforcing the regulations for ‘failure to engage’ was implemented again in the 08/09 session.  It is noteworthy that nearly all of the students who received red/amber letters and whose attendance remained less than . 70% either failed or are resitting in the 09/10 session. This issue could have been predicted as early as week 4 and we would ask that personal tutors are vigilant in responding to requests to meet with their tutees so that the amount of time wasted/expense incurred by these students is minimised for their own sake

The Foundation Management Committee met three times during the 2008/9 period and numerous meetings of the International Foundation Group (and its sub-groups) took place. The Operations Group of the LUIFP now meets 6 weekly to discuss on going issues pertaining to the operations of the IFP

Various meetings have been undertaken with SEFS Links Tutors, Admissions Tutors, Admissions Office and the Registry in order to overcome issues raised during the 08/09 session regarding entry requirements, progression and withdrawals.

3 2009/2010 SEFS Cohort

The number of students on the Programme is currently 132, including 24 returning students either resitting or resuming their studies.

These numbers represent a significant drop from the previous 3 years due to buoyant recruitment to part A and tight control on change course offers during the summer results period.  

	Department 
	Total
	Home
	Overseas

	Aeronautical and Automotive
	4(+2)
	3(+2)
	1

	Chemical Engineering
	5
	4
	1

	Civil and Building Engineering
	2
	1
	1

	Electrical and Electronic Engineering
	24(+3)
	24(+3)
	

	Wolfson School
	37(+11)
	30(+11)
	7(+1)

	Total Engineering
	72(+16)
	62(+16)
	10(+1)

	Chemistry
	14(+4)
	13(+3)
	1(+1)

	Computer Science
	9
	9
	

	Materials
	3(+1)
	3(+1)
	

	School of Mathematical Sciences
	2(+1)
	2(+1)
	

	Physics
	8(+2)
	8(+2)
	

	Total Science Faculty
	36 (+8)
	35(+7)
	1(+1)

	Total Number
	108 (+24)
	97(+23)
	11(+1)


Numbers in brackets represent returning students (resits and leave of absence). 

Discussion Points for 09/10

· More students from widening participation and alternative entry e.g. OU credits, professional qualifications, BTEC etc

· Using SEFS as a route for able students with wrong A levels

· Route for students with unfortunate issues – e.g. bereavement, illness

· Encouraging departments to review and raise entry criteria for A level students

Challenges facing the programme include:

· An increased number of attractive SEFS/IFP programmes elsewhere with bursaries, prizes, stand alone qualifications, graduation and progression criteria to other universities (including our own) 

Feedback from Foundation Network Meeting (Huddersfield)

The SEFS programme director was a co-organiser of the FYNAC 2009.  

Various presentations highlighted different ways to engage and encourage students, select students with non-standard backgrounds, track performance in foundation students against standard entry and encourage attendance/engagement.

A major discussion took place about recognition of the large numbers of foundation students now on 900+ foundation programmes and the issues of transferring students between different Universities.  Following the meeting, the SEFS programme director was actioned to draft a letter to HEFCE regarding the issues raised.

Loughborough University International Foundation Programme

The LUIFP was launched at the beginning of 2009 for students with excellent year 12 qualifications and a minimum IELTS score of 5.5. The programme is taught at Loughborough College with Loughborough University providing the quality overview.  The Science stream uses the old ISEFS format and is taught according to the same syllabus.  LU Subject Advisors provide advice and support for the teaching team at Loughborough College. External examiners have been appointed to the programme from quality foundation programmes elsewhere.

99 two stage offers were made up to the beginning of the A level results period for students to enter either the Business or Science pathway. 43 students are currently on the LUIFP (31 Business, 12 Science)  A second cohort for the Business Stream (currently 16 students) will begin in January that will follow a fast stream programme.

There is no doubt that the first year of the programme will be a steep learning curve and it is likely that various aspects of the programme will be reviewed throughout the year.

Sandie Dann

September 09

Appendix

Destination of SEFS Students

	Department 
	2008
	2007
	2006
	2005
	2004

	Aeronautical and Automotive
	6
	7
	6
	6
	12

	Chemical Engineering
	3
	8
	4
	7
	3

	Civil and Building Engineering
	1
	2
	8
	12
	12

	Electrical and Electronic Engineering
	14
	8
	9
	13
	12

	Wolfson School
	46
	33
	33
	45
	49

	Total Engineering
	70
	58
	60
	84
	88

	Chemistry
	11
	15
	24
	13
	3

	Computer Science
	7
	7
	3
	4
	4

	Materials
	3
	4
	3
	3
	1

	School of Mathematical Sciences
	7
	5
	4
	
	

	Physics
	22
	9
	1
	1
	2

	Other 
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Science Faculty
	50
	40
	35
	21
	10

	Total Social Sciences
	1
	3
	1
	
	1


All 5 ISEFS students passed (Wolfson School (2), EEE (2) and School of Mathematics (1)

The 7 resit students progressed to Chemical Engineering (1), Chemistry (1), Ergonomics (1), Materials (1), Wolfson School (1) and Physics (2).
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Figure 1: SEFS performance against A level Performance

(Students from alternative backgrounds on y axis)
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